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Introduction 


All praise and glory is only for Allah (swt). The First 
and the Last. The Manifest and the Hidden. The One Who has 
Power over all things. The Creator and the Sustainer of all that 
exists. The Manager and the Director over all affairs. The One 
True Sovereign and King Whom all of creation must obey and 
submit to for every second of their existence. The One True 
God Who has the right to be worshipped and sanctified by all 
of the creation. Praise and thanks be to Him Who has favored 
us by giving us a mind and senses with which we can realize 
His Existence from the signs in the universe around us. Praise 
and thanks be to Him again who sent to us the prophets and 
the messengers with clear proofs and undeniable arguments to 
guide us to Him (swt) and to teach us how to worship and 
serve Him (swt). And may peace and blessings be upon His 
Final Prophet and Messenger (saw). Our guide and savior. 

This humble work is a brief explanation of some of the 
meanings of Surah Al-Fussilat also known as Ha Meem As 
Sajdah. It is by no means a comprehensive tafsir. Rather it just 
touches the surface of some of the meanings of this beautiful 
chapter of the Holiest and the Greatest of Books. But I still feel 
that it is needed. Because there is no work today available in 
English that explores the meaning of the Master’s Book in any 
kind of detail. And so many of us who have not been blessed 
with a deep understanding of Arabic remain ignorant to what 
our Master is telling us here. The translations do not do justice. 
And just think about it. if we truly believed this Book to be from 
the Divine, if we truly believe that these are His very words. 
Like we claim we do. Then how can we remain ignorant of it. 
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I pray to Allah (swt) to accept this humble work and to 
forgive its many shortcomings. I ask Allah (swt) to allow these 
books to facilitate a greater understanding of the Quran by our 
brothers and sisters in the Muslim Ummah. I ask Allah (swt) to 
allow these books to allow non-Muslims to gain insight into the 
knowledge and wisdom that the Quran contains. If Allah (swt) 
guides even one person through these books then I believe 
that all of my efforts were worth. You are welcome to print out 
these books and use them for dawah. You can distribute them 
to anyone whom you feel will benefit from them. I pray that 
these books will allow the Quran to be a source of guidance 
and a comfort for all who read it like just it has been for me. 
There is healing and mercy in this Quran just as there is light 
and guidance, we only have to look for it. I pray that this Quran 
be a light for all those who search for Him (swt) with it. A 
beacon that guides to His Pleasure and His Paradise. I beg 
Him to allow this work to be even the smallest of help for the 
Muslim Ummah on the great mission that He (swt) has given 
us on this earth. Ameen! 


Abdu Raheem As-Saranbi 
Quran-Tafsir.org 
September 2011 


Please look for more tafsir books on my 
website 

quran-tafsir.org 
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The following abbreviations are used in this Tafsir. 

(swt) - Subahana Wa Ta’ala , “Perfect and Pure and the Most 
High” 

This is used whenever we mention the Name of Allah (swt), 
our God and Master. 

(saw)- Sallahu Allahi wa Salam, “Peace and Blessings of Allah 
be upon him” 

This is used whenever we mention the Prophet (saw), our 
Messenger and Leader. 

(as) - Allahi Salam - “On him be peace” 

This is used whenever we mention a previous prophet or an 
angel. 

(ra) - Radi Allahu an - “May Allah be pleased with him” 

This is used whenever we mention a blessed companion of the 
Prophet (saw). 

These have only been used for the sake of brevity and we do 
not intend to diminish the meaning of them in any way. When 
you read these you should try to pronounce them out loud to 
show your respect for your Creator and His Messenger and 
those whom He (swt) is pleased with. 
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About the Author 


Abdu Raheem as Saranbi was born in Sri Lanka but 
came to the United States as a youth and was raised therein. 
He has been studying and teaching Islam and the Quran now 
for the last 12 years. He has studied under several prominent 
and knowledgeable scholars from countries such as Philistine, 
Egypt, India, Pakistan and Yemen. He is also well versed in 
both classical books of tafsir by scholars such as Shawkani, 
Razi, Qurtubi, Zamakshari, and Ibn Kathir, as well as modern 
tafsir books by scholars such as Mawdudi, Sayyid Qutb and 
Taqi Usmani. In this work he has combined both the classical 
and contemporary tafsir as well as taken the knowledge gained 
from his teachers. He has also included his own reflections on 
the meanings of the verses and where possible he has linked 
the verses to situations happening in the world today. 

He is currently 33 years old and he lives in New 
Jersey with his wife and their daughter. He continues to be 
both a student and teacher of the Quran and of Islam. When 
he is not writing or reviewing his works, he spends his time 
reading both Arabic and English books on Islam and on the 
Quran. He has devoted his life to learning the Quran and to 
teaching it to others. Please make dua that Allah (swt) 
preserves him and makes easy his task, and that He (swt) 
accepts his efforts and protects and has mercy on him and his 
family both in this life and the next. 

May Allah (swt) reward you for your dua and your 
taking the time to read this work. If there is anything good here 
then it is from Allah (swt) and if there is anything wrong then it 
is from the author and he begs His Forgiveness and if possible 
he asks for your correction 

( abdrahman11@qmail.conn) . 
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1. Ha Meem. 
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2. A Sending Down from Ar-Rahman, Ar-Raheem. 


With these two wonderful ayahs this wonderful Surah 
begins. These two ayahs are closely connected. The first ayah 
is one of the huruf ul muqatat ayahs. We can roughly translate 
this as the broken letter ayahs. These ayahs have been given 
this name because they consist of “broken letters”. Their letters 
are not connected together to form words. Rather they are just 
a collection of letters. If they have a particular meaning then it 
is a meaning known to only Allah (swt). 

However even though the true meaning of these 
letters are known only to Him, there are still some benefits we 
can take from them. Among these is that they remind us of the 
limitedness of our knowledge. They reminds us how little is that 
we really know. If we do not even know what they mean then 
does this not shows us we do know. We should always remind 
ourselves of the prayer our Master taught us in Surah Baqarah. 
The prayer of angels “Our Master we do know anything except 
what you taught us”. This is what we have to always remind 
ourselves of. This is what will help us to realize our place. We 
are but His slaves. Utterly dependent on Him. For everything. 
Even for knowledge. This is what will save us from arrogance. 
This is what will save us from misguidance. Because if we do 
not approach Quran with this humility, then we will never get 
the guidance from it. Because recall also from Surah Baqarah 
where He told us that this Book was only a guidance for those 
who fear Him, those who are humbled and awed by Him. 
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Another benefit we can take from the huruf ul muqatat 
is that they remind us how this is an Arabic Quran. For they are 
Arabic letters. This point will be emphasized even more in the 
next verse. Where our Master will describe this Quran as an 
Arabic Quran. Notice how He tells us that Arabic is an attribute 
of the Quran. Now of course when an attribute is removed from 
a thing then that thing ceases to be that thing. So if Arabic is 
removed from Quran then it is no longer Quran. This is why a 
translation of the Quran can never be Quran. Even the words 
we have translated here are not Quran. They are not the words 
of the Divine spoken to the Prophet (saw). Rather they are a 
rendering of those words in another language. But they do not 
have the beauty, the power, and the depth of meaning that the 
original Arabic has. So in order to fully understand the Quran 
you have to understand it through its medium, through Arabic. 
And our Master placed Arabic letters at the beginning of each 
verse to remind us of this fact. For these letters can never be 
translated. Even in our work we have left them in Arabic. 

The lesson to take from this is that we must double 
our efforts to learn the language of our Master's Message. If 
we do not then does this not show we really do not care for the 
Message? Think about it. If a slave received a message from 
his master, and if that slave truly wanted to please his master 
and if he loved his master and feared his master, then would 
he not make every effort to understand that message? So yes 
learning Arabic is difficult, and it does require much time and 
effort. But the Garden of your Master is not cheap, it can never 
be attained except with the utmost of striving and sacrifice. He 
Knows you more than you know yourself. He Knows what you 
are capable of and the pinnacle of this is what He expects from 
you, what He deserves from you. So realize once again that 
Arabic is the key to the Quran. How much will you give for it? 
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Another lesson that we can take from these letters is 
that they remind us of the Miracle of the Quran. How can we 
know this Book is truly from Allah (swt)? How can we know the 
Prophet (saw) is indeed His Messenger? We do not need to 
believe based on blind faith. He has given us clear proofs, 
undeniable evidences. And among the strongest of these is 
this Quran. In this Book, He (swt) challenges all of mankind. If 
we are in doubt concerning its Truthfulness, if we doubt that it 
is indeed from Him, then we only need to bring another like it. 

Can you produce a Book like this Quran? A work 
which has such depth of meaning, such beauty and eloquence, 
such guidance and morality, such perfect choice of words to 
express a meaning, such change to the society on which it was 
sent down, and which brings the hearts closer to the Divine 
like this Book does. Can you write such a Book? Can any 
among mankind? Even if we all came together and we pooled 
our efforts and intellects? Can we still do it? No, we cannot. He 
has told us that we cannot. So powerful is this Book that it has 
been called a mu’ajiza. This means an incapcictator. It has 
incapacitated us. Rendered us impotent in answering its 
challenge. It is so Perfect, so High, so unlike anything that any 
human being has ever composed. Over 1500 years ago the 
challenge was made. In the Quran itself. And to this day no 
one has been able to meet it. Although many have tried it. 
Think about it. Islam has had many enemies over the years. 
Those who do not want the Sovereignty of Allah (swt) on the 
earth, those would rather rule it themselves. These have tried 
so many ways to destroy our Din. To keep it down. To prevent 
it from achieving sovereignty in the land. To remove it from the 
hearts of the people. So you would think that if this challenge 
was answerable by humans, they would have answered it. 
They would have rushed to it. But they could not do it. 
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For the life of them they could not do it. They were 
utterly incapable. Even though at the end of the day, the Quran 
was nothing but Arabic. The Arabic language they knew very 
well. And this is what Allah (swt) reminds them of with the huruf 
ul muqatat. He shows them how this Quran is nothing but a 
collection of Arabic letters. It is not in some alien or unknown 
language. It is not in a medium that they do not comprehend. 
Why then can they not produce words like it? Words equal to it 
in power, beauty, meaning and expression. They cannot do it 
because they are unable to. They are too weak, too feeble. 
Their intellects, their ability, is simply not at that level. And this 
is the miracle, this is the mu’ajiza. This is how we know that it 
cannot be from a human and so it must be from the Divine. 

Now the second of these ayahs is linked closely to the 
first. Because the second is about the Quran itself. It tells us 
how this Quran is nothing less than a “Sending Down from 
Ar-Rahman Ar-Raheem”. The Arabic word nazala means for a 
thing to come down from a high place to a low place. But the 
word tanzil which He uses here means for a thing to come 
down from a very high place to an extremely low place. And is 
such not this Quran? Did it not come down from the highest of 
heavens onto our lowly earth? We know that the Source of the 
Quran is a sacred tablet known as At lahw ul Mafhuz. This is a 
tablet in the highest of heavens upon which the sacred words 
of the Quran are inscribed. It is from this tablet that the angel 
Gibreel (as) brought the Quran down onto the heart of our 
Prophet (saw). This is why our Master refers to it as what has 
been sent down. Now even though Gibreel is the one who 
actually brought the Quran down, Allah (swt) still refers to it 
here as what He sent down because He (swt) is the One Who 
ordered it. Remember that the angels are only His slaves. 

They only do what He commands them to. 
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There is another reason why Allah (swt) refers to this 
Quran as what He has sent down. It is to show us its status, to 
show us its greatness, to show us its loftiness over the things 
of this world. In classical Arabic for a certain thing to be high 
does not only mean physical height, rather it is also a sign of 
greatness. So our Master wants us to realize what this Book is. 
It is His Book. His very words. Can you even begin to realize 
what that means? The very words of this Quran are the very 
words of the Divine Himself. The superiority of His words over 
ours are like His Superiority over each of us. So think how 
Great and how Tremendous Allah (swt) IS. The same status 
needs to be given to His Book. It is far, far higher than anything 
of this world. Its ideas and concepts are far truer. Its laws and 
its systems are far more valid. It is not of this world. It is pure 
and it is vast. Like the sky above us. 

So see how in the very first verse, Allah (swt) 
establishes for us the relationship we need to have with His 
Book. He reminds us that we need to approach His Book with 
the respect and humility that it deserves. This is not a Book like 
the books of men, it does not have any errors or mistakes in it. 
It does not have any contradictions or falsehoods in it. It does 
not call to evil or injustice. No, such can only be find in the 
thoughts of men. In the ideologies and systems of men. But 
this Quran is far, far above that. Rather it is the Light, it is the 
Mercy and the Healing for all mankind. We only need to take it 
as such. We only need to let it be a complete guidance for our 
lives. Like it was for the Prophet (saw) and his Companions. 

For them the Quran was their life. They spent their days and 
nights learning this Book and spreading its Light to all mankind. 
This was because they knew what it truly was. They knew it 
was nothing less than what the Creator and Master of all had 
sent down. Do we today perceive it as such? 


10 



Notice also how Allah (swt) refers to Himself in this 
ayah. This ayah specifically where He (swt) is telling us how 
He has sent down the Quran. He does not refer to Himself as 
God or Master. Even though He is both of these for all creation 
rather He refers to Himself as Ar-Rahman Ar-Raheem. Of all 
His infinite Names He chose these two. In this verse where He 
tells us about His Book. So there is a special connection 
between these two Names of His and this Quran. But before 
we can realize that connection we have to remind ourselves of 
the meaning of these Names. These Names describe Him. 
They allow us to know Him, and thus to journey to Him. 

These two Names are both derived from the same 
root. Rahma. Although this is usually translated in English as 
mercy it really means much more. This same word has also 
been used for the womb of the mother. So can you imagine 
what kind of a mercy it must be? An all-encompassing mercy, 
a mercy that surrounds and envelops you completely, a mercy 
that is not only in one aspect or area but in every portion of life. 
Does the fetus not get everything it needs from the womb that 
envelops it? Not only its sustenance but even security. Does 
not the womb protect the fetus from all that could harm it? Is it 
not so tender and soft, so warm and nurturing? And does the 
fetus need to do anything to deserve this mercy? Does it need 
to work for it? Of course not, the mercy just comes to it and it 
keeps on coming. Such is the kind of mercy this word Rahma 
conveys. There really is no proper translation for it in English. 
There is no language on the earth today as rich or expressive 
as classical Arabic, so there is no language which can fully 
convey the meaning of this word. There is no way I can 
express to you just how much mercy this word means. And 
how much are we all in need of mercy? Is there anything we 
need at every moment more than mercy? 
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So these Names both mean the most Merciful but 
they mean it in different ways. The first Name Ar-Rahman 
means the One Whose mercy envelops and consumes. A full 
and complete mercy. A mercy that is never depleted. A mercy 
that flows to everyone and everything. Whereas Ar-Raheem 
means the constantly merciful. The One Who keeps showing 
mercy. The One Who does the act of showing mercy. So Ar- 
Rahman describes to us how much mercy He has and Ar- 
Raheem how He keeps showing mercy. The former tells us of 
His Being, His Essence, and the latter His actions. 

Now let us think about these two Names in relation to 
us. First the Name Ar-Rahman. This Name tells us the mercy 
that He has shown for all creation. There is not a single thing in 
all of existence except that at every single moment it is tasting 
of His Mercy. Even its existence is from His Mercy. For He is 
the Creator of every single thing. He is the One Who brought it 
into being. Now think about yourself. You exist at this moment 
only because of Him. You think, you feel, you experience only 
because of Him. Not only did He create you, but He brought 
you up, He raised you. Not just from childhood, but even when 
you were just a drop in your mother’s womb. He is the One 
Who took that drop and made it into the full human being you 
see today. With eyes that see, and ears that hear and two 
working hands and two walking legs. Can you imagine living 
even one day without these? Then on top of that He sustains 
you. Every breath of air you take, every morsel of food you eat, 
every drop of water you drink, it is all from Him. Even your very 
strength is from Him. He is the One Who allows you to move 
your hands and your feet. He is the One Who enables you to 
do anything that you do. Realize then the extent of His Mercy 
on you. Now realize that He also does this for all creation. This 
is why He is Ar-Rahman. The One of such overflowing mercy. 


12 



Now because He is Ar-Rahman, He has a mercy that 
flows to all creation. Such mercy, even though it is so much, 

He only gives because it is His Nature to give. It is a part of His 
Essence. A part of Who He is. But there is another tremendous 
mercy He gives which is in addition to this mercy. And this 
mercy is not for everyone. It is not for the disbelievers, those 
who turn away from Him and live heedless of Him. Rather it is 
only for the true believers. Only for those who believe in Him 
with utmost certainty and conviction. For those whose belief is 
manifested in their actions. Those who submit to Him and who 
strive to please Him. This is the mercy which is described by 
His Name Ar-Raheem. A mercy that He gives not because He 
has to but because He chooses to. Because He wants to. 

Allah (swt) gives this special mercy only to those 
whom He loves. And He (swt) loves them because they love 
Him. So if you want to be the recipient of this special mercy, 
then you have to love Him. And your love for Him cannot just 
be words on your tongue. It must be manifested in your striving 
and your submission. You must always be trying to do the acts 
pleasing to Him and you must try to be pleased with whatever 
He gives you in life. For His sake. This is how your belief in 
Him becomes true, this is how your love for Him becomes real, 
this is how you can be the recipient of that special mercy. 

There are several manifestations to this mercy. Our 
belief in Him, Iman, is a portion of this mercy. He is the One 
Who creates Iman in our hearts, He is the One Who makes it 
to grow. Even though we make the choice to believe, He is the 
One Who facilitates this choice. The same can be said for all 
the good we do. It is all from Him, He is the One Who allows us 
to do the deeds pleasing to Him. Even though the choice is 
from us, the enabling grace is from Him. So He allows us to 
journey to Him, to be near Him, and this is the greatest mercy. 
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When we are near to Him, that is when we reach a 
station of peace and tranquility. A station of true contentment 
and satisfaction. As He has told us in other verses, it is only in 
His Remembrance that hearts truly find solace. This is the very 
special mercy He gives only to the believers. His Nearness and 
the felicity that comes from it. And His giving of this special 
mercy is described by His Name Ar-Raheem. 

How wonderful would your life if He could be the both 
of these to you? If you could know Him both as Ar-Rahman 
and as Ar-Raheem. First if you know Him as Ar-Rahman then 
you would know the true source of all the blessings which most 
mankind take for granted. How many are the souls which are 
dead? They are all in their graves. How many are the souls 
who are ill? How many are the souls hungry and in need? Yet 
He has saved you from all these trials. He has given you life, 
and health, and sustenance. He has given you a sound body 
and a sound mind. Can you even begin to comprehend how 
tremendous are these bounties? Only if you were to lose them 
would you realize. There are many souls today who have been 
denied even these. There are so many of your brothers and 
sisters in the world who are dying just from hunger. Right at 
this moment. Even though Allah (swt) is Ar-Rahman, in His 
Wisdom, He has chosen to withhold some portion of this mercy 
from them. But He has not from you. How much of the mercy 
of Ar-Rahman are you receiving right at this moment? He is 
choosing to give all this to you. Only because of His love for 
you. How much then do you need to love Him? Since He is 
much more deserving of your love. And how much of His 
mercy as Ar-Raheem is He sending down on you right at this 
moment? Of all the souls today are you not one of the 
believers. Are you not reading this to please Him at this 
moment? If you are then know that He is with you. 
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A question that is sometimes asked when we speak 
about the Mercy of Allah (swt) is that if He (swt) is so Merciful 
then why does He allow evil to exist in the world? Why does 
He allow suffering and pain to exist? Hunger and poverty. In 
order to answer to this question we to remind ourselves once 
again the true nature of our existence. We are not in this world 
forever. This world was never meant to be our permanent 
abode. Rather it is only a testing grounds. He put us here in 
order to test us. To see which of us is best in deeds. Which of 
us serves and worships Him best. So we should not expect 
this world to be a paradise. We should not expect for life to 
always be smooth and easy. There will be difficulties. There 
will be challenges. Such is the very nature of this world. But if 
we pass the test. If only we do what He asks of us, then after 
death there is a true Paradise waiting for us. A world in which 
there is no pain or hunger or deprivation whatsoever. And 
moreover pain and hardship in this world can bring us closer to 
that Paradise in the next. Because we know that the more a 
soul suffers in this world, and the more it is patient for the sake 
of its Lord through its suffering then the more reward it earns. 
The more its scale becomes heavy. And thus the closer it 
becomes to passing the test and attaining to true felicity in the 
hereafter. So there is a hidden blessing in every trial that you 
can go through in this world. Moreover even in this world that 
trial may have some benefit for us. A benefit we may not be 
aware of while we are going through the trial but will manifest 
soon. If anything that trial should bring us nearer to Him. It 
should make us repent to Him and seek to do more to please 
Him. In the hope that He will answer our prayer and relieve us 
of it. In one way or another. So when we realize that the true 
purpose of life is only to please Him, only to draw nearer to 
Him, then we see the only trial is being distant. 
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Now does this mean that we should wish for trials? 
Does it mean we should wish for pain and sorrow? Does it 
mean we should shun ease and a good life? Of course not. 
Rather when we know that He is the Most Merciful then we 
should accept whatever mercy He sends down on us. if we are 
true to Him then we should know that every single thing which 
He sends down on us is mercy. If we find good in our lives, if 
we find that which pleases us, then we should know this is 
from His Mercy for us. So if you had a delicious meal, if you got 
a good job, if you have a beautiful spouse, if you have children, 
if you have good friends, if you live in a developed country and 
you have many comforts and facilities, if you have anything in 
your life that makes you happy, as long as it is not forbidden, 
then know it is from His Mercy for you. He sent it down on you 
only because of His Love for you. So you should accept it and 
you should be thankful to Him for it. But at the same time if you 
find some hardship, if you feel some pain or discomfort, if 
something grieves you or makes you annoyed or afraid, then 
this also is from His Mercy to you. If you are true to Him then 
even the trials of life are mercy for you. Because as we said, 
any trial is a blessing in disguise. It is a means to be purified of 
our sins, it is a means for us to draw nearer to Him. So think 
then how Merciful He is with us. Think then how much He 
loves us. The Prophet (saw) said wondrous is the affair of the 
believer. If he finds good then he is thankful to Allah (swt) and 
it is good for him. Meaning he is rewarded for his gratitude. 

And he (saw) said that if the believer finds evil then he is 
patient and this is good for him. But this is only for the believer. 
Whereas for the disbeliever, for the one who turns away from 
the Divine after being invited to Him, for such both the bounties 
of this world and the hardships are a torment for him. They 
both serve to make him more distant. 
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Now that we know a little bit about these two Names 
of His, we can think of how they link back to this ayah. This 
verse where He tells us how He has sent down this Quran. He 
does not say that it has been sent down by the Knowing and 
the Wise. He does not say that it has been sent down by the 
Mighty and the Strong. He does not say that it has been sent 
down by the Seeing and the Hearing. Although these are all 
His Names. Names that He Himself has used in other verses. 
Yet specifically in this ayah speaking about the sending down 
of the Quran, He uses two Names which both tell us of His 
Mercy. Does this not tell us about the Quran itself? Does it not 
show us how it is a mercy? This Book is a mercy in so many 
ways. First and foremost because it allows us to know Him. It 
allows us to be near to Him. How much of a mercy is just this? 
As we all know He is in the unseen realm. And although there 
are Signs in the universe around us which tell us of His 
Existence. And of His Oneness and Perfection. They do not tell 
us more about Him than this. They do not for example tell us of 
His Mercy or His Love or His Forgiveness. They also do not tell 
us what pleases Him and what displeases Him. So in order to 
find out more, in order to truly know our beloved, we need this 
Quran. We need Him to tell us in His own Words. And this 
knowledge that He gives to us about Himself, this path that He 
shows us through which we can journey to Him, this is in fact 
the greatest of His bounties to us. Because what is greater 
than Him, what is sweeter than Him, what is there which can 
truly give our hearts contentment and peace like Him? If He is 
with you then what more do you possibly need? Even if you 
are denied much of this world, even if you are in much pain, is 
not His nearness far greater than all of this. You do not fear the 
future because you know He will take care of you. And you do 
lament over the past because it was what He decreed for you. 
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This Book is also a Mercy because it shows us the 
right way to live. We as human beings need guidance. We 
need to be shown how to act. We need to be shown what is 
right and wrong. Because we do not know for ourselves. At 
the end of the day remember that we are His slaves. He only 
created us to live in slavehood to Him. If this is our purpose 
then should it not be He Who shows us how to live. Should it 
not be He Who defines the relationship with Him? So we need 
to remember that what is right, what is good, is only what 
pleases Him. And what is wrong and evil is all that displeases 
Him. No matter what we may think, no matter what the society 
around us may think. These do not matter, only He matters. 

And you will see that when we live the life that He 
wants from us. When we submit to Him as individuals and as a 
society. Then we too will find tranquility. We too will find mercy. 
Because all that harms us, He has forbidden in His Law. All the 
evils, all what cause misery and pain, He has outlawed. From 
adultery and fornication, to usury and gambling, to stealing and 
cheating, to backbiting and cursing, to anger and envy. These 
are only a few of the many evils which are clearly forbidden in 
the Sharia. If only we would stay away from these, if only we 
would be the best human beings we can possibly be, if only we 
would behave with the people in the best of ways, then think 
how much mercy we would find in our lives. We spoke earlier 
about there being evil in the world despite Him being the most 
Merciful. Another reason for this is that we have turned away 
from the guidance that He has sent. The vast majority of us do 
not live our lives by this Quran, we do not live only to please 
Him. This is why we harm others, we steal from others, we do 
not look after others. Both as individuals and as nations. If 
only mankind would follow this Quran then you would not see 
much of the pain we see today. Rather you would see mercy. 
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Mawdudi tells us in his tafsir of this ayah of another 
connection between Allah (swt) being the Most Merciful and 
His sending down the Quran. He tells us it is a requirement of 
Allah (swt)’s Mercy to send down this Quran. If He (swt) is truly 
the Most Merciful then He must send down this Quran. For this 
is a manifestation of His Mercy. Only if He were a merciless 
God would He allow us to wander in darkness and confusion. 
For what is a greater torment than being deprived of guidance, 
what is a greater torment than not knowing right from wrong, 
good from evil. We as human beings may think that we are 
better off without the Divine Guidance. We may think that this 
illusion we call “freedom” is good for us. We may think that we 
can figure it out for ourselves. But we are like spoiled children. 
We do not realize just how ignorant we are. How much we do 
not know. We think that we know but we do not. Just imagine a 
parent who allows a child to do whatever he pleases and does 
not discipline or guide him at all. The child then does whatever 
his instincts push him towards, not caring about right or wrong, 
good or evil. At first he thinks he is having fun, but soon he 
realizes he has ruined his life. Would you say that his parent 
was merciful with him? Of course not. If his parent was merciful 
he would have given him the guidance, shown him the way. 

Our Master wants us to be happy, peaceful and 
prosperous in this life. He wants mercy for us because He is 
the Most Merciful. This is why He sent down this Book wherein 
He has shown us as individuals and us as a society how to live 
if we then turn away from it. If we choose to live by other than it 
then we are as Mawdudi said making an enemy of ourselves. 
We are destroying ourselves. Because when you turn away 
from what the Most Merciful has sent down then what can you 
expect except pain, misery and fear? The opposite of mercy. 
And look around the world today, is that not what you see? 
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3. A Book, its Signs have been made clear, an Arabic 
Quran for a people who know. 

In this beautiful ayah our Master continues to tell us 
about His Book. He does so in order that we approach it in the 
right way. In order that we approach it realizing its 
tremendousness and its immeasurable value and its absolute 
clarity. Only then would we have with it the relationship that it 
deserves. Only then would we live for it like those before us 
did. Only then would we commit ourselves to it. This really is 
what most of us today are lacking. It is not just that we do not 
follow the Quran, it is not just that we do not implement it in our 
lives and in our society, but an even deeper problem is we do 
not realize this Book for what it is. We do not realize it is what 
the Divine Himself has sent down, as He established for us so 
clearly in the previous verse. We just do not realize its worth. It 
should be so simple but it is not. This is the Quran. The very 
foundation of our Din. Its Message, its ideas and concepts 
should be something even our children know very well. But 
sadly this is not so. Most of us do not know what He is telling 
us here. And this is why we do not know the value of this Book, 
and this is why we continue to neglect it. 

Do you think such is pleasing to Him? We are the only 
nation onto whom He chose to reveal the Quran, His Very 
Words, the final guidance for all mankind, the most powerful 
evidence given to any prophet, we have it. There is nothing on 
this earth more precious than it. Not now and not ever. If we 
as an Ummah were to turn away from it, if we were to neglect 
it, like we have been for so long, then what will be our station 
with Him in the Hereafter. The only way that you can be safe is 
for you to make the right choice. To dedicate your life to it. 
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The first description our Master gives of His Quran is 
“A Book, its Signs have been made clear”. First notice how 
He does not say its “verses have been made clear”, rather He 
says “its Signs have been made clear”. So He refers to the 
verses of His Book as “Signs”. Why is this? What are they 
pointing to? In order to understand we first have to realize 
once again the nature of our life on this earth. It is naught but a 
journey. At each moment we are coming closer and closer to 
our destination. And what is our destination. Either Him or 
other than Him. This He has promised us. He has promised us 
that this life will end. He has promised us that death would visit 
each of us. He has promised us that there would then be a 
judgment. And based on how we fare in this judgment there 
will either be eternal bliss or eternal torment. This He has 
promised us. Now the bliss is more than just sensual pleasures 
and the joy of being reunited with our families and the fulfilling 
of every desire, rather the greatest joy of Paradise is being 
near to Him. It is the beholding of Him. And the torment is more 
than just the burning of Hell. It is more than all the other forms 
of torture and misery to be found in that pit. Rather the greatest 
torment is distance from Him. It is being blind to Him. This is 
the nature of our existence, we are all travelling to one of these 
destinations. Either Paradise with all its felicity and nearness to 
Him or Hell with all its torment and distance from Him. 

Now that you know, do you not want to be on the right 
path? But how can you find this path? How can you know the 
way? Of course it is through this Quran. This Book shows the 
path which leads to Him. This is why its verses are Signs. They 
point to the right path. In one way or another. They show how 
we can come closer and closer to Him. Either by telling us 
about Him, or about the actions and the states of heart that 
please Him. Through this we can journey to Him. 
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Now in this ayah He tells us that the Signs of this 
Book have been made clear. What we need to do in order to 
journey to Him has been made clear. He has told us exactly 
what we need to believe in. He has told us exactly what we 
need to do. He has told us exactly how our hearts need to be. 
So that there can be no doubt, and no confusion. He has made 
it so easy for us. It has all been detailed and made clear. 

Also recall from Surah Al Fatihah where we made a 
dua to Him. He taught us to make this special prayer. In fact 
He commanded us to repeat this prayer over seventeen times 
a day. Do you recall what we ask for in that prayer? Yes it is 
the guidance to Him. The guidance to the Straight Path, the 
Straight Path which leads to Him. Now even in this world, if 
you were looking for a certain path, a certain road, how can 
you go about finding it? Is it not by looking for the Signs which 
lead to it? For example if I am driving and I am on a local road, 
and I want to find highway 287, I would look for the signs for 
that highway. So that they lead me to it. Similarly the ayahs of 
the Quran show us the Straight Path. The only path in the 
whole world that leads to Him. They allow us to get on the 
Straight Path and they allow us to remain on it. Do you now 
see the value of this Book? Do you now see the relationship 
you need to have with it? This Book shows the Path that leads 
to the Divine. It is the only way you can attain salvation in the 
next life, the only way to escape Hell and be taken to Paradise. 
These places are very real. And every single one of us will be 
in either one of them very soon. Do you not want to be in the 
right one? Then this Book is your only hope. And even in this 
world the only way you can have peace and contentment 
through all the challenges of life is to realize His Nearness. He 
will only be near to you if you remember Him. And how better 
way to remember Him than through His Book? 
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See then His Bounty upon us, see then His Love for 
us, in that He would make His Book so clear. What excuse 
then do we have for keeping away from it? Why has each of us 
not committed ourselves to its study? Why should we leave it 
only for the scholars? It is not only their book, but ours as well. 
Allah (swt) saved us from having a clergy. We do not have any 
such thing in our Din. There is no single exclusive group who 
can claim to be the only ones to understand and interpret the 
Quran. There is no evidence whatsoever for such a group. On 
the contrary, Allah (swt) addresses all of the believers, in fact 
all of mankind in this Message. So it is for all of us. Every man 
and every woman. Each of us can go to this Book and find out 
what our Creator is telling us. We can know exactly what our 
Master expects from us. Not only can we but we should. For 
this is the very reason why He made its verses into Signs and 
the very reason why He made these Signs so clear. If ever we 
choose to neglect this bounty, if ever we choose to turn away 
from this path, then is that not tantamount to turning away from 
Him? How great a crime is it to turn away from such a Being? 

Now this is not to say that the Quran is a simple Book 
to understand. This is not to say that you can start passing 
religious verdicts (fatwas) after reading only a translation of an 
ayah. Although this is a Book whose verses have been made 
clear, it is also a Heavy Word. The Word of the Divine. As He 
Himself has attested to. The words of this Book are filled with 
meanings. Just overflowing with meanings. What else can you 
expect from His Speech? We also have to realize the Arabic 
language is far deeper, far more expressive than any other 
language. Many times there is no straight translation for a 
given Arabic word. You will need an entire page in English to 
describe the meaning of one Arabic word. This is how rich the 
language is. This is why He chose it for His Book. 
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So if you commit yourself to studying this Book, and 
you must, then it must be a deep study. You must give it much 
time and effort. Only then can you claim to even begin to 
understand it. Insha Allah our tafsir is a good stepping stone to 
begin your journey. But realize you need to go much further. I 
have only shown you here the very tip of the iceberg, but there 
is so much more. If only you would take the time to see. 

Your journey must begin with a study of the Arabic 
language. Because Allah (swt) Himself says in this ayah that 
His Book is “an Arabic Quran for a people who know”. 
As I mentioned earlier, notice how Arabic is being described as 
an attribute of the Quran, an integral of the Quran. To show 
that if you remove it from the Quran, then what you have is no 
longer Quran. This Book of guidance only has the guidance 
with its language. If you do not have the language then your 
quest for its guidance will be fruitless. 

Now it might seem pretty obvious to say that this is 
an Arabic Quran. After all anyone can see the language it has 
been written in. For this tafsir I do not need to tell you it is in 
English, you can see for yourself. Why then does Allah (swt) 
specifically tell us the Quran is Arabic? Is it simply to state the 
obvious? Of course not. The Quran is far beyond that. He is far 
above that. Rather He wants us to realize just how important 
Arabic is to understanding this Book. This is why He tells us 
specifically that this is an Arabic Quran. In order that we never 
forget. That we never separate this Book from its language. 

The only reason I wrote this tafsir in English is to 
facilitate the need for our Ummah to learn the Quran. Most of 
us today do not speak Arabic. Even those of us who may call 
ourselves Arabs. Rather today English is the tongue that most 
in the Ummah can understand. Especially those of us in the 
West. The only way we can learn our Book is in this language. 


24 



However this is far from optimal, rather the best way 
to learn Quran is with its language. In fact coming back to the 
ayah notice how Allah (swt) says it is “an Arabic Quran for 
a people who know”. What do these people know? These 
people whom the Divine Speech was intended for. Allah (swt) 
does not specifically tell us, but we can imply among the things 
they know is Arabic. After all if they do not know the language 
then how can they understand the Book? So even just to be 
among the intended recipients of the Quran we need to know 
the language. For as we see from here this Book was meant 
for a people who know Arabic. They are its target audience. 

Now can someone say from this that the Quran is 
only for the Arabs? Is it only for the Arabs as a race? Of course 
not. This Quran is for all mankind. As Allah (swt) Himself has 
told us in so many verses. Is this then a contradiction in the 
text? No, because all mankind is capable of learning Arabic. 
This language is not only for the Arabs. Rather any of us can 
learn it. In fact if you study history, you will see that among the 
greatest scholars of this language were born as non-Arabs. 
Meaning Arabic was not their mother tongue. They took the 
time and made the effort to learn this language, and eventually 
became the masters of it. Why then cannot you? 

The Companions knew the importance of Arabic in 
understanding the Quran. This is why when they did dawah, 
when they fulfilled their obligation of taking the Message of this 
Book to the world, they also took its language. Because they 
knew this ayah, they knew you needed Arabic to understand 
the Quran. In fact in their time the only land in which Arabic 
was spoken was Arabia. But today all of the Middle East and 
all of North Africa speak Arabic as their native tongue. How did 
this happen? How did Arabic replace the native tongues of 
these lands? It was only through the efforts of the Sahabah. 
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The bottom line is that when you look at an ayah 
without the Arabic language, you will get only a portion of its 
meanings. The translation will give you only a tiny fraction of 
what was intended in that ayah. If even that much. This is 
because there is no language on earth as expressive or as 
powerful as Arabic. You can shake someone to their very core 
just with a few words in this language. Tell me which other 
language you can do this in. So we all have to make our best 
effort to learn this language. By no means will it be easy. But 
does not even the journey of a thousand miles begin with just a 
single step? Make the effort, try your best. If you are sincere to 
Him then He will make it easy for you. He is capable of all. 

Do you not also see a direct connection between our 
loss of the Arabic language and our distance from this Quran 
and consequently our distance from Him? Many of us hear the 
Quran being recited, in Salah or on a CD or even when we 
recite it ourselves. But does it affect us, does it move us, does 
it bring us to tears or make us to faint like it did for those before 
us? It does not, and why is this? Because most of the time we 
do not comprehend what is being recited we do not understand 
what our Master is saying. We let Him speak again and again, 
we allow His Words in our ears again and again, but we do not 
let them in our hearts. We do not contemplate and ponder on 
what He says, we do not let it have an impact in our lives. And 
the reason for this is we do not understand the Arabic that He 
is speaking to us. If your beloved, whom you loved more than 
anything or anyone in this world, wrote to you a letter, but it 
was in a different language than your own, would not make the 
effort to learn that language. Only because of that love for your 
beloved. What then does it say about your love for the Divine 
when you neglect His Book for so long? All your sins, all your 
heedless ways, are only because of your distance from Him. 
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Returning again to the ayah we notice how our Master 
tells us that this “an Arabic Quran for a people who 

know”. As we mentioned He (swt) does not specifically tell us 
what it is they know. Among what they know is Arabic for they 
are the people for whom the Arabic Quran was intended, but 
this is not all that they know. They know more than this. They 
also know Allah (swt). They know He is their Creator and 
Sustainer, they know He is their Lord and Master. They know 
He exists. They are absolutely certain. Their belief is one of 
absolute conviction, they do not just think He is there, rather 
they know. As He clearly tells us in the ayah. These are the 
people to whom the Quran has been intended. Those who 
know the Divine. Who know there is a Being above them. 

The lesson for us from this is that knowledge of the 
Divine is a prerequisite to approaching the Quran. Before we 
can study this Book, before we can search for guidance from it, 
before we can benefit from it, we first have to know Him. And 
we have to know that Book is from Him. As He clearly told us 
in the previous verse. Only when we know Him, when we know 
the kind of Being that He is and the place He must have in our 
lives, only then would we approach His Book in the right way. 

If we do not have this attitude, it we do not give this 
Book the reverence that it deserves, then we will never get the 
guidance from it. How can we come to it seeking the path to 
Him if we do not know Him in the first place? And even it we 
are shown the path, how can we have the strength to always 
be steadfast on it unless we have the yearning for Him? And 
know that even the ability to remain on the path comes from 
Him. He is the One Who reveals the guidance contained in this 
Book and then enables us to follow it. Why would He do that 
for us if we do not believe in Him in first place? If we do not 
know Him as our Creator and Sustainer, our Lord and Master. 
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Another lesson we can take from Allah (swt) making 
His Book clear is to see how the guidance to Him has been 
made clear. Thus we have no excuse whatsoever for turning 
away from it. We cannot come to Him on Judgment Day and 
tell Him that we did not know what to do. We cannot come to 
Him and tell Him that we did not know usury, gambling and 
fornication were evil. We cannot tell Him that we did know we 
had to worship only Him. We cannot tell Him we did not know 
we had to rule our lands by His Law. We cannot tell Him that 
we did not know we had to be the best to our parents and to 
keep relations with our family. We cannot tell Him we did know 
we had to be honest and fair in our business dealings and kind 
and respectful to the people. We cannot make such excuses. 
Because all of these rulings have been made clear in His Book 
the path has been made clear. Now the onus is upon us. 

Another benefit we can take from the clarity of our text 
is to see how we must be united around it. We should not 
break into groups and sects due to different understandings of 
the text. The Quran should be our standard; it should be what 
unites us as an Ummah. If ever we disagree on any issue, we 
should return it to this Book for judgment. This should be so 
simple, so obvious. Why then are we not doing it? How can the 
Rafidis curse the Companions when there are so many clear 
ayahs in which they are praised? Do they not know that these 
blessed souls are who helped the Prophet (saw) to establish 
this Din? And then they conveyed it to us. And even worse how 
can the secularists claim we can live under a man-made 
government? How can they claim we can vote and participate 
in such governments? How can they deny the Khilafah when 
there are so many clear ayahs where Allah (swt) has 
commanded us to live only by His Law? For them to deny such 
clear verses only shows they do not care for these verses. 
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3. A Bringer of Good News and a Warner, but most of them 
turn away, so they do not hear. 

In this blessed verse our Master continues to describe 
His Book. He shows us how precious it is. How tremendous is 
its message. He does so in order that we realize its worth. So 
that we realize just how attached we must be to it. How we 
must take it as the guide for our lives. How we must spend 
even more time reflecting on it, studying it, and propagating it 
to mankind. This Quran must be our life. As it was for the 
Prophet (saw) and his Companions. Allah (swt) wants us to 
come to this realization. This is why He praises this Quran. 

He begins by describing it as “A Bringer of Good 

News”. The Arabic word basheer cannot easily be translated 
into English. It means more than just a bringer of good news. 
Rather it means a source of such joy and happiness. A thing 
which just lights up your heart. Something that we all love. We 
as human beings are creatures of such need, of such wants. 
That we love to be told good news. We love to be told that a 
desire that we have will be fulfilled. A wish that we made will be 
answered. Think about it. Even as a child were you not happy 
when your parents told you that you were going to get a thing 
you wanted. Be this a toy or a game or just ice cream. And 
when you are older, were you not overjoyed to hear that you 
passed that exam or that you got that job or that your beloved 
is coming to visit or that your child was born healthy. These are 
just a few examples of this basheer. You can probably think of 
many more from your own life. What they all have in common 
is how sweet they are to our hearts. Often times this news is 
even sweeter for us than what it promises. Our Creator knows 
this about. He Knows us. Thus He made this Quran a basheer. 



But what is the good news that this Quran promises? 
Is it merely a thing of this world? Like the examples we gave. Is 
that the good news contained in this blessed book? No, rather 
the good news of this Quran is much greater. Several are the 
promises He gives us here, several are the ways in which He 
lights up our hearts. First and foremost, the greatest promise 
that He gives is Himself. If you truly knew Him then you would 
know there is nothing at all which compares to Him. There is 
nothing sweeter than Him. He is the Majestic and the Pure, the 
Tremendous and the Overwhelming, the Light of the heavens 
and the earth. Once you know His Beauty and His Sublimity, 
how can you not love Him with all your heart? How can you not 
praise and glorify Him with every ounce of strength you have? 

He is the Greatest. And in this Book, He promises you 
Himself. He promises you that He will be near to you, both in 
this life and the next. Can you even begin to realize what this 
means, for the Divine to be with you? If He is with you then do 
you have any reason to fear? Any reason to despair? Who or 
what is there in this entire universe that can harm you if He is 
with you? And how can you grieve over anything that you may 
have lost when He is with you? How does anything compare to 
Him? If He is with you then what else can you possibly need? 

Another wonderful news that this Quran promises is 
the Garden. That eternal abode in the Hereafter. Even though 
you can have peace in this world if Allah (swt) is with you, even 
though He might give you some things of this world. This world 
was never created to be a place of joy. He did not create it for 
you to live forever in happiness. No, this world He created only 
as a place of testing. And He always tests you with some good 
in order that you be thankful and some hardship in order that 
you be patient. For His sake. And all of us must eventually 
leave this world. We are only visiting here. 
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The only place where all trials will end, the only place 
where the pleasures remain, the only place where you can 
truly achieve felicity is the Garden. And He gives you the good 
news of the Garden in this Quran. Not only does He promise 
you this wonderful place in His Book, but He also describes it 
for you. He describes it for you in great detail. In fact there is 
no book ever written in which Paradise has been described in 
as much detail as it has been in the Quran. Even the cups from 
which you will drink, the couches on which you will recline, the 
food which you will eat, the states of your heart, it has all been 
detailed for you. So that you will love it, so that you will yearn 
for it. So that you realize how it is far better than this world. 
Through this Quran the unseen world becomes seen. 

Now even though the Garden is far better than this 
world, even though the nearness to the Divine is far superior to 
anything of this world, He even gives us in this Quran the good 
news of some things of this world. Even in this world there are 
wonderful things that He could give us. And He gives us the 
good news of these in this Quran. Among the bounties of this 
world the Quran promises us is a good and pure life. A life free 
of poverty and need, free of sickness and disability, free of 
calamities and pain, free of fear and anxiety. Every morning 
you wake you will have peace and at night when you sleep you 
will have peace. In this Book He also gives you the good news 
of a spouse and children who will be the coolness of your eyes. 
And He promises that He will look after your children and care 
for them when you are not with them. And for our Ummah He 
promises us establishment in the land. He promises to replace 
our state of oppression, humiliation and poverty, with one of 
justice, dignity and prosperity. Like He did for the generations 
before us. These are a few of the good things of this world that 
He promises us in this Book. 
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Now what is important to keep in mind about this 
good news He promises us is that it is a conditional promise. 
Meaning these things are not promised to just anyone. Rather 
you have to prove yourself to Him, you have to show Him that 
you are worthy of these wonderful bounties. For example the 
first good news of His Nearness, for this good news we have to 
ask is He with all the people, is He with the disbelievers and 
the hypocrites? If you search the entire Quran you will not find 
even one ayah where He says He is with such people. Rather 
He only says He will be those whom He is pleased with. The 
same can be said for all the promises He gives us. They are 
only promised to those whom He is pleased with. They are 
every much a reward as they are a promise. Even Paradise is 
not promised to all mankind. Not just anyone can enter that 
blessed place. You have to prove yourself to Him, you have to 
make the effort. Only then is the good news for you. 

See then how the Quran is a Book of Guidance. See 
how it motivates you and molds you into a better person. If you 
are true to this Book, if you really take its message to your 
heart, then you will not be the same person you were before 
you came to it. Rather it will transform you, into a better slave 
of His and thus a better person. Because the true Muslim does 
not lie, or cheat, or steal, or hurt others in any way. He is a 
reflection of the attributes of his Lord, the One to Whom he has 
dedicated his life to. And are not His most salient attributes His 
Mercy and His Forgiveness and His Love and His Justice? 
When you read this Book, when you are attached to it, then 
you should too come closer to this station. Not only because of 
your love for Him and awe for Him but also because He has 
promised you if you please Him the best of reward. Himself. 
See then how this Book is different from all the other books of 
this world. See how it has the salvation for all mankind. 
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Not only does this Book give good news, but it also 
warns. And the Arabic word nadeer also means more than just 
a warning. When you give someone a nadeer you give them 
more than just a warning. Rather you give them a warning from 
which they can benefit. You see sometimes you might warn 
someone of a danger or a calamity that is coming toward them, 
but there is nothing they can do about it. There is nothing they 
can do to save themselves. You cannot use the word nadeer 
for such a warning. Rather nadeer specifically means a 
warning that demands action, such that if the action is taken 
then the danger can be averted. This word was used in those 
days to refer to the warning that was given when an enemy 
army is about to attack a town. It was a warning from which the 
townsfolk can benefit, if they prepared for the invasion by 
readying their weapons and raising their defenses then they 
had a chance. But on the other hand if they did nothing, if they 
did not take any action, if they just slept while the enemy was 
at their gates then of a surety they would be conquered and 
slaughtered. So nadeer is a warning from which the people can 
benefit, this Quran gives such a warning for all mankind. 

This word also means to warn of a danger that is 
certain to befall. If you warn someone of a danger, but you are 
not sure that danger will actually come, then the word nadeer 
cannot be used for your warning. For example the weatherman 
says there is a possibility of severe thunderstorms in your area, 
this may be a warning but it is not nadeer. Because there is an 
element of doubt, he is not certain it will come. For a warning 
to be nadeer the one giving the warning has to be sure. This is 
why this same word has also been used to mean promise. So 
not only is the warner warning you of the danger, but he is also 
promising you of it. See how powerful a word it is, see how it is 
a word which grabs our attention and forces us to listen. 
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Such power and depth of meaning you will never find 
by reading only the translation. Such an impact on the heart 
will never be gained only from the translation. Ultimately the 
amount the Quran benefits us is the amount of guidance we 
take from it, the amount of knowledge it gives us. And if we 
confine ourselves to only the translation then is this benefit not 
limited? We are in fact selling ourselves short, we are in fact 
depriving ourselves of the one thing we need most in this world 
the guidance to Him. Would you ever throw away your money? 
Would you ever waste your youth away by not studying and 
earning a degree when you know the extra effort you put into 
doing so has rewards in this world? How then can you not put 
the effort into studying this Quran and its language when you 
know the benefit you get out of it is far better than anything in 
this world? The benefit you get is the guidance to Him. 

What then does the Quran warn of? What is the 
danger that is coming towards us which it protects us from? 
There are actually several. First and foremost is the distance 
from Him. Just like there is nothing better in this life or the next 
than being near to Him, there is no greater torment than being 
distant from Him. He tells us in this Quran that it is only by His 
Remembrance that hearts find rest. Think then of the heart that 
does not remember Him, a heart that is not with Him, is such a 
heart at peace? Is such a heart that can ever taste true joy and 
contentment? He also tells that whoever turns away from His 
Remembrance will have a constricted and depressed life. For 
how can a heart that is distant from Him ever be content when 
our hearts were created only to be near Him. He created us to 
remember Him and worship Him. What then will we find if we 
turn away from this purpose? Is it anything other than pain? 

We will be in misery and most of the time we will not even 
realize it. This He warns us of in His blessed Book. 
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The Quran also warns us of Hellfire. That place of 
eternal torment and pain. We have all felt pain in this world, we 
have all felt some discomfort. We are such frail creatures, our 
bodies are so weak. We know what it feels like when we get 
cut, or burnt, or struck, or when we are ill. It is not a pleasant 
feeling. We do not like it. We want it to end. But that is the 
beautiful thing about pain in this world, it always comes to an 
end. In His Mercy He relieves us of our pain, He cures us of 
our sicknesses, He heals our wounds. Because just like He did 
not create this earth for us to be find true pleasure in it, He also 
did not create this earth as a place of torment. Rather it is only 
a place of testing. And the pain we feel in this earth is only a 
taste of the pain that awaits in the Hell. In the sacred hadith the 
Prophet (saw) told us that the fire in Hell was seventy times 
greater in intensity than the fire of the earth. Can you even 
imagine that? How severe is the fire of this earth? How intense 
is the pain when you get burned? Can you even imagine the 
torment you will feel should you even get touched by a fire that 
is seventy times greater? Can you imagine the pain that you 
will feel? And the worst part is that it will be forever. As we said 
every pain in this world will end. Allah (swt) promised us that 
with difficulty comes relief. But such is only in this world. In Hell 
there is no relief. There is not even a slight moment in which 
the torment will be eased. In fact when the inmates are asked 
for some relief, they will be told there is nothing at all for them 
except more torment. Now do not ever think Hell is an unjust or 
evil place. Rather know that this place is a manifestation of His 
Justice. He has promised us that the only ones who will burn in 
it are the criminals, the sinners. Those who turned away from 
Him. Those who did what displeased Him. If you knew Him, if 
you knew how Glorious and Tremendous a Being He is. Then 
you will know how great a sin it is to turn away from Him. 
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When we realize this then we realize how great a 
mercy His warning is. The warning He placed in this Quran. 
Because here He reminds us of Who He is, He reminds us of 
the duty and the obligation that we owe to Him, and He warns 
us of the consequences we have to face if we fail in that duty. 
When the warning has been so clearly conveyed then what 
excuse do we have for turning away. What excuse do we have 
for neglecting it? Many scholars said that Allah (swt) did not 
even need to send the warning, rather they said we as human 
beings could have discerned from the Signs in this universe 
around us that there is a Creator and that this Being deserves 
our worship. Like Zaid bin Nufyal. Think about it. Can you not 
realize that you have a Creator, that you have a Sustainer? 
Can you not see that every breath you take is from Him? Can 
you ever stop breathing? Can you ever stop taking the air from 
His earth? How then can you live heedless of Him? How then 
can you forget Him? How then can you disobey His Law and 
break His commandments? Is it fair for you to take so much 
from Him and give Him nothing in return? Is it justice for you to 
be so arrogant and selfish when He is so Tremendous and 
Awesome a Being? Such is not at all justice, rather it is the 
very epitome of evil and injustice. This is why He created Hell 
and He set it ablaze, as a just recompense for those who 
choose to do this evil. And this evil you should have realized, 
you should have been cognizant of. But just in case you were 
not, in His Mercy to you, because of His Love for you, He 
warns you of it in this Quran. He shows you exactly what evil 
is, in order that you can try your best to avoid it. In order that 
you try your best to live a life of strict adherence to His Law. In 
order that you restrain your lower self from its base lusts and 
desires .In order that you curb your ego, in order that you try 
your best to remember Him and please Him. 
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In the second part of this verse our Master says “but 
most of them turn away, so they do not hear”. Here 
He brings our attention to a very sad reality. That is how most 
of mankind has turned away from this Quran, most of us have 
turned away from His Message. Despite it being a bringer of 
good news and a warner. Can we not see this reality only by 
looking to the world around us? Can we not see how most of 
mankind does not give this Book the place in their lives that it 
deserves? Even those who are supposed to be its followers, 
those who call themselves Muslims. What percentage of the 
Ummah today knows even the basic meanings of this Book? 
What percentage has taken the time to study it? Even to a very 
basic level like we are presenting here. Sadly very little. Most 
of us have turned away. We know this is our Master’s Book. 

We know these are His very words. We know that here He is 
speaking to us. Conveying to us His Message. Telling us what 
He expects of us. Showing us how we can please Him. But 
most of us are turning away from Him. Can you even imagine 
how vile an evil it is to turn away from so Magnificent a Being? 
A Being so Holy and Pure, a Being Who has given us so much. 

In fact the word a’rada that Allah (swt) uses here 
means more than just to turn away, it also means to abandon 
something. It also means to be averse to a thing. Is this not an 
accurate description of our relationship with the Quran today? 
Have we not abandoned it? Because of an almost aversion we 
have to it. Now we may like to recite it every now and then, in 
Ramadan or when a loved one passes away. But do we love to 
learn its meanings? Do we love to reflect and ponder on its 
verses? Do we love to find out what our Lord is telling us in it 
because of our love for Him? Most of us do not have this love, 
because we have forgotten Him. Our hearts are drowning in 
this worldly life. We care so little for Him and His Book. 
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When you know that this is the sad reality which most 
of mankind is in, the sad reality which most of the Ummah is in, 
then should you not strive to be different? Should you not try to 
be nearer and nearer to this Quran? In fact His telling you that 
the nature of most people is to turn away in and of itself is a 
warning for you. In order that you realize it is also in your own 
nature. We are by nature apathetic, lethargic and arrogant 
especially when it comes to our relationship with Him. If you 
know this is your nature then you not strive against it? If your 
love for Him is true and sincere. 

Also notice how Allah (swt) does not simply tell us 
that most of mankind turns away but He also tells us that as a 
consequence of this “they do not hear”. There is a lot our 
Master has to say in this Quran. As we said each ayah is just 
loaded with so much meaning. But if we are turned away from 
this Quran, then how we learn these meaning? How can we 
hear what He has to say? How can we find the path that leads 
to Him? See then the terrible consequence of turning away, 
see what great a price needs to be paid. You remain utterly 
ignorant of the words of your Master, you do not hear what He 
has to say. How then can you hope to please Him, how then 
can you hope to find the purpose for your existence, how can 
you ever hope to escape the Fire and enter Paradise? If you 
do not even listen to what He has to say. It should be so simple 
it should be so basic and fundamental, we have to listen to our 
Master's words. We have to learn what He has to say and we 
have to implement it in our lives. We have to live by His Book. 
This is what most of mankind has failed to do, not only today 
but throughout the ages. Why then can you not be different? 
Why then can you not listen? Why cannot you open your ears 
and your heart to Him? Why cannot you let Him in? 
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Imam Razi reminds us in his tafsir of this ayah how it 
is an evidence that the human does indeed have free will. This 
issue has been a huge corruption in our Ummah. And its 
effects are still being felt even to this day. There have been 
some people in our Ummah who have claimed that the human 
being has no free will. Rather they claim we are instruments of 
the Divine. Controlled completely by Him. According to them 
when a man does evil, it is really Allah (swt) Who did that evil. 
How misguided a thought is this, how deviant an idea? How 
can you ever ascribe evil to the Divine? When He is the Light, 
He is the Pure, He is all that is good. And in this verse alone 
He shows how wrong such a belief is. He describes these 
people as turning away. Turning away even after the good 
news is conveyed to them, turning away even after they were 
warned. Notice in the verse how the action of turning away is 
attributed to them, not to Him. Even the verb itself is not in the 
passive form but rather the active form. Does this not show 
how they did so out of their choice? Does this not show how 
the choice was from them? The action was from them. 

See again the Power of this Book. See the depth of its 
meanings. Allah (swt) Knew the corruption that would try and 
seep into our Ummah. That is why He gave us the solution, He 
showed us the way in His Book. He Knew this Book would be 
His Final Message for all mankind. He would not communicate 
to any of us directly after it. Thus the only chance for us to get 
the correct beliefs, to be put on the right Path is through this 
Book. This Quran then is the cure. We only have to give it the 
time and effort it deserves from us. And we have to give it our 
sincerity. Similar corruptions to the ones we mentioned still 
exist in our Ummah. In certain groups and sects. We have to 
stop blindly following them and return to this Book. Search for 
guidance only in this Book. 
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5. And they say “Our hearts are submerged from what you 
call us to, and in our ears there is a deafening 
heaviness and between us and you is a strong 
barrier, so work we too are working”. 


In this beautiful ayah our Master continues to describe 
those who turn away from His Message, His Quran. Recall 
from the previous ayah where He told us that this was indeed 
the vast majority of mankind. He told us how despite the fact 
that this Quran was a bringer of good news and a warner, most 
of the people still turn away from it. Here He continues to tell 
us about such people. He does so in order that we know them 
well, for we will undoubtedly have to face such people in our 
dawah. And He also tells us about them so that we do not ever 
become like them. So that we strive against their tendencies 
within our own selves. And through both of these efforts we 
progress in our journey to Him. He begins by telling us how 
such people say “Our hearts are submerged from what 

you call us to”. There really is no English translation for the 
Arabic word kinna. Among the meanings it gives is for a thing 
to be completely submerged, completely enveloped. Imagine if 
you dropped a ring into a cup of black coffee. The ring will sink 
to the bottom, will you even be able to see it? Is there any way 
for you to get to it without putting your hand in the coffee? Can 
any light from the outside penetrate into where it is? No it has 
been utterly covered and blocked. Nothing from the outside 
can reach it without first passing through the barrier that 
imprisons it. This is how these people are saying their hearts 
are. They are saying their hearts are completely enveloped. 
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But of course the question to ask is why? Why do 
they make this claim? Are they not humiliating themselves and 
debasing themselves by making this claim? Is this the behavior 
you might expect from an arrogant people? Of course not, they 
rarely if ever put themselves down. Such is how humongous 
their egos are. Why then in this particular instance do they not 
only speak ill of themselves but even of their hearts? They say 
that their hearts have been completely submerged. 

The answer to this doubt is to realize first that these 
were not words that they spoke out loud to anyone. They did 
not tell the whole world that their hearts were enveloped, rather 
they only told themselves. These were words they spoke only 
to themselves. But now the even more important question to 
ask is why. Why did they say such about their hearts? In order 
to find out we have to look at the previous ayahs, what were 
the previous ayahs speaking about. They were telling us about 
the Quran. About how it is what the Most Merciful, the Divine, 
had sent down. About how it is a bringer of great news and a 
warner for all mankind. Then He told us how they turn away 
from this Quran despite it being all of this. This then is the link, 
this is the answer to our question. They are speaking these 
words to themselves in relation to their turning away from this 
Quran. In essence this is the excuse they are giving for not 
responding to the call of this Quran. They say their hearts are 
covered so the call of the Quran cannot even reach it. Just like 
the light of the sun cannot penetrate in to the depths of the sea 
the light of this Book cannot penetrate into their hearts. Such is 
the extent to which their hearts are covered, such is what they 
claim. Such is the excuse they are making for themselves. As if 
they are saying to themselves, “My heart has no time to think 
about this Quran, this Message, it has so many other concerns 
that it is covered with. I am too busy to worry about this”. 
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This was the attitude that many of the Quraysh chiefs 
had when the Prophet (saw) called them to Islam. When he 
called them to the Quran. In Makkah, where this Surah was 
first sent down, such was the difficulty he was facing in his 
dawah. We know the incident where he one day sounded the 
alarm and gathered all the townsfolk to a hill. They all came 
running when he called on them, because they knew he was 
the truthful and sincere, they knew he would only call them if 
there was a real danger. They thought he was going to warn of 
an enemy attack. Even though it was highly unlikely that 
Makkah would be attacked, they still entertained the possibility 
because it was he (saw) calling on them. But when they came, 
and when they found that the danger he was warning them of 
was Hellfire and distance from the Divine, they were upset. 

For it was not what they had been expecting. And moreover it 
was not a danger they were concerned about. Even though 
they very much should have been. But instead they were more 
worried about their businesses and their livelihoods. These 
were what had enveloped their hearts. These were their 
priority. This was what they said to themselves when they 
heard the Prophet (saw) inviting them to Allah (swt). “What is 
he talking about Hellfire, death, hereafter, judgment, duty to the 
Divine, I have no time to think about all this. My business is 
waiting for me, I am losing customers, I have to make money’’. 
This was their attitude, this was why they turned away from 
him (saw). This was why they mocked him and cursed him. 
They could not even begin to realize the gravity of his call. 

Such was the extent to which the world had deluded them. And 
sadly do we not see this same attitude from the people today. 
Even from the vast majority of Muslims. Is this not the reason 
why we are not responding to the call of the Quran? See then 
the power of this Book. How it has relevance for all times. 
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Then Allah (swt) tells us how these people said “in 
our ears there is a deafening heaviness”. This is yet 
another excuse for their not heeding the call of this Quran. 
Before the Quran can enter their hearts, it needs to go through 
their ears. But even this is not possible, because there is a 
deafness in their ears. Actually the word waqar means more 
than just a deafness, it really means something heavy. 
Something like a heavy barrier that prevents sound from 
entering into their ears. So it is not simply that their ears are 
unable to hear, rather it is that there is something preventing 
them from hearing. There is nothing wrong with their ears, 

Allah (swt) gave them the means to listen and to comprehend 
His Message. Rather they placed this barrier between them 
and the Quran’s call. We know some of them placed cotton in 
their ears when they heard the Prophet (saw) to them. But 
even if there was no cotton there was their arrogance. 

And again this exact same behavior which we found 
in the Quraysh chiefs we can find today among mankind. Even 
among most Muslims. How many of us truly understand the 
Quran when we hear it recited? Of course one reason for this 
is we lack the language, and we already spoke about what a 
catastrophe that is. But even if we do comprehend what is 
being recited, we still do not let it into our hearts. The message 
does not go deeper than our ears. How many a times is it that 
even when the Imam is reciting a Surah whose meaning you 
know, you are still thinking about something else. That Quran, 
even though it is Quran, does not go deeper than your ears. Is 
this not because there is a waqar \n your ears? And is this not 
your concern for this world, your love for this world? We do not 
even want to hear what He has to say to us, we are so far from 
Him. How dangerous then is our situation? How much should 
we strive to remove this waqar ? To listen to what He speaks. 


43 



Then Allah (swt) tells us how these people say “and 

between us and you is a strong barrier”. Once again the 

Arabic word hijab is another example of a word that really has 
no equivalent in English. It means the strongest of barriers. A 
screen that cannot in any way be penetrated. A thing meant 
specifically to keep out what is unwanted. A thing that veils and 
conceals. A thing that does not reveal anything. Our sisters 
especially should keep this in mind when they dress. A hijab is 
not simply a cloth that you place over your head, rather it is a 
barrier between you and the eyes of men, a barrier between 
you and the desires of men, a barrier between you and sin. 

You my dear sister are too holy and too pure to be just a thing 
for them to ogle. You are a believer, you have the light of Iman 
in your heart, you have a connection with the Divine, so you 
are far above being an object of their satanic lusts. 

Coming back to the ayah, when we look closely at the 
wording we see they are saying that not only is there a barrier 
between us and you, but they are saying there is a barrier that 
is surrounding us and keeping you out. This is the very literal 
meaning the ayah is giving, in English it took me a lot of words 
to explain it, but in Arabic it is achieved with only two words. So 
they are saying that this is powerful barrier is encircling us and 
you cannot enter. It surrounds us and protects us from you. 

Now once again these were words that they only 
spoke to themselves. Even though the pronoun “you” here 
does refer to the Prophet (saw), they never actually said these 
words to him. They never gave him even a moment of their 
time, they never responded in any way to what he called them 
to, their only response to was to turn away. To mock him and 
laugh at him. But within themselves there was inner struggle. 
Within themselves they had to make a tremendous effort to 
take their hearts and their ears away from this Quran. 
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So in their hearts they made this barrier between 
themselves and the Prophet (saw). And this is what the All 
Knowing reveals to us in the verse of His blessed Book. He 
shows us the secrets of their hearts. He shows us the extent 
they went to reject His Message. The utter aversion they had 
to the Prophet (saw) and what he (saw) called them to. Such 
was the extent to which they had forgotten their true purpose. 
They were only in this world to worship and glorify Him. Every 
single that exists ultimately only exists for this purpose. Only 
for Him. Nothing matters except Him. But they had forgotten 
Him. They had become utterly heedless to Him. This was why 
they did not want to receive His Message. This was why they 
put up every barrier they could between them and His Prophet. 
The purpose of this barrier was to keep the Truth out of their 
hearts, to keep the Light of the Quran out of their hearts. What 
an evil fortress it is they have created. Allah (swt) is showing 
them the path back to Him, through His blessed Messenger, 
but they are covering their eyes, so that they do not see it. 

Zamakshari tells us in his tafsir of this ayah how the 
language also gives the meaning that the barrier is two way. 
Meaning not only does it prevent anything from entering in but 
it also prevents anything from going out. This is an affirmation 
by their own admission that not only are they preventing the 
call of the Prophet (saw)'s message from reaching them, but in 
fact he (saw) is preventing their call from reaching him. In that 
he (saw) did not give an inch to them. He (saw) did not ever 
compromise. Even one bit. They themselves noticed it, they 
themselves admitted it. They could see how they are making to 
him offer after offer in order to make him give up his call or 
even just to compromise on it, but he (saw) is not responding. 
Rather he is steadfast on the Truth, on what he is calling to. 
Even if they offered him the world he would not give in. 
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But are we today like our beloved was? Are we 
looking only to please our Master, or are we instead looking to 
please those who are distant from Him. Those who choose to 
live heedless of Him. Unfortunately what we see in the Ummah 
today is the latter. We see so called “scholars” telling us to be 
“good citizens” of the kufr nations we find ourselves in. They 
quote to us ayahs and hadith about honoring our covenants. 
But they fail to mention these are the nations who destroyed 
the Khilafah. These are the nations who aided the rebels which 
brought down the Islamic State. These are the nations who 
invaded our motherland and broke her up into weak nation 
states. Even today they are preventing her return. Why is there 
no Islamic State today? One of the main reasons is the effort 
these nations are making to suppress and distract all in the 
Ummah who work in this cause. How then can we have any 
covenants with such nations when the side they are on is clear 
The other call of our so called “scholars” today is 
integration. Assimilation. They call for us as an Ummah to live 
contently in these secular lands. These lands where the Divine 
Law is not being implemented, where the Divine Himself has 
been forgotten. They say we can make a home for ourselves 
here. And so can our children and their children. But how can 
we live contently in a heedless society? How can we be sure 
that heedlessness will not spread to us? What would be the 
cost if it did? And more importantly is such the way of the 
Prophet (saw)? Was he content in a heedless world? Did he 
tell the heedless that he and they were the same? Or did he 
show them their falsehood for the falsehood that it was? Did he 
call them to the Light? Did he place a barrier between him and 
them so their darkness could never corrupt his faith? Is he not 
the best of examples for us to follow? How then can we allow 
ourselves to be deceived? 
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Finally in this ayah Allah (swt) tells us how the 
Quraysh chiefs said “so work we too are working”. These 

too were words which they spoke to themselves. These too 
were a response to the dawah of the Prophet (saw). They 
knew that the Prophet (saw) was working hard in his mission. 
They knew that he (saw) was striving to take the Message of 
his Master to the people. They knew that no matter how hard 
they tried they could not make him to give up. They knew that 
he would not rest, he would not take a break, until this Din is 
supreme. So they knew the only option they had left was to 
oppose him, to oppose him in any way that they could. To 
strive their utmost to prevent his call from reaching the people. 
To prevent this Din from being established on the earth. This 
was where they had to make the effort. So here they promise 
themselves that they would. Just as he (saw) was striving to 
call the people to Allah (swt), they promise to strive to take the 
people away. Even if it meant that they had to torment and 
oppress, to bribe and blackmail, to lie and deceive, even if it 
meant that they had to kill, they were willing to do it. And if we 
study history we see that this is exactly what they did. 

Because they too have a cause, they too have a Din, 
they too have an ideology which they believe in. They believe 
that they are lords. They that believe they are lawmakers. They 
believe they should rule this earth as they please. Such is the 
extent to which they have forgotten Him. Such is the extent to 
which their egos and love for this world has consumed them. 
They say it is about freedom, they say it is about their rights, 
but these are just excuses. These are just an illusion. Can they 
not see that we were created only to be slaves? Only to submit 
utterly to Him? They could not come to this realization. They 
were living in an illusion. And they fought for this illusion. They 
strove and worked hard for this illusion. 
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Now we began this wonderful ayah by saying that it 
will help us in our journey to Him by allowing us to know both 
ourselves and the people whom we take this Message to. How 
exactly is this you may ask. First when it comes to ourselves 
this ayah shows us just how dark our hearts can become. Just 
look at the people whom our Master describes here. Look at 
the extent to which they had forgotten Him. Look how averse 
they were to this Message which only reminded them of Him. 
Look how much they turned away and how adamant they were 
in turning away. Look how they strove and struggled only to 
oppose the Truth. We need to realize that we are not too far 
from that station. For they were human beings just like we are. 
We all have within us that capacity for arrogance, envy, greed 
and lusts. Such is how corrupted our souls can become. Such 
is how far we can fall. When we realize this fact then how can 
we not strive to be better? How can we not strive to break this 
mold, to resist this dark side of our nature? To strive not to be 
like those described here. 

And the only way we can do this is by increasing in 
our attachment to Him, by increasing our love for Him and our 
conviction in Him. We need to realize that if we take a break, if 
we take it easy, then we will fall. And if we fall then not only 
would we have a constricted and miserable life in this world, 
but we know the torment and the pain that awaits us in the 
next. We have to thus be the opposites of those described 
here. We have to open our hearts to the Quran. We have to 
remove all the heaviness in our ears preventing us from 
hearing the Quran. We have to remove the barriers between 
us and the Quran. We have to realize the tremendousness of 
this Book and the place it must have in our lives. Now do you 
see how this verse ties beautifully in with the previous? In all of 
them our Beloved is telling us of this great bounty He has given 
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Just as this verse allows us to know ourselves, it also 
shows us those whom we must take this Quran to. As we know 
the responsibility of conveying this Book to mankind is now 
upon all of our shoulders. There will be no more prophets or 
messengers. Our Ummah has been given this duty by the 
Divine Himself. Not only has He charged us with this mission 
but here in His Book He has even guided us how we can fulfill 
it. This ayah is one of the many ayahs preparing us for this 
task. He tells us here about the recipients of our dawah. He 
shows us how difficult they may be, and consequently how 
much patience we must have. He shows us how this task will 
not at all be easy. Not only will the people turn away from us, 
but they will be put a barrier between us and them. They will 
cover their hearts and put a heaviness in their ears. They will 
do everything in their power to frustrate our cause. To prevent 
this call from reaching their hearts. But does this mean we 
should give up? Does this mean we should stop the dawah? Of 
course not. The more that we love Him, the more we yearn for 
Him, the greater we must strive. Our steadfastness in this 
Cause is a direct manifestation of our love for Him and our 
conviction in Him. Just look at the Prophet (saw) and his 
Companions. How much did they struggle in this effort? How 
many sacrifices did they make? For 13 years they were calling 
the Quraysh to Allah (swt). Telling them to worship Him Alone. 
Telling them to rule by His Law Alone. 13 years of toil, blood, 
and tears. How then can we expect it to be so easy for us? 

How can we expect Khilafah to come without a struggle? How 
can we even expect that person whom we have been inviting, 
that beloved of ours, to respond to our call so quickly? It is 
going to take time. Rome was not built in a day, the Divine 
Kingdom will take even longer. But we need to be constant in 
our efforts. Only for His Sake. Because He is what matters. 
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6. Say “I am only a human being just like you, it has been 
revealed to me that your illah is One, so be constant 
(in your journey) to Him and seek His Forgiveness, 
and wail for the makers of partners. 


In this verse our Beloved shows us the solution to all our 
problems. Why do we grieve, why do we fear, why do we 
become anxious. Why does pain cause us so much misery? 
Why do we become angry and frustrated when we are denied 
what we desire? Why were the Quraysh chiefs opposing the 
Prophet (saw)? Why did they cover their hearts, stuff their ears 
and put a barrier between them and him? Why do people even 
today continue to do evil? Why do they lie, cheat, steal, 
backbite, harm, mock, and kill? Why are they lazy, greedy, 
cowardly, miserly and complacent? Why do they not strive to 
be the best they can be? Why are there so many problems in 
the world today? Why are there children dying from hunger? 
Why today are there people being tortured? Why today are 
people rioting in the streets? What is the reason for all this? 

Our Master shows us in this blessed ayah. He shows us the 
one core problem that is the root of all these and He shows us 
its solution. How precious then is this ayah, how precious is 
this Quran? What a shame it is that we as an Ummah have 
neglected it for so long? What an injustice we have done for all 
our brethren in mankind? Even to all creation. By keeping the 
Light of this Book hidden away. In it is the solution to all our 
problems. In it is the very purpose of our existence. You see 
the reason why we are in such darkness is because we have 
forgotten this purpose, we have become distracted. This is why 
here He reminds us, and by doing so He saves us. 
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Our Master teaches us this lesson, He shows us this 
solution by relating to us words He spoke to the Prophet (saw). 
In fact these words are for him (saw) and for all who would 
carry this Message after him (saw). Because as we mentioned 
earlier and need to stress again, today his mission is our 
mission. There will be no more prophets or messengers. He 
and his companions and those who followed them worked hard 
to bring us to the Divine. Now we have to complete that task. 
So here Allah (swt) commands each of us to say onto the 
people “I am only a human being just like you”. This is 
such a powerful statement. Volumes and volumes does it 
speak. So many are the lessons that we can take from it. 

First and foremost it takes the attention of the people 
away from the creation and towards the Creator. Why were the 
Quraysh chiefs turning away from the Prophet (saw)? Why 
were they so adamant in their rejection? The main reason was 
because they were heedless of the Divine. They were distant 
from Him. They had forgotten Him. So when the Prophet (saw) 
came to them with a Message from Him they only saw a man. 
They only saw the messenger. They did not even think of the 
Tremendous and Glorious Being Who had sent him. Such is 
how blind they were. So with these words they are reminded 
not to focus on the man, on the messenger, but to look beyond 
to think instead of the One Who sent him. I am only a man, a 
man bringing to you a Message. Do not focus on me, rather 
focus on the Message. Focus on the One Who sent it. This is 
the issue we all have. This is the solution to all our problems. 
We have to return our hearts to Him. We have to realize that 
He is all we need, He is all that we yearn for. We have to tear 
down the illusions between us and Him. The walls and barriers 
that separate us from Him. We have to see beyond the surface 
everything is His creation, everything is from Him. 
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This meaning is stressed even further in the second 
part of the ayah where the Prophet (saw) is commanded to say 
“it has been revealed to me that your illah is One”. 
This Arabic word illah is very difficult to translate. It does not 
mean “god” as we know the word. Rather it means the thing 
that consumes your heart, the thing you are always thinking of, 
the reason for your existence, what you seek at every moment 
and with every breath. This is how powerful a word it is, this is 
the sheer impact it must have in our lives. How far is it from the 
word “god”? For people in the west today, does god mean all 
of this? How important is it then that the Quran is studied 
comprehensively? How important is it that we find the true 
meaning for each word? How different would our relationship 
with Him be, how different would our behavior and our choices 
be, how different would our lives be if we only had the right 
knowledge? Would it not be salvation in this life and the next? 

Our problem today is that we do not have a single 
Illah. We do not have a single thing that we live for, that we 
yearn for, that we dedicate every moment to. Instead there are 
many false gods occupying our hearts. Many things we think of 
many things we chase after. Sometimes it is greed, sometimes 
it is lusts, sometimes it is a desire for a thing in this world, 
sometimes it is competition and envy, sometimes it is ego, and 
other times it is something else. We are torn in so many 
directions. So many things pull us this way and that way. This 
is why we are so often confused, so often lost, so often 
frustrated. Our lives having no real purpose, no real meaning. 
This is also we get into arguments and fights with others. We 
do not see eye to eye, we each like to do things our way. But 
here in this blessed verse our Master shows us the solution to 
all these problems. The realization that our illah is One. 
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And of course it is He (swt). Allah (swt) should be the 
One and Only illah for us. This is our Kalimah , our most central 
belief. But how many of us today have forgotten it, how many 
of us today are ignorant of what it truly means? We need to 
realize how far we have been misguided. We need to see that 
He (swt) needs to have a much bigger place in our lives. We 
need to think of Him more than just during Jummah or in 
Ramadan or even at the five daily prayers. Rather we should 
strive to bring Him to mind at every moment. We should strive 
to live every single moment only for Him. Our only concern at 
every moment should be how we can please Him, how we can 
come nearer to Him. This is what it means for Him to be illah. 
The One and Only illah. The One Whom we live for. We have 
to clean our heart and make it purely for Him. We have to find 
whatever it is that has taken that special place in our hearts. 
That place reserved only for Him. Then we need to ask 
ourselves how that thing in any way compares to Him. How 
can we ever love that thing more than Him? Is that thing as 
Pure and Perfect and Majestic as He? Has it given us all that 
He has given us? Every single bounty we have is only from 
Him. How then can we abandon for Him for anything of this 
world. How can we not make our hearts purely for Him as He 
created them to be? How can we know Him and still choose 
other than Him? How can we not give everything for Him? 

This is what He is calling us to. This is the central 
Message of what He revealed onto the Prophet (saw). As He 
tells us in this very verse. The entire Quran is naught but a call 
to this one central Truth. There is no illah except Allah (swt). 
How beautiful would all our lives be if only we realized this fact 
how beautiful a place would the world be? This is true Tawhid. 
This is what the Kalimah really means. Not just the god whom 
we worship, but the One Whom we live for. 
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Not only should He (swt) be our only illah but we are 
also commanded in this verse to “be constant (in your 
journey) to Him”. The word istiqima means to be absolutely 
steadfast and constant. Imagine a path that is ascending into 
the heavens. A straight path that keeps on going up. To have 
istiqima means to keep on walking on this path. It means you 
have to keep making the effort. Because if you do not, then 
the very nature of this path is that not only will you not progress 
in your journey, but you will fall. You will come down. Like a car 
going up a steep hill. Unless you keep your foot on the gas the 
car will go down. Even if the gear is on drive. 

This then is what we need to do. Not only should we 
make Allah (swt) as our illah but we need to be constant in this 
struggle. We have to keep on reminding ourselves that there is 
no purpose to existence other than He. There is nothing that 
we seek, nothing that we yearn for other than He. Whenever 
our hearts start to wander, we have to make the effort to return 
them to Him. This struggle that we make is our journey. It is by 
no means easy to climb up a steep mountain. But this is what 
He commands us to do. This is the meaning of istiqima. And 
how many of us fail in this. Of course it is not that difficult to be 
pious for a few nights in Ramadan or when we go on Hajj or for 
that one hour of Jummah. But how many of us can maintain 
this piety, this awareness of Him, throughout our lives. At each 
moment. In all the different situations and trials we face. It is 
not at all easy. Even the Prophet (saw) realized this fact. This 
is why another verse in which istiqima was commanded was 
the verse that made his hair grey. Because of his worry for his 
Ummah. On whether or not they would be able to fulfill so 
daunting a task. Can you do it? When the temptations flare so 
strong, when the emotions overwhelm, can you still behave in 
a way that is pleasing to Him? 
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If this command seems impossible, if the path seems 
steep, then remind yourself that it is a path to Him. The goal, 
the destination, is nothing less than the Divine Himself. Is this 
alone not all the incentive that you need? Is He not worth all 
that you have, is not He far better than anything of this world? 
How then can you not give up this entire world if you had to 
only to be near to Him? At every moment, when any temptation 
comes to you, remind yourself that He is far greater than that. 
He should have the place in your heart, the place which that 
thing is trying to enter. Such was the way of the Prophet (saw) 
and his blessed Companions. Once the people came and told 
AN (ra) when he was the Khilafah that the treasury of the state 
was full of gold and silver. Now he being the head of state at 
that time could easily have taken any or all of this wealth for 
himself. But he (ra) did not, rather he reminded Himself of the 
Greatness of his Lord, the Greatness of his Lord over this 
wealth that was tempting him, and then gave it all away to the 
people. He (ra) did not keep any for himself. This shows us 
how he (ra) never changed. He was just as pious and ascetic 
and conscious of the Divine when he was the ruler of an 
empire that spanned three continents as was when he was just 
a poor companion of the Prophet (saw). The wealth and the 
power never changed him. This is istiqima. This is what it 
means to be steadfast and constant on the path. It means to 
think of Him at every moment. To make Him as your priority at 
every moment. If they can do it why cannot you. You are a 
human being just like they were. You are a child of Adam just 
like they were. You also have within you a spark from the Sprit 
of the Divine just like they did. You need to find it and you need 
to nurture it. People search their whole lives for contentment, 
satisfaction and fulfillment. They think they can find it in the 
things of this world or by feeding their bodies and egos. 
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But of course we know it can only be found with Him. 
Because we were created only for Him. He (swt) created us for 
Himself. To know Him, to love Him, and to constantly journey 
to Him. In the next life, if by His Mercy and Grace, we pass the 
test and enter Paradise, then we will always be near to Him. 

Not a moment will pass by except that we are in His Presence, 
and this will be the most intense pleasure of Paradise. But in 
this life we are only near to Him when we think of Him and 
when strive to please Him. When we sacrifice for Him, when 
we make every effort to remain obedient to His Sacred Law, 
when we behave with everyone in a way that is pleasing to 
Him. This is the only way we can be near to Him in this world. 
The more that you reflect on Him, by thinking of His Signs in 
the universe around you, by recalling all of His bounties upon 
you, by learning His Book and seeing how He has described 
Himself in it, the more you will love Him. And the more you love 
Him, the more you will yearn for Him. And the more you yearn 
for Him, the more you will realize how there is nothing sweeter 
in this world than His Presence. 

Know that the clouds do not move except that He is 
the One Who moves them, the sun does not shine except that 
He is the One Who makes it to, the birds do not fly except that 
He is the One Who keeps them up. There is no power or even 
movement in this universe except from Him, through Him. How 
then can you forget Him? How then can you be heedless? Why 
cannot you make all your actions and all your intentions only 
for Him? Purely for Him. Keep to the path. The path that He 
showed you through His messenger. Do not swerve of it, do 
not deviate from it for any reason. Do not make any excuse for 
yourself. Always remind yourself of your purpose. To always 
be constant and steadfast on this purpose is the very reason 
why He created you. And He is always watching. 
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Now of course many of us will never reach this station 
many of us will never be absolutely constant in our servitude 
and worship of Him. There are moments in which the world will 
distract us, there are moments in which we will forget, there 
are even moments in which we will sin. When this happens 
what should we do? He knows us. He knows this will happen 
to us. So He tells us in the very next part of the verse to “seek 
His Forgiveness”. How much is each of us in need of this? 
How many are the sins we commit? How many moments are 
we heedless in? How much do we really strive to worship and 
serve Him like we know He deserves? We know we have not 
given Him the place in our lives that He deserves? We know 
we have not thanked Him enough for His countless bounties 
upon us. Nor have we praised Him enough for His Majesty and 
Beauty. Rather our hearts are attached to the creation. Most of 
the time we are thinking of something in this world instead of 
thinking of Him. Is this what He deserves? Are we being fair to 
the One Who has given us everything? This is why we need to 
seek His Forgiveness. At every moment. Even the good that 
we do is not nearly what He deserves. Neither in quality nor in 
quantity. So even for this as well we should beg His Pardon. 

The Prophet (saw) was aware of this. He (saw) used 
to seek Forgiveness from his Lord over seventy times a day. 
Can you imagine this? And he was the Messenger. The one 
who was protected from sin. The most beloved to Allah (swt) of 
all the creation. The one who strove his utmost at every minute 
to be the best slave of the Divine that he could be. If he (saw) 
still realized his shortcomings and sought forgiveness so much 
then why cannot you? What is preventing you? Only your ego 
and your delusions. You think it is only you and the world. You 
have forgotten that there is One Who is far greater. Your heart 
is so blind to Him. This is why His estimation does not matter. 
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The Arabic word ghafara is also far stronger than the 
English words “forgive” or “pardon”. It literally means to cover 
something, to veil something, to hide something. This then is 
what we are asking Allah (swt) to do with our sins. Look at the 
beauty of expression here. Look at the image that is being 
painted in our mind's eye. Our sins are almost like tangible 
objects. Objects that we need Him to cover for us. Because if 
He does not, they will be the very reason for our destruction. 
They will each be weights on our scale of evil deeds on the 
Day of Judgment. And we know what happens on that Day to 
the one whose scale of evil is heavy. Such is a soul that has 
failed the test, such is a soul that has angered the Lord. Would 
you ever want to be that soul? You know that your scale is so 
heavy, you know that even today you have filled it to the brim. 

What hope then do you have other than Him, other 
than turning to Him and asking for ghafara ? How desperately 
are you in need of it from Him? And if He were to give it you, if 
He were to cover, if He were to erase your sins, then how 
wonderful would that be? You would have a clean slate, all the 
mistakes of the past would be gone. Never to return. Such is 
what He can do for you, such is what He loves to do for you, if 
only you ask of Him. How then can you ever despair, how can 
you ever lose hope? Even though the test is difficult, though 
much is what He asks of you, much is what He deserves from 
you, He also knows that you are far from perfect. He knows 
many a time you will slip, many a time you will make mistakes. 
This is why He has commanded you to seek ghafara from Him 
and He has also described Himself as the One Who grants it. It 
is one of His Names, meaning He is the One Who is always 
doing that action. The One Who is constantly and continuously 
covering the sins of His slaves. So no matter how many times 
you fall, pick yourself up. He will not give up if you do not. 
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The language of the ayah also gives the meaning that 
we should constantly be asking His Forgiveness. Never should 
we allow a moment to pass except that in it we are seeking this 
ghafara from Him. We are begging Him to cover our faults and 
sins, begging Him to keep us safe from His Wrath. Among the 
many benefits of this is that it will protect us from arrogance. 
From smugness and being satisfied with ourselves. You know 
that this is the greatest veil between you and Him. Your own 
desire for self-glorification. Only by constantly realizing your 
shortcomings, by constantly realizing how weak and flawed 
you really are, and then by begging Him to pardon you for this 
like the humblest and meekest of beggars can you be saved. 

Now notice how in this ayah Allah (swt) has given us 
only two commands. To be constant in our journey to Him and 
to keep seeking His Forgiveness. Although these are only two 
commands, how powerful are they. How deep an impact do 
they have in our lives, how much do they change us to our very 
cores. And sadly how ignorant is the majority of the Ummah to 
these commands. When most Muslims today think of Islam, 
they only think of prayer, fasting and pilgrimage. They believe if 
they do these three then they are a good Muslim, then He will 
be pleased with them. What a grand delusion it is that we have 
made for ourselves. How far are we from what He expects of 
us? Do we today even know the real meaning of the word illah 
do we know that we should dedicate every moment of our lives 
to Him? And do we know that no matter how much we give to 
Him it should never be enough, rather we should constantly 
seek His Forgiveness. The reason for this deviation is only our 
distance from the Quran. How can we know our Lord, how can 
we know the relationship that He expects from us, unless we 
know His Book? Unless we have an intimate connection with 
His Book? We should know each ayah better than our name. 


59 



Coming back to the beginning of the ayah we said 
there were several lessons we can take from the statement “I 
am only a human being just like you”. The one that we 
mentioned already is the taking of the hearts away from the 
creation and towards the Creator. Allah (swt) wants us, wants 
the people, not to focus on the Messenger, but rather to focus 
on Him. This is one lesson from this part of the verse but there 
are several others. Among these is a reminder of the humanity 
of the Prophet (saw). There are some deviant sects in the 
Ummah today who claim that the Prophet (saw) is something 
more than a human. They say that he is light, his very essence 
is light. They claim he does not have blood and skin, he does 
not have the needs that all human beings have. The need to 
eat, drink, urinate and so on. Also the need to marry and to 
raise a family. Also the lust for power and control. The greed 
for wealth and material things. These needs are part of what it 
means to be human. They define and shape our personality 
and behavior. But according to these people the Prophet (saw) 
never had any of these needs. Because according to them, he 
was not human. What an erroneous belief they have. Yet this 
one ayah is all the proof we need to expose their falsehood. In 
this ayah Allah (swt) tells us clearly that the Prophet (saw) is 
only a human being. Not only a human but a human just like us 
see once again then how this Quran cuts through the darkness 
see once again how it destroys the deviant beliefs. Not only at 
the time of the Prophet (saw) but even in our time. We need to 
believe in the humanity of our Messenger. Because he is our 
example to follow, his is the path on which we also must walk. 
How can we do so if he is not like us? If he bled, if he went 
through hunger and thirst, if he suppressed his lusts, all only 
for the Divine, then why cannot we? This is what we have to do 
this is what they did not want to do. So they made their lies. 
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Finally in this ayah He commands us to say “wail 
for the makers of partners”. Wail is yet another Arabic 
word that has no equivalent in English. Many are the meanings 
it gives. Among them is pain and torment, among them is 
destruction and annihilation, and among them is a valley in 
Hell. All of these have been promised for the makers of 
partners. Before we look at who these people are, let us see 
how severe is the threat that is being made against them. 

What they are being threatened with is wail. It has 
several meanings, the first of which is pain. When it comes to 
pain we should realize when Allah (swt) threatens us with it 
then it is the most extreme torment ever imaginable. It is not a 
mild prick or a slight discomfort. We have all experienced some 
pain in this world. A headache, a wound, a cut, an ailment, or 
even a burn. Our bodies are very fragile, many are the things 
in this world that could harm them. And when something of this 
world does harm them, our bodies let us know. And this does 
not feel good. Sometimes the pain we feel in this world is 
worse than at other times. But no matter how bad the pain gets 
know that it is only a small sample of the torment that awaits in 
the Hereafter. The life of this world He created only for testing, 
not for tormenting. To torment He created Hell, He created a 
valley in Hell called wail. Just think what kind of a valley this 
must be if its very name means pain and torment. We know 
that the deeper you go into that pit, the greater is the intensity 
of the pain. Just think how fiercely the fire will burn, just think 
how much the denizens will suffer. The other meaning for wail 
is destruction. Because in that valley there is really nothing but 
destruction. There is no life and there is no death. It is only the 
pain of being destroyed that is suffered at every moment. Just 
think how painful it is to be burned alive, now think having to 
relive this pain over and over for all eternity. 
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This great torment Allah (swt) has promised for a 
people He describes as the mushrikeen. These are the people 
who keep on doing the act of Shirk. This word literally means 
to make one thing as partner to another. To share something 
with another. To take what was originally for one and to make it 
for more than that one. How then does this concept relate to 
Allah (swt), why does He consider it such a great sin? Why is 
He so angered by the people who do Shirk ? Because in doing 
so they make partners for Him (swt). Recall the core message 
that was revealed to the Prophet (saw). The core message that 
was revealed to every single prophet ever sent. Your illah is 
only One. Those who do Shirk have forgotten this fact. Or they 
reject it. For they take another illah besides Him. 

What does this mean? Is it only that they worship 
another god besides Him? No of course not, it is more than this 
because we already established that illah means more than 
just a god that is worshipped. Rather your illah is everything, it 
is the reason for your every moment. This is what He demands 
from you, this is what He deserves from you, and He will not 
share your dedication, your life, with anyone else or anything 
else. If you do make something in your life as important as He 
then He will disassociate Himself from you completely. He will 
leave you to that thing you have chosen to make as a partner 
to Him. For He knows best that He is not deserving to ever be 
made a partner. He is Proud and He is Jealous, and He has 
every right to be. For He is the Divine. The Majestic and the 
Pure. The Glorious. The Tremendous. The Sublime. How can 
you ever make anything as partner to Him? Even your wealth, 
or your children, or your own ego. If you do then you must fear 
becoming from among the mushrikeen. From among those for 
whom this great torment is promised. The more that you know 
Him, the more you realize how there can be no one else. 
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7. The ones who do not give Zakat and in the 


Hereafter they are deniers. 

This ayah continues directly from the previous. Here 

our Master continues to describe the mushrikoon. Those who 
make partners for Him, who make something else in their life 
as important as Him. Or even worse more important than Him. 
We have to realize that such people are not only the idol 
worshippers of Makkah. This ayah is not only relevant for that 
time, its guidance and light is not only for that time. Rather 
even we can benefit from it, even we can come closer to Him 
through it. By realizing that it is also speaking about us. For 
how far are we really from being mushrikoon ourselves? Have 
we given our hearts completely to Him? Can we truly say that 
there is no other concern we have at every moment other than 
pleasing Him? Only when we realize this would we realize how 
much it is that we have to work. We cannot take it easy, cannot 
take a break. Religion needs to have a much more prominent 
place in our lives, He needs to have a much more prominent 
place. We especially who live in this secular world need to be 
reminded of this fact. Because for the heedless around us, 
may He pardon them for their ignorance, He means nothing. 
They truly are mushrikoon in every sense of the word. Most of 
them may not bow down before an idol, but they have given 
their hearts to everything other than Him. And since we live 
around them, since we interact with them in our daily lives, are 
we not affected by them? The Prophet (saw) said that a person 
is on the religion of his companion. And companion here does 
not even have to be a person, it could also be the environment. 
Think then of the environment that we live in, that our children 
will grow up in, then you will see how precious this ayah is. In it 
He shows us clearly the path of error, so that we can avoid it. 
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He begins by describing the mushrikoon as those who 
“do not give Zakat”. The Arabic word Zakat means that which 
purifies. It also means that which increases abundantly. Now 
what is it that you can give which can cause you to be purified 
and can also cause you increase? You would think that when 
you give you decrease, for example when you spend from your 
wealth it diminishes. Such is what most people in this world 
believe, but there is one kind of spending that will not cause 
your wealth to decrease rather it will cause it to increase. And 
that is the spending He speaks of here. That is Zakat. 

Now most of us when we think of Zakat we think of 
the 2.5 % that we are obligated to pay every year, obligated if 
we have wealth over a certain limit. But really Zakat means 
much more than this, it really means anything which we spend 
only for the sake of Allah (swt). Anything we give only to please 
Him. Anything of this world that we sacrifice while desiring 
nothing from that sacrifice except His Nearness. This is what 
He wants us to do. Because when we give it is a proof of our 
belief in Him, a proof of our love and submission to Him. Our 
nature as human beings is that we do not like to spend. We 
like to keep everything for ourselves. Most of us are selfish and 
miserly by nature. But if we strive against this nature, if we 
make the effort to give while seeking nothing from that giving 
except His Countenance, then that is an act which will truly 
please Him. That is Zakat. It is not limited only to money. 
Rather it can be anything that you give for His sake. Even your 
time, even your efforts. Anything that you spend while your 
heart is desiring naught except the Nearness to the Divine. 
Even a moment in your life that you give to please Him instead 
of to please yourself. This is Zakat. Of course it includes the 
obligatory charity, but it is much more. The mushrikoon do not 
give Zakat because their hearts are with other than Him. 
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So if the Islamic definition of Zakat is anything you 
spend for Allah (swt), then how does this relate to the linguistic 
definition of the word? In other words, how will spending for 
Allah (swt) cause you increase and cause you to be purified? 
Firstly it will increase you in the best of increases. The increase 
in nearness to Him. As we mentioned earlier what is sweeter in 
this world or the next than being in His Presence. Than the 
very realization of the Divine and of His intimacy to you. And 
there is no better way to attain to this than by giving for His 
sake. The Prophet (saw) said “Sadaqah is a proof”. Meaning 
any charity you give for His sake is a proof. A proof of your 
belief in Him, a proof of your trust and reliance upon Him. How 
can you be near to Him unless you believe in Him? And how 
can you believe in Him unless you spend for Him? How many 
are the ayahs and the hadith where He has commanded you to 
spend? Not because He needs your money or your time but 
rather for you to show Him your belief in Him. If you truly 
believed in Him, if you truly believed that the only purpose of 
life was pleasing Him, then how could you not be willing to give 
up anything for Him? Especially if by doing so you can be near 
to Him? Is He not better than anything of this world? The more 
that you give for Him the nearer to Him that you will become, 
and the less significant this world will be to your heart. 

And not only will giving for Him increase you in your 
station with Him but it will also increase you in the very thing 
that you are giving. For example if you spend your wealth for 
Him then that spending will actually cause your wealth to 
increase. If you spend time and energy for Him then even this 
will you have more of. If you spread knowledge of His Din then 
this will cause you to gain more knowledge. Why is this? 
Because when you give for Him then He blesses that thing 
which you giving. His Blessing causes it to increase. 
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How wonderful is this? How beautiful is this? You are 
giving but you are also gaining. It may seem as if your money 
is reducing but it is actually increasing. He is replacing all that 
you spending for Him even as you are spending it. And He is 
also increasing you in nearness to Him and on top of that He is 
also increasing your scale of good deeds. These are some of 
the few benefits of Zakat. Of spending for His Cause. 

But how different is this from how the world today 
perceives spending. According to the secular mindset, when 
you give away your money, even if it is for a good cause, then 
you are losing that money. They do not believe that spending 
for the Divine will cause an increase. This is because they only 
believe what their eyes tell them. They have no faith, they have 
no trust in scripture or in God’s Promise. How different then are 
we from them, how different is our belief from theirs? So again 
we have to ask ourselves how can we live contently in their 
world? A world ruled by their Law. A world where their thinking, 
their concepts and viewpoints towards life are the norm. How 
can we live in such a world and not be affected by it? Our only 
hope, and the hope for our children, is to hold on tightly to this 
Quran. To let it be our guide in all affairs. To let it shape our 
thinking. To let it define our personality. So that when we are 
called on to spend, we spend freely. Trusting in the Book of our 
Lord and in His Promise. This is the only way. Can you not see 
how this Quran is the Light and how their way is darkness? 

How wonderful would the world be if all mankind followed this 
Book? Would there still be poverty and hunger? Would there 
still be oppression and suffering? So even as we hold tight to 
this Book, even as we let it be the guide for our lives, we need 
to also work for its mission. To establish its Sovereignty on the 
earth. Because only then will mankind listen to it, only then will 
they follow it. Otherwise its Law will have no reality. 
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When we give for His sake, it will also cause us to be 
purified. Cleaned of sins, cleaned of evil, cleaned of all that is 
not pleasing to Him. The Prophet (saw) told us that charity 
extinguishes sins just like water extinguishes fire. Allah (swt) 
has decreed it to be so, He is the One Who purifies those who 
spend for Him, because of His Love for them. You see He 
Knows us even better than we know ourselves. He Knows that 
it is hard for us to spend, especially when there is no tangible 
benefit we see in it for ourselves, He Knows that our lower 
selves will often prevent us. But if we still do so, if we struggle 
against our nature, then we truly do show Him our love for Him. 
This is what He loves, for us to prove to Him our love for Him. 
For us to make the extra effort, only for Him. This is why He 
has promised such a great reward for those who spend, even 
the reward of being purified of all evil. 

Now we also need to realize that several are the 
benefits to being purified. It is not just that our scale of evil is 
cleared, but it also allows our scale of good to be full. Because 
evil is often a hinderer to good, evil often prevents the good. 
Once a student of knowledge came and told his teacher that 
he was finding it difficult to memorize. The teacher advised 
him to purify his deeds, to stop committing any act that might 
not be pleasing to the Divine. Because these were a darkness 
and the light of sacred knowledge would not enter a heart that 
harbors such darkness. Similarly when some soldiers fled from 
battle on the day of Uhud, Allah (swt) told them that the reason 
why they were not able to stand their ground and fight was the 
evil of some sins they had committed. You see ultimately even 
the good that we do is from Him. He is the One Who facilitates 
it for us, the One Who gives us the enabling grace. But why 
would He do so if He is angered with us, on account of sins we 
are carrying. This is why we need Him to purify us. 
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But those whom He speaks of here, those who make 
Shirk with Him, they are not purified of their evil nor are they 
given any increase. This is because they refuse to spend for 
Him. And this refusal is a direct consequence of their Shirk. 
Because of their Shirk, because of their heart being attached to 
other than Him, they do not want to spend for Him. They do not 
want to spend from the things of this world because that thing 
they have attached their heart to is of this world. Their illah is of 
this world, so they want to hold on to it as much as they can. 

The simplest example we can take to understand this 
concept is the one who makes Shirk with his money, the one 
who takes his wealth as his illah. Of course such a person 
would be reluctant to spend of his wealth, even for Allah (swt). 
Because that money is his illah, he loves it more than he loves 
anything else. Even more than his Creator and Sustainer. So 
he is not willing to part with this wealth, his heart is clinging to 
it. Take another example, the one whose illah is his children. 

He cares for his children more than he cares for his Creator. 
Such a person also would not want to spend of his money. 
Because he would rather keep it for his children, he would 
rather spend it on them. He also gives his efforts and his time 
working for his children, instead of serving his Master. Instead 
of worshipping and praising the One Who deserves all worship 
and praise. See then the direct connection between Shirk and 
miserliness. Especially when it comes to giving for the Divine. 
They do not want to give for Him only because their heart is 
attached to other than Him. See also the link between the state 
of the heart and the actions of the limbs. How important is it 
then that we always check our hearts, that we always work on 
purifying on them, that we always remind ourselves of our 
Kalimah. There is no illah other than He. At every moment our 
only concern should be pleasing Him. 
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However just as we look to our hearts, we should also 
look at our actions. Because just as the outer is affected by the 
inner, the inner is also affected by the outer. In other words if 
we want to reach the station of true Tawhid, where our hearts 
are attached only to Him, then we need to make an effort. It 
simply cannot be only a choice we make. Rather our choice 
must be reflected in our actions. We have to prove to Him and 
to ourselves that we live only for Him. We have to strive in this 
endeavor, we need to try. And one of the best of deeds we can 
do for Him, one of the best of ways to show our sincerity and 
devotion to Him is to spend for Him. 

So we should always be spending for Him, at every 
moment. As we mentioned earlier and need to stress again, 
spending is not limited only to money and material things. For 
all of us our most precious commodity in this world is time. 
There is nothing that is more valuable than time. So give your 
time to Him, at every moment try to remember Him, at every 
moment try to praise Him and thank Him for all His bounties 
and gifts upon you. If at some moments you are touched with 
hardship then bear it with patience for His sake. And know that 
even your tolerance of that pain is from your worship of Him. 
This has to be a constant struggle, a constant journey, for 
every moment of your life. Give the moments of your life to Him 
this is how you can be saved from being among the mushrikon. 
This is how your heart can truly be only for Him. 

Can you not see how fleeting this world is? Can you 
not see how death can come at any moment? What are you 
saving for, what are you waiting for? Your wealth, your family, 
and every moment you spend other than in remembering Him 
will not avail you at all once your soul has departed from this 
world. Can you not see that He is deserving of your love? Be 
then intoxicated with your love for Him. 
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Allah (swt) also describes the mushrikon in this ayah 
as those who “in the Hereafter they are deniers”. First 
notice the beauty in the language, He (swt) does not say that 
they are deniers in the Hereafter, rather He says “in the 
Hereafter they are deniers”. See how the predicate has 
been placed before the subject. When you read this in English 
it may seem somewhat awkward but in Arabic it only adds to 
the power and the meaning that the ayah gives. Our Lord is 
telling us that it is especially in the Hereafter that they are 
deniers. More than they deny anything else, they deny this. 

The Hereafter. The concept of an afterlife, of a judgment, of a 
reckoning of the deeds done in this world. This is what they 
absolutely refuse to believe in. 

And once again the reason for this is their Shirk. Just 
as they refuse to spend for Him because they have given their 
hearts to other than Him, they also refuse to believe in the next 
life for the very same reason. Their hearts are attached to 
something in this world so they do not even want to think of 
leaving it, of being separated from it. They even deny the 
reality of death, they block it out, they do not think about it. 
Such is their love for this world, such is their attachment to this 
world. Because of their Shirk, because they have given their 
hearts to this world instead of to Him. 

Look again at the example of the one whose illah is 
his wealth. The slave of the dollar. Such a person knows that 
he cannot take his wealth with him to the next world. He knows 
that when death comes he has to leave all his wealth behind. 
So what does he do? He denies the Hereafter, denies the very 
idea that there is life after this world. So that he can live in his 
delusion, so that he can dedicate himself to his illah. Working 
day and night only to increase his wealth. 
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Do we not see this in the world today, do we not see it 
in our own selves? See then the power of this Quran, see how 
it has relevance for all times and all peoples. This disease of 
denying the Hereafter is one that many among mankind suffer 
from. And it is a disease that we have brought on ourselves. By 
our choosing to neglect His Quran, His reminders. And worst of 
all it is the cause of much of the evil, much of the injustice we 
do. For it causes us to live without fearing the consequences of 
our actions. It makes us to think we can act however we please 
it prevents us from trying to be better. 

See from this verse the two essential attributes that 
Allah (swt) has given to the mushrikon ? Does this not show us 
that Shirk is more than just the worship of idols? That it really is 
the attaching of the heart to other than the Divine? For the two 
sins our Master tells us of here, the refusal to spend for Him 
and the denying the meeting with Him, they are manifestations 
of the hearts being with other than Him. If all that you cared for 
was Him, if all that you yearned for at every moment was the 
return to Him, then would you not give up everything for Him, 
would you not always be thinking of when you can leave this 
world and be with Him? Most of us are not at this station. Does 
this not show how far we have left to go? Does it not show how 
much we have to strive? And most importantly does it not show 
how much we need the Quran? In order to find the solution we 
first need to know the problem, in order to administer the cure 
we first need to know the disease. This is what His blessed 
Book gives us. It shows us ourselves. It shows us how evil we 
can become if we turn away from Him. And it shows us how we 
can be saved from this evil. How then can you continue to 
ignore this Book, how can you not dedicate your life to studying 
it and teaching it to others? 
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8. Most surely for those who believe and do righteous 
deeds is a reward that will never be cut off. 


After showing us the path of error, in this blessed verse 
our Beloved shows us the path of light. The path He wants us 
to walk on. The path that leads to Him, to tranquility and peace 
and fulfillment in this world. And to felicity and ecstasy in the 
next. See then how in only these two verses the guidance has 
been completed. He has given us all that we need. He has 
shown us the path of error and the path to salvation. The path 
to the Fire and the path to the Garden. How precious then is 
this Book. How dire are the consequences if we ever leave it. 

Recall how Allah (swt) began this Surah by telling us 
about this Quran, and about the messenger who bore it. He 
showed us how in this Book and through this Messenger He is 
inviting us. Inviting us to Himself. By reminding us of the fact 
that our illah is only He. Then He showed us how if we chose 
to reject this Message, if we chose not to heed its warning, if 
we did not work for its reward, then we would be a certain kind 
of people. The mushrikon. Those who chose other than Him. 
Those whose hearts are filled with other than Him. Then He 
went on to describe for us such people. So that we would know 
them well. So that we would know exactly what we should not 
become. Specifically we saw how their essential characteristics 
were that they do not spend for Him and they do not believe in 
the Hereafter. And He told us how they have will have pain and 
misery as result of this choice. Both in this life and the next. 
Now after showing us the darkness, He shows us the Light. 
After showing us those whom we should not be, He shows 
those whom we should be. He describes them for us and He 
shows us the reward that they have been promised. 
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Just as there were two essential characteristics that 
He gave for those who displeased Him, He also gives here two 
essential characteristics for those whom He loves. The first is 
that they believe and the second is that they do the righteous 
deeds. Let us look at each of these in some detail Insha Allah, 
so that we can know how our Master would like us to be. 

Firstly when it comes to belief we should realize the true 
reality of the Arabic word Iman. This word does not mean belief 
as we know it. Rather it means belief with the utmost certainty 
and conviction. This we have to always remind ourselves of. 

He wants us to believe in Him beyond the shadow of a doubt. 
He wants us to believe in His Messenger and in His Book 
beyond the shadow of a doubt. Any less of a belief will not be 
accepted by Him. So you have to realize that it is not simply a 
choice that you make, not simply that you choose to believe 
and then you have fulfilled what He is demanding of you here. 
No rather what He expects when He commands you to have 
Iman is more than just a choice. Of course it begins with your 
choice, and that is the first step and a very important step. But 
you have to do much more. You have to attain Iman, that deep 
conviction and certainty. Your belief must penetrate deep into 
your soul. Meaning you have to believe in Allah (swt) and in 
the Prophet (saw) as His Messenger more than you believe 
what your eyes see. You have to be certain. And reaching this 
is by no means easy. It requires a tremendous effort. Because 
Allah (swt) is in the Unseen. We cannot discover Him, cannot 
know for certain that He is there, unless we make an effort. 

This is especially true for the world we live in today. A world 
where the vast majority of people do not have that conviction in 
Him. Even those who call themselves believers. We may think 
that we believe, but do we really. Can we really say that our 
hearts are free of doubt? How much then should we try? 
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How then can we attain to Iman, how can we believe in 
Him like He wants us to? One way is by looking to His Signs. 
Several are the verses in the Quran which speak of His Signs. 
Even the verses of His Book He refers to as Signs. So Signs 
are very important in the journey to Him. He gave us a bounty 
He did not give to the rest of His creation. A mind capable of 
reflection and contemplation. Even though He gave other 
creations sentience, He did not give them an intellect like He 
gave to us. Our ability to learn, to think, and to reason is 
unparalleled. In fact our society, our civilization is a result of 
this mind He blessed us with. All that we have accomplished is 
from this gift He gave us. Look how easy your life is in the 
modern world. You have a comfortable house, and clothes to 
cover you, and ample food to eat and water to drink. You have 
a computer or a book to read these words from and you can 
understand what I am telling you in them. All of this is because 
of the mind He gave you. But yet despite all this that we as 
human beings have accomplished with our minds, this was not 
the primary reason why we were given them. No, rather the 
main reason why He gave us this bounty was so that we could 
use it to find Him. And how do we do this? By looking to His 
Signs. Look at the world around you. Just think how it came 
into being. What a marvelous and amazing universe is it that 
we find ourselves in, where did it come from? Just from a big 
explosion like they claim. Or are we to believe that it has 
existed forever? But how can this be when everything that we 
observe in this world is finite, everything has a beginning and 
an end? Even the sun, there was a time when it did not exist 
and eventually a time will come when it will be no more. Even 
the most hard core atheist will admit this fact. How then can a 
universe filled with finite things be itself infinite? No, there has 
to be a Source, a Cause. And it can be no less than He (swt). 
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Even today with all the advancements that they have 
made in science and technology, despite all the knowledge 
that they have amassed, building on the shoulders of those 
who had preceded them, they still cannot explain where this 
universe came from. All that they have are theories, guesses. 
But none of these have any evidences, nothing concrete by 
which they can declare that this for sure is how it happened. 

But for us the answer is so simple. By simple observation 
and contemplation we can be arrive at the conviction in Him. 
We see that nothing happens in this universe without a cause. 
Cause and effect. This is one the most basic and fundamental 
principles which we can observe in the world around us. A ball 
that is idle will not start to move by itself, it needs a force to 
push it. If you are hungry your dinner will not just appear out of 
nowhere. You need to make some kind of an effort to attain it. 
The bridge will not get built by itself, the car will not move on its 
own, even the next page of this book will only be revealed if 
you turn this page. A thing is created, brought into being, only 
by an external factor outside that thing. This is so simple, we 
can observe it all around our universe. How then can we ever 
believe that this entire universe came into being on its own? 
There has to have been a First Cause, an Initiator for all of this. 
Who or what is this Initiator? Is it an old man sitting in a chair? 
Is it some quarks that came together and exploded into a big 
bang? Can we really reduce the origin of so marvelous and 
tremendous a universe into something so insignificant? Of 
course not. It has to have been something far greater. It has to 
have been Allah (swt). A Being of utter Perfection and Majesty. 
A Being not confined in any way to time or space. So Great is 
He that our limited minds cannot even begin to comprehend 
His Greatness. Only such a Being could have created all this. 
So by reflecting on His universe we can reach Iman in Him. 
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Now in order to attain certainty in His Message, in this 
Quran, we need to look no further than the Quran itself. For 
this Book is not only the core of His Message but it is also the 
proof for its Truthfulness. The miracles of the Quran is a vast 
topic by itself and volumes can be written on it. Suffice to say if 
you take the time to study this Book you yourself will see that it 
has to be from the Divine. It is not possible for a human being 
or any creation to have composed it. 

Just briefly one aspect of the Quran's Miracle is the way 
in which it uses the Arabic language. All scholars of this 
language agree that it is the peak of eloquence. Each verse 
expresses its intended meaning in the most perfect way. Such 
that not even a single verse can be improved on, not even a 
single verse can be expressed better. The choice of words that 
are used, their ordering, the use of metaphors and expressions 
where appropriate. Such are all at the peak. In fact Allah (swt) 
Himself even challenges mankind to try and produce a Book 
equal to this Quran. One whose meanings are as powerful and 
whose expression is as beautiful. In the last 1500 years no one 
has been able to meet this challenge, no one has even come 
close. Reflect then on this fact. Another aspect of the Quran's 
Miracle is its foretelling of events and facts that could not 
possibly have been known at the time it was sent down. The 
examples of this are also too many to count. Everything from 
the shape of the earth to the formation of the embryo to us 
being composed of water to the communication of animals. 
There is no way that anyone at that time could have known 
about all this. Does this not show how this Quran could not be 
from them? Another aspect of its Miracle is the impact that it 
had on society, the extent to which it changed the world. After 
this Book nothing was the same. The governments changed, 
the morals changed, the behavior and viewpoints changed. 
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Think then. Could such an amazing Book have come 
from a human being? Even if the Prophet (saw) was a genius, 
even if there were others aiding him (saw), could a human still 
have made so incredible a book? Just like it is an insult to this 
universe to say that it came from some energy particles, it is an 
even greater insult to this Quran to say that it came from any 
human being. Even one so wonderful as the Prophet (saw). 

Even most Western secular historians agree that the 
Quran is from the time of the Prophet (saw). The opinion that it 
was written after Muhammad’s time is a minority opinion, even 
among secular academics. If we then look a little deeper at the 
Prophet (saw)’s time, we see even more clearly how the Quran 
could not have been from him (saw). As we know, he (saw) 
was illiterate. He could not read or write. He was also never 
known to be a poet, never known to compose poetry, even 
though there were many poets in his time, including his own 
uncle. So when it came to the Quran, he (saw) used to dictate 
it word for word to his companions. They would down the 
blessed words as they came out from his lips. Now think about 
this. As soon as he spoke the words, they were written down. 
Both on parchment that could not be erased and more 
importantly in the hearts of the companions. This means that 
he could not revise in any way the words that he spoke. He 
could not change them in any way, could not fix any mistakes, 
could not say some words in a better way. He could not do any 
of this. Ask any writer how important revision is to writing a 
quality work and they will all tell you that it is indispensable. 
Some have said that there is no writing, only rewriting. Others 
have said that it is 1% inspiration and 99% perspiration. In that 
most of a writer's time and effort is in revising his work. So if 
the Prophet (saw) could not have revised then how could he 
have produced a Book like this? Think about it. 
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Another way we can attain to Iman, to believe with utmost 
certainty and conviction, is by making our belief be manifested 
in our actions. We have to act based on our belief. There is a 
beautiful relationship between belief and actions. They each 
feed off the other, they each draw strength from the other, they 
are each affected by the other. This is why they are so often 
mentioned together in the Quran. As they are in this very 
verse. The more that you believe the more righteous deeds 
you will do, and the more righteous deeds you do the stronger 
your belief will become. And by the same token the weaker our 
Iman is the more sins we will do and the more sins we do the 
weaker our Iman will become. So we must always strive to do 
the deeds pleasing to Him and we must strive to shun the acts 
hated by Him. Not only will this effort bring us nearer to Him, 
but it will also strengthen and fortify our Iman. 

This is the second description that He gives for those who 
please Him. They do the righteous deeds. Now what we need 
to bear in mind about “righteous deeds” is that they are not the 
deeds which we think are righteous but rather they are deeds 
which He defined to be righteous. In other words Allah (swt) 
must be the One to set the criteria, He is the One to say which 
deeds are good and which are evil. Not us as human beings. 
For He is the Creator we are the created, He s the Sustainer 
we are the sustained, He is the Provider we are the provided 
for. On account of this He is the Lord we are the slaves, He is 
the King we are the subjects. We do not deserve to be the law 
makers. We are not even capable. Because our knowledge is 
so limited when compared to His. We may think that drinking 
alcohol, taking usury, fornication, homosexuality, and gambling 
are good for us and so we may legalize them. Like the secular 
world today has done. But we are wrong. These are evil for us 
and we cannot see it. Because we are blinded by lusts. 
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This is why Allah (swt) has to be the One to legislate, to 
define for us as individuals and as a society how we must live. 
Not only because He is our Creator, Sustainer, and Provider. 
The One Who has given us everything. Not only because He is 
the All Knowing and the Most Wise. But also because He is the 
Most Merciful and the Most Loving. He loves us far more than 
anyone ever could. Even our own parents. Do you think that 
He will allow us to wander in darkness without sending us a 
Law showing us how to live? A comprehensive law addressing 
every aspect of our lives. How can we not but find peace and 
mercy by following this Law and how can we not but find other 
than it if we turn away? This is why we must make every effort 
to implement the Divine Law both in our own lives and in the 
society around us. A comprehensive implementation. This is 
what it means to do the righteous actions. This is how we can 
be among those whom He is pleased with. 

So we must make our daily prayers, we must fast and we 
must give charity. But you know that Islam is more than just the 
five pillars. You know that the way in which you behave with 
others, your character and your empathy, your morality and 
your honesty, your integrity and your humility, these are every 
much a part of your worship as are the devotional acts you do. 
The Prophet (saw) told us that there is nothing heavier on the 
scales than good character. And he (saw) told us Allah (swt) 
sent him only to perfect the character of all mankind. So the 
way we treat others is a very important part of our slavehood to 
Him. We have to maintain the family ties and be the best to our 
neighbors (not only those who live next door but all those 
around us like classmates and coworkers). It is among the best 
of deeds we can do. And we do all this not for them, but only 
for Him. We have to live every moment for Him. Remembering 
that we are naught but His slaves. 
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But the righteous actions He speaks of here is even more 
than just this. More than prayer, fasting, pilgrimage, reciting 
Quran. More than just our good behavior with the people, and 
keeping relations with our family, and honoring our trusts and 
paying back our debts. It is more than just avoiding evils like 
fornication, usury and backbiting. Rather it is living a life of 
complete slavehood to Him. Seeking naught at every single 
moment except pleasing Him. And how exactly do we do this? 
By striving to follow the example of the one whom He sent to 
be followed. The Prophet (saw). We must seek to emulate him 
in all that he (saw) did. Not just in his dress and in his beard 
and his daily invocations. But rather even more importantly in 
being a light for all mankind. A source of mercy and goodness 
for all creation. Even for the animals, even for the earth itself. 
He (saw) told the people not to place too much of a burden on 
the backs of their camels and he (saw) told the people not to 
put animals in cages and he (saw) told people to feed and give 
water for animals. He (saw) was also careful only to use a little 
water when he made ablution. Just think about this. Water is 
the most abundant resource on the earth and still he (saw) was 
careful not to waste it. He wanted to leave some for the rest of 
the creation, he did not want to take from the earth more than 
he needed. But his mercy tor the creation extended beyond 
this. He (saw) knew the only way in which the people could 
have true peace and contentment was in the worship of the 
Divine. And he knew that the only way the earth could see true 
justice and equality is if it was ruled by the Divine Law. So he 
strived to take Allah (swt)’s Message to the people and to 
establish His (swt)’s Kingdom on earth. This also then we need 
to do. The effort of dawah and jihad are among the best of acts 
we can do. Such was the path of the beloved. For us today the 
reality of this path is the peaceful effort to bring back Khilafah. 
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This then is the path upon which we must walk. This 
is the path our Beloved has shown to us. This is what we need 
to do. With the utmost determination and with unfailing resolve. 
We have to strive to believe in Him and in His Message with 
the utmost of conviction. And we have to strive to do the acts 
pleasing to Him. This is how your heart can only be for Him, 
this is how you can be saved from being among the mushrikon. 
As we said before and need to emphasize only if you do this 
can you know true peace and contentment. Only in devotion to 
Him and in remembering Him can your heart find satisfaction. 
Ibn Tammiyah (ra) said there is a Garden in this world and only 
those who enter the Garden of this world can enter the Gaden 
in the next. And that Garden is the Divine Presence. Realizing 
His Nearness to you. Realizing that there is nothing else that 
matters except pleasing Him. Except being near to Him. 

Yet despite this sweetness of Iman, despite how 
wonderful it feels to know you are fulfilling the purpose of your 
very creation, He still promises you yet another reward if you 
do what He asks of you. if you choose the path that leads to 
Him. If you make the effort to attain to Iman and to do the acts 
pleasing to Him. He tells us in this blessed verse that surely for 
those who do this is “is a reward that will never be cut 
off”. This reward is Paradise, the Garden. This is the reward 

that will never be cut off. The reward of eternal bliss and joy. 
The very antithesis of this world. Even though there are some 
pleasures and comforts to be found in this world, they are all 
doomed to end. All good things must come to an end. Such is 
true for this world. Such is the very nature of this world. Such is 
how He created this world because He did not create it for us 
to find true joy in it. It is only a proving ground. So we have to 
prove ourselves to Him. We have to try our best to please Him. 
If we do then there is a repayment that will never end. 
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How beautiful is this, how wonderful is it? To have a 
joy that will never end. Some have claimed that this earth is 
better than Paradise because since the pleasures here are 
temporary that makes them sweeter. This is not true. This is 
just their twisted and irrational philosophy. Ask a child if he 
would prefer to have a full cup of ice cream or only a small 
spoon, of course he will choose the full cup. He will choose 
the larger quantity, that which lasts. Would you prefer to rent 
your dream car or to own it? Would you prefer to take a cruise 
for only a day or for a week? Of course you would prefer that 
which lasts. You want to be happy for as long as possible. This 
is human nature. Our Creator knows our nature. This is why 
He promised us the very best of rewards. A Paradise wherein 
we can have whatsoever that we desire. And we can have it for 
as long as we want to. That cup of ice cream will never end, 
you can keep eating from it for months if you want. And each 
spoon you take will taste better than the one before it. The 
same can be said for all the other pleasures. Your spouse in 
Paradise will never become old and will look more beautiful 
with each passing day. Allah (swt) can do it for you. He is the 
All Powerful, the All Able. If He wanted to make you pleased 
then in how many ways could He do so? 

But we should also note from this verse how He says 
this is a reward that will never be cut off. The literal meaning 
for the Arabic word ay'/'is a repayment. The salary that you give 
to someone for doing a work for you. An exact compensation. 
So this Paradise is not cheap. Nothing in life is free. This is a 
lesson we all learn in this world. If you want more you have to 
work for it. How hard did you work in school to get your degree 
or pass your exams? Only for a worldly reward. How much 
harder then do you need to strive to earn His Garden, to earn 
His pleasure? See then how this Quran makes us be the best. 
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9. Say “Are you all surely being ungrateful to the One who 
created the earth in two periods and you are setting 
up for Him rivals, that is the Rabb of all nations”. 


In this blessed verse our Master continues to guide us, 

He continues to show us the sad reality of how we are living 
our lives, He continues to show us the error of our ways. The 
delusion that we are living in. The problem with most of us is 
that Din has such a small place in our lives. We do not give 
Him nearly as much as He deserves. Only a prayer here or a 
fast there or a pilgrimage once a lifetime. We do this and we 
think we have repaid our debt to Him, we think we have done 
enough. This is the delusion. In this verse He helps us to break 
it. By reminding us once again of just who He is, and what He 
has done for us, and consequently how much is the onus upon 
us to worship and serve Him. See once again then the beauty 
of this Book. See how it makes us into the best human beings 
we can be. Not just by encouraging us to do good and to shun 
evil but also by showing us the reason for doing so. It is easy 
to just tell someone that they have to be righteous. That they 
should speak the truth, and fulfill their obligations, and be kind 
and respectful with the people and they should be fair and just 
to all the creation. It is easy to just tell someone they should 
not steal or cheat or harm. This is easy, just to tell. But how to 
make them to listen, how to make them obey, this is the 
challenge. Most people know they have to be good but still 
they fail to do so. Because they have not been given enough of 
an incentive. Especially to combat their lusts and desires which 
can often flare so strong. This Quran gives them that incentive. 
And that incentive is Him. 
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First of all notice how this ayah is a command. It is not a 
command to fast or to pray or to fold the pants at the ankles. 
Rather it is a command to do dawah. To convey a message 
from Him to the people. See then how important a place dawah 
must have in our lives. If we are truly followers of this Book. 

Allah (swt) tells us to tell the people on His behalf. “Are 
you all surely being ungrateful to the One who 
created the earth in two periods and you are setting 
up for Him rivals”. Let us look at this verse step by step so 
that we understand it ourselves, and so that we can properly 
convey it to the people. First of all notice the emphasis and the 
certainty with which this statement is made. In the Arabic there 
are two words used only to stress the importance and the truth 
of this statement. So the people should have no doubt that 
they are indeed doing what He accuses them of here. They are 
being ungrateful to Him, we are all being ungrateful to Him. We 
are setting up rivals for Him. Despite the fact that He created 
the earth for us in only two period. 

First let us consider how exactly we are being ungrateful 
to Him. Is it not by our refusal to worship Him, our refusal to 
serve Him, our refusal to remember Him through our days and 
nights? Our refusal to live in obedience to His Law. Both as 
individuals and a society. We do think how we can please Him, 
how much we owe to Him, how many are the bounties He has 
given us. We do not think about any of this because we do not 
think of Him. We are blind to Him. Our hearts are utterly blind 
to Him. Drowning in this world. We focus on the illusion and we 
forget the Real. We think of the means and we forget the 
Source. We attribute to the creation what we should attribute to 
the Creator. We forget how every moment is only possible 
because of Him. So we give these moments to other than Him. 
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Such is only the beginning of our ingratitude. There 
are so many bounties He has given us that we just take for 
granted. We do not thank Him for giving them to us. We do not 
even acknowledge that He is the One Who gave them to us. 
Here in this ayah He brings our attention to one of these gifts in 
particular. A bounty which all of mankind is in debt to Him for. 
Even if we spent our entire lives praising Him and thanking 
Him for it we would still not even come close. And this is the 
bounty of the earth itself. How much have we the human race 
benefitted from the earth? Just think where we would be were 
it not for the earth? Throughout the centuries wars have been 
fought and blood has been shed only for tiny strips of this earth 
we all realize how valuable it is, how it is life itself. Not only is it 
the very ground on which we walk, the bed on which we sleep, 
the place on which we live, but it also provides us with all that 
we need. From the food we eat to the water we drink to the 
clothes we wear to the homes which shelter us to the rides that 
carry us. These are only a few of the ways in which we use the 
earth or that which comes from it, every day of our lives. And 
now that we have been blessed with telescopes and satellites, 
means to see into the depths of space, we realize even more 
just how great a bounty the earth is. There is no other planet 
which even comes close to our earth. No other planet that can 
support life like our earth can. But what we need to realize from 
this verse is that it is not our earth, we did not create it. He did. 
He created it for us. A tremendous bounty. How then can we 
as mankind not be grateful to Him for it? How can we rule it by 
other than His Law? How can we permit on it that which does 
not please Him? How can we not worship Him in it? This is a 
crime that we as mankind as a whole are committing. By living 
on His earth every day of our lives and by not showing Him the 
proper gratitude for it. Not even close. 
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Now why does Allah (swt) specifically mention here 
that He created the earth in two periods? First and foremost we 
have to realize that the Arabic word yaum does not mean “day” 
as it is usually translated. Rather it means any period of time. It 
could mean a day or a week or a month or a year or any time 
in between. It could also mean an hour, a minute a second or 
even a millisecond. All of these are possible for the word yaum. 
So here our Master is telling us that He created the earth in 
two yaums. What then are the benefits we can take from this? 
How can we come closer to Him through it? 

First we can realize His Power. What can you say about 
the Power of a Being Who can create from nothing an earth 
like this? Can you create such an earth? Even if all mankind 
gathered together and we helped each other, can we create 
such an earth? We cannot even create a speck of dirt. Such is 
how weak we are, such is how limited we are. What right then 
do we have to be arrogant? What right do we have to rebel 
against His Authority? How can we speak of our freedoms and 
our rights? Can we not see what insignificant creatures we are, 
when compared to His Power and Glory? He is the One Who 
created this earth, He is the One Who brought it into existence 
from nothing. How then can we live heedless of Him, how then 
can we forget Him? What can you say about a Being of such 
Power and Might? Does not HE deserve to be worshipped? 
Does HE not deserve to be submitted to? His Absolute Power 
is only one manifestation of His Perfection, from His Perfection 
comes His Majesty and from His Majesty comes His Beauty. 
We should love Him and adore Him on account of all of these. 
But it cannot be a love confined only to the heart or even to the 
tongue. Rather it must be a love that permeates and overflows 
to our limbs, to our very lives. Such is what He deserves. The 
more we know Him, the more we love Him. 
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Now an argument that some may bring is that if He is a 
Being of such Perfection then why did He need two periods to 
create this earth? Could He have not done so in an instant? Is 
this not a contradiction of His Perfection? Of course not. There 
are several ways we can understand His choosing to create 
the earth in two periods. First is to realize even two periods 
could be an instant. Because as we mentioned a yaum could 
even be a millisecond. And is not two milliseconds an instant, 
as far as our limited reckoning can decipher? 

But there is an even more profound response to this 
contention. And that is Allah (swt) could have created our earth 
in an instant if He wanted to but He chose not to. Instead He 
chose to take His time. He chose to do it in two minutes or two 
hours or even two days. He did so as an example for us. To 
show us that in our endeavors we also should take our time, 
we cannot hasten, we cannot expect for something to happen 
or to come before its time. In several verses He has told us 
that haste is not pleasing to Him. When we become impatient, 
when we try to hurry in our affairs, when we cannot wait, then 
this is when our affairs come to ruin. Rather we have to be 
steadfast, we have to be constant, we have to remember that 
patience is required for success in all our affairs. If the Divine 
Himself took more than an instant to create this earth, then 
how can we ever hope to accomplish anything in an instant? 
How can we expect the Khilafah to be restored tomorrow, how 
even can we expect our heart to be full of Iman tonight? These 
are great matters, they need effort and they also need time. 

Such is the response for such contention and it is enough 
of a response. Because such contention is not healthy to 
begin with, it does not benefit us, it does not bring us nearer to 
Him. Recall how we said that we need to have the right 
attitude when approaching this Book, the right frame of mind. 
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We have to approach it seeking nearness to Him. How 
will these questions and contentions help us to achieve this 
nearness? They will not. This is why we should not be asking 
such questions. In fact the Prophet (saw) told us that among 
the things he feared for us was excessive questioning. So the 
only question we should be asking is how will this ayah bring 
us closer to our Lord. When we have this mindset then even in 
His telling us that He created the earth in two periods we find 
benefit. We find a knowledge that will allow us to love Him 
more and serve Him better. Such was the attitude of the 
Companions and the righteous predecessors. They knew Him, 
and they loved Him more than anything else. And they knew 
this Quran was the path that lead to Him. So they came to 
ayah each seeking to draw nearer to Him. 

This ayah is also an example of how we cannot rely only 
on a translation when trying to understand Quran. Here if 
someone looks only at the translation, only at the surface, then 
there might be some confusion. They might have the doubts 
we addressed earlier. They might ask why it took the Divine 
two full days to create the earth. For they would simply take the 
common translation of yaum as day. Since they do not know 
that yaum could also mean even a millisecond, they would be 
confused. This confusion might lead them to doubt the Quran, 
it might lead them to become more distant from Him. 

They might also ask how the earth could be created in 
days when a day is only the rotation of the earth. How then 
could there have been day before there was earth? These are 
a few of the many doubts that might creep in when one relies 
only on the translation. This is why we need to study tafsir, we 
need to look deeper, in order that by His Grace such doubts 
are removed. In order that we benefit from each ayah. By 
increasing in our love for Him. 
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Now we have translated the word kufr in this ayah to 
ingratitude but it also means disbelief. Denial. So there is one 
more meaning this part of the verse gives “Are you surely 
disbelieving in the One who created the earth in 
two periods”. Not only is mankind in a constant state of 
ingratitude to the Divine, but we are also in a constant state of 
disbelief. We do not believe in Him even though He is the One 
Who created the very earth on which we live. Even those of us 
who claim to believe, those of us who think we believe, do we 
really believe in Him with that conviction and certainty? As we 
said Iman, the kind of belief that He expects from us, is a belief 
of utmost certainty and conviction. How many of us today have 
such a belief? If we truly did we would not be how we are, we 
would not be heedless of Him for most of our moments. If you 
were truly convinced that there is a Being like He, a Being as 
Perfect and Magnificent and Beautiful as He, would you allow 
yourself to forget Him? Would you allow yourself to sin against 
Him? Would you ever allow yourself to make anything else as 
a priority in your life other than He? 

This is our sad reality today. Many are the souls today 
who call themselves atheists or antagonists. Denying His very 
Existence completely. And even those few of us who do still 
believe in Him, do not believe with conviction and certainty. 
Such a behavior is so shocking. This is why the verse asks 
with such surprise and wonder. Are you really disbelieving in 
Him? The One Who created the very earth on which you live. 
How can you do this? How can you deny Him? Did you create 
this earth? Can you ever explain how it came into being? Just 
think. Use this beautiful mind that He gave you. Could our 
earth ever have come into existence on its own, just by chance 
when it is an earth so perfect for life, so perfect for us? 
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The next part of the verse shows us how we are being 
ungrateful to Him, and how we are denying Him. It reads “you 
are setting up for Him rivals”. This is the reality of Shirk, 
setting up rivals for Him. Setting up partners alongside Him. 
The word nada means a rival, a competitor, an opponent. An 
object of adoration to which some or all of God's qualities are 
ascribed. This is what the people have done to Allah (swt), this 
is their crime against Him. They have made something else in 
their lives more important than He. They have dedicated their 
lives to this instead of to Him. 

We have examined this concept of Shirk in an earlier 
ayah when we talked about the mushrikon. But it is such an 
important concept that it needs to be visited again. Because 
most of us today do not understand it correctly. We think it is 
only worshipping idols. We think that if we do not worship idols 
then we are safe from Shirk, safe from making rivals to Him. 
And then we fall into evil and do not even realize it. We anger 
Him and we do not even realize it. As we said before and need 
to stress again, we all need to see the kind of place that He 
needs to have in our lives. He is not just the God whom we 
worship once a week or call on when we are struck with a 
calamity. Rather He is our very reason for being, the reason for 
our every moment. Only when we realize this would we realize 
the reality of Shirk. In Surah Baqarah He told us the reality of 
those who make rivals for Him. Their crime is that they love 
another as they should love Him. This is the reality of Shirk. It 
is more than just worshipping idols or supplicating to dead 
saints. So check your heart once again. Ask what is it always 
thinking of, what is it always worrying about. If it is other than 
He then realize that you too may be guilty. But do not despair. 
Realize He is the Most Forgiving. You can always journey back 
you only need to realize your mistake and try to be better. 
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However this is not easy. There will always be a false god 
distracting us, a rival trying to take the place in our heart which 
belongs only to Him. Notice in the ayah how the verb is in the 
present tense. It does not say we have set up for Him rivals 
rather it says we are setting up for Him rivals. This gives the 
meaning that it is an action we are constantly doing, we keep 
on doing. Every day of our lives, every moment of our lives we 
keep on preferring something else to Him. Such is the nature 
of this world, and such is how weak we are. This is why we 
have to make a constant effort. To always remind ourselves of 
Him, to always correct our intentions. 

We also have to be wary of our environment because we 
are so often influenced by it. As we mentioned in this ayah 
Allah (swt) is addressing all of mankind and He (swt) is telling 
us all that we are guilty of this crime. We are all setting up 
rivals for Him. And do we not see this in the world today? Do 
we not see that most of us have attached our hearts to other 
than He? So even if we are sincere, even if we try to be better, 
how can we still hold back the tides that are around us? How 
can we save ourselves and our families from being influenced 
by the world around us? This is where the effort needs to be 
made. We especially need to train our children to be conscious 
of the Divine. To live for Him. To not yearn for anything in life 
other than Him. This is what we have to teach them, and we 
have to show them that because we are dedicated to Him we 
cannot be like those around us. We cannot live for what they 
live for. They are a people whose hearts are empty of Him, 
they are a people who have forgotten Him. How then can we 
be like them, how can we allow ourselves to be influenced by 
them It is difficult but we need to make this effort. To make this 
barrier between us and them. We do not need to hate them. 

But we always need to see that we are different from them. 
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Our Master ends this ayah by saying “that is the Rabb 
of all nations”. Here He tells us of one of His titles. A title we 
should know very well. Because we address Him with it in our 
prayers at least seventeen times every day. The Rabb of all 
nations. Several are the meanings given by the word Rabb. 
Among them are Creator, Sustainer, Maintainer, Nurturer, and 
also Lord, Master, Owner, and King. All of these meanings are 
given by this title. This is why in my opinion it is not appropriate 
to give this title to any human being. Because there is no one 
else deserving of our obedience, no one deserving of authority. 
Except He. Whatever limited obedience we may give to the 
creation is only because of Him. It is only because He told us 
to. For example He told us to obey our parents as long as they 
do not command us to do what He has forbidden. And He told 
us to obey the rulers as long as they rule in accordance with 
His Law. These are examples of a limited obedience we give to 
the creation. But they are only because of Him. We obey these 
people only because of Him. We realize that they are nothing 
when compared to Him. He is our Creator, the One Who 
brought us into existence. He is our Sustainer and our 
Maintainer. Our every moment is possible only because of 
Him. He is actively keeping us alive. If He were to neglect us, 
even for a moment, we would be destroyed. And because our 
every moment is possible only because of Him we give every 
moment to Him. We try to live every moment in slavehood to 
Him. Dedicating each and every single one of our actions only 
for Him. And desiring naught except His Countenance. We are 
also pleased with whatever He decrees for us. Because we 
know everything that happens to us, every situation we find is 
only from Him. We also rely and depend and trust in Him 
completely. Certain that He will take care of us and never 
abandon us. This is what it means to make Him as our Rabb. 
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If He is truly our Rabb then how can we ever make 
Shirk to Him? This is the beautiful connection between the two 
parts of this verse. How can anyone set up rivals for Him, how 
can anyone dedicate their life to other than Him, when He is 
already the One worthy of all dedication? On account of Him 
being Rabb. Also how can anyone claim to be a master or king 
instead of Him, when He is already the Master and the King for 
all creation? If you do make a partner for Him, if you dedicate 
your heart to other than He, then at the end of the day that 
thing you have dedicated your heart to is still of His earth. It is 
still a slave of His, dependent completely on Him. If only He 
wanted to, He could destroy that thing in an instant. Just like 
He could destroy you in an instant. How then can you attach 
your heart to it instead of to Him? How does it compare to 
Him? Is it your Creator or your Sustainer or your Maintainer? 
What has it done for you compared to what He has done for 
you, what has it given you compared to what He has given 
you? And what is its beauty compared to His Beauty, what is 
its majesty compared to His? How then can you love it more 
than you love Him, how can you love anything more than Him 
Can you not see that just by His Being Rabb He deserves 
both your total dedication and that of all else in the universe? 
He tells us here that He is the Rabb of all nations, of all worlds. 
No one is excluded. Everyone is under His dominion. Including 
you. If you then were to turn away, if you were to choose other 
than total dedication to Him, then you are rejecting His being 
Rabb. Do you think such is pleasing to Him? Do you think He 
will be pleased with you if you deny Him for what He is? Will 
He send down His Mercy on you, will He guide you, will He 
save you from Himself? In this life and especially in the next? 
And we are as an Ummah not guilty as well for denying Him as 
Rabb? By our choosing to rule with a secular law? 
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Now you may ask why Allah (swt) uses the pronoun “that” 
in this part of the verse? In other words why does He (swt) say 
“that is Rabb of all nations” instead of saying “He is the Rabb 
of all nations”? The response to this is that it to emphasize the 
title. He is not referring here to Himself rather He is referring to 
His title. He wants to bring our attention, wants us to focus on 
this title. He is the Rabb of all nations, the Rabb of all peoples. 
This is why it is absolutely inappropriate, utterly unjust, for us 
to make Shirk with Him. How can we when He is our Rabb? 

And unlike the kings and lords of this earth, His is a 
title that He has earned. A title that He deserves. For He is the 
Creator and Sustainer of all. He is the Maintainer and Nurturer 
for all. This is why He deserves to be Lord and Master for all. 
We need to thus always acknowledge this title of His. It is not 
enough for us to simply believe that He is there. Most people 
today do believe in Him. Despite how corrupt our society has 
become, the percentage of atheists is still very small. Yet what 
most of us fail to do is acknowledge Him as Rabb. We fail to 
acknowledge that He is our complete Lord and Master. We do 
not see that we have to live every moment for Him. We do not 
see that we have to try and please Him at every moment. This 
is the realization that we have failed to come to, the realization 
that we do not want to come to. And He (swt) Knows that we 
would be like this, He Knows our weakness. That is why in this 
blessed verse He stresses for us that He is our Rabb. We have 
to then try our best to inculcate the meaning of this verse in our 
lives. At every moment we have to realize that we are naught 
but His slaves. And so at every moment we have to ask how 
we can please Him. At the same time we should also call on 
the rest of mankind to return to this slavehood. For we know 
He is not only our Rabb but theirs as well. We are jealous for 
Him. We want His rights to be fulfilled. 
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10. And He has placed upon it rawasiya from above it, 
and He has blessed (the good in) it, and He has 
ordained its diverse sustenance in four periods, as a 
completion for the askers. 

In this beautiful verse our Beloved continues to describe 

Himself for us. And He continues to show us His bounties upon 
us. In order that we may love Him even more. In order that we 
may yearn for Him even more. In order that we may strive to 
please Him even more. There are the two paths through which 
we can journey to Him. Two paths through which we can love 
Him. First by realizing His Power, His Perfection, His Majesty, 
His Beauty and second by realizing the extent of His favors 
upon us. Both of these are reasons for us to love Him. And the 
heart of our slavehood and dedication to Him, the soul of our 
worship to Him is our love for Him. All that we do is out of love. 

He begins by telling us how “He has placed upon it 
rawasiya”. The word rawasiya literally means something that 
is stamped down. Wedged in. Clamped down. Most of the 
commentators of the Quran have understood it in this ayah to 
mean mountains. Our Master is reminding us here of the 
bounty of mountains. How much is the benefit that we as 
mankind take from mountains? Most of us do not know that it is 
actually the mountains which stabilize the earth. They prevent 
the earth from shaking and convulsing, they prevent 
earthquakes. Only now have scientists discovered just how 
unstable our earth would have been were it not for mountains. 

If you at the geology of the earth, you will see that wherever 
the tectonic plates meet, wherever earthquakes are likely to 
happen, there are mountains there. Were it not for them the 
earthquakes would be much more frequent. 
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Notice also the beautiful connection between the word 
that Allah (swt) uses and the purpose which mountains serve. 
As we said the word rawasiya means something that clamps 
down, something that holds down. And is this exactly not what 
the mountains do? Are they not holding down the earth for us, 
are they not making it firm for us? This is an example of some 
of the scientific miracles of the Quran. An example of how the 
Quran relates to us facts which only recently modern science 
has discovered. Only recently have we discovered this power 
of the mountains to hold down the earth. Only recently can we 
see just how humongous they are. The tall mountains we see 
are only like the tip of an iceberg. Most of the mountain we do 
not even see. Most of it is under the earth. Such is how large a 
creation it is. Such is what makes our earth firm. 

Now could the Prophet (saw) have known about these 
facts? Could anyone at his time have known? Could they have 
known back then that the mountain under the earth is far larger 
than the mountain over the earth? Could they have known that 
the mountain is stabilizing and making firm the earth? No there 
is no way for them to have known. Most people believed the 
mountain was a rising of the earth. They did not think there 
was anything underneath. This they surmised based only on 
what they could observe. The tools of observation by which 
they could have known the true reality of the mountains had 
not yet been invented. And yet the Quran, this ancient Book 
tells us of these facts, it describes the reality of mountains, and 
even their purpose, how could this be? 

There is no other religious scripture in the world today like 
this. No scripture which matches the reality so perfectly. Rather 
all the others contradict what we have discovered. For example 
the Bible claims the sun revolves around the earth. The Quran 
has no such claims. Rather it only tells us the world as it is. 
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Al Qushayri tells us in his tafsir of another understanding 
for this part of the verse. He says that just as the mountains 
stabilize and make firm the surface of the earth, the scholars 
and saints do the same for the people of the earth. For just as 
the earth needs to be protected from convulsions and drifting 
even more so do the hearts. It is thus the scholars and saints, 
by their imparting of knowledge and by their sincere example 
who do this. For these blessed souls truly did believe in the 
Divine, they truly did live for Him. And He tells us here that it is 
He Who placed them on the earth. In order to give peace for 
the people. Through the convulsions of life. By teaching them 
and by showing them how a true slave of the Divine should be. 

How great of a bounty is this? How much do we need to 
praise our Lord for giving us the likes of Abu Bakr, and Umar, 
and Uthman, and Ali and all the noble companions? And for 
the likes of Abdullah ibn Mubarak, An Nawawi, Al Baqillam, Ibn 
Tammiyah, An Nabhani, Sayyid Qutb, and many others like 
them. These were all luminaries of their time. They preserved 
the correct understanding of this Din, they protected it from 
heresies and deviation, they dedicated their life to it. If you 
study their lives you will find this to be true. They were not at all 
attached to this world. They did not spend their days trying to 
hoard wealth or to build a name for themselves. Rather they 
spent all of their time serving the Din. Studying, writing, 
teaching. It was said of Shaykh Nabhani (ra) that there was not 
a single book in the enormous library of Azhar except that he 
read it. Are they then not examples for us? Can we not ask 
ourselves why we are worrying and fretting about this world 
when it meant so little to them? Why cannot we give our lives 
for this Din, this Ummah, for Allah (swt) like they did? When we 
do this then by His Grace we will find peace in our lives and we 
will bring peace to the earth. 
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Notice also how Allah (swt) tells us that He has 
placed these rawasiya on the earth “from above it”. Now we 
said there were two meanings for rawasiya. One is mountains 
and the other is saints and scholars. As for mountains the 
meaning given here is Allah (swt) sent them down from above. 
This is a fact which most scientists and geologists would have 
a hard time accepting. They believe that the mountains formed 
when the tectonic plates crashed into each other. This is what 
they have hypothesized based on the data they have collected. 
But of course they have never witnessed this supposed 
occurrence first hand. They themselves claim this process took 
several million years to happen. So at the end of the day it is 
only a guess. Even though they may have some evidence to 
support this claim, it is still only a theory. Can we then believe 
them? Can we as Muslims also assert to the mountains 
forming as a result of the plates meeting? Of course not, here 
in our Quran our Rabb tells us the exact opposite of this. He 
tells us mountains were placed on the earth from above it, 
rather than growing out from beneath it. Who then are you 
going to believe? The man who only knows what little he has 
seen and learned, or the All Knowing. The One Who not only 
witnessed how the mountain formed but Who was responsible 
for it. So we need to realize that whenever any scientific 
theories contradict the Quran then we have to abandon those 
theories. Regardless of whatever supposed evidences they 
might have. And we have to believe what our Rabb tells us in 
His Book. From this part of the ayah we see His Power. Can 
you imagine the sight of mountains falling on the earth from 
above? What can you say about the Power of the Being Who 
can do this? Are you not in wonder and awe? Do you not feel 
your love for Him growing? 
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Just like the mountains have been sent from above, 
so too have the scholars and saints. Now of course they did 
not fall directly from the sky like the mountains did. Rather they 
were human beings just like you and me. They came from the 
earth just like we did. So with them we cannot take the literal 
meaning of this ayah. Rather the meaning we can take is that 
the thing which made them scholars and saints was sent down 
from above. And that is the knowledge of the Din, this Quran. 
This was what transformed them. This was what made them to 
choose the life that they did. This was what instilled in them the 
love and the yearning for the Divine. Were it not for this Quran 
they would not have been who they were, they may even have 
been the worst human beings. But they were not, rather they 
were the best. Because they took from this light that had been 
sent from above. They took from it to such an extent until they 
themselves became light. They became walking manifestations 
of this Quran. Just like the Prophet (saw) was. 

The other way in which they were sent from above is that 
the enabling grace by which they did all their good deeds was 
sent from above. Meaning it was from Allah (swt). Though we 
have free will, the ability to choose between good and evil, we 
still need Him to facilitate for us the good that we do. When it 
comes to evil then that is a choice we make by ourselves. But 
if we choose the path of good then we need His help to walk it. 
Because this path is steep and we are weak. Only by enabling 
grace from Him can we traverse it. So we make the choice to 
do good but the ability and the strength and the determination 
all come from Him. Like when you step on the gas in your car, 
your foot alone did not make the car move, it was only the first 
step in a long process. Similarly with them, it is He Who made 
them into who they were. He sent down on them His facilitation 
and His support. They would be nothing without Him. 
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Returning to the ayah we find the second part reads 
“He has blessed (the good in) it”. The literal translation of 

this is actually “He has blessed in it”. But we cannot take this 
understanding because we know that not everything on the 
earth is blessed. In fact the Prophet (saw) told us that this 
world is cursed and all that is in it, except for four things. They 
are the remembrance of Allah (swt), whatever facilitates it, a 
scholar teaching sacred knowledge and a student learning it. 
These four are the things of the earth which are not cursed, 
these four are the things which are blessed. When Allah (swt) 
says that He blessed the earth we take it to mean He blessed 
the good in the earth, He blessed these four things. For we 
know that the Prophet (saw) does not speak from his own mind 
or his desires, rather every word he utters is revelation from 
the Divine. As we learned from Surah An-Najm. 

So we see from here that Allah (swt) blessed the good 
things of this earth, the good things are those which allow us to 
remember Him and to journey nearer to Him. For this is our 
purpose in life. This is the reason why we were created and 
why we were placed on this earth. Now what exactly are these 
things and how exactly has He blessed them? They are all 
those things which allow us to live a life of worship to Him. So 
our food, our wealth, our homes, our cars, our clothes, our jobs 
these are all things of this world, but since they allow us to live 
in order that we can worship Him and serve His Din they are 
blessed. He blessed them by increasing them in goodness, by 
allowing them to give us more peace and joy. Take your wealth 
for example. If you earn it through lawful means and spend it 
on lawful things, and you give its right to family and the poor, 
all for His sake, then He will bless your wealth. It will keep on 
increasing and keep on bringing you more contentment. The 
same can be said for all the good things of this world. 
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As we continue in our journey through this verse, we 
see our Master tells us more about the bounties which He has 
given us, and He continues to show us His Majesty and Glory. 
Specifically in relation to this earth. This world in which we live. 
He tells us how “He has ordained its diverse sustenance 
in four periods”. There are several meanings given by the 
Arabic word qadar. One is to decree or to ordain, like the 
decree passed by a king or an ordinance issued by a 
government. A judgment that everyone must adhere to, sent 
from an authority. The other meaning of qadar is measuring or 
determining. Like a tailor measures a garment according to the 
height of his customer. Both of these meanings apply in this 
ayah, and they both come together perfectly. Allah (swt) first 
decreed the sustenance for all creation and then He (swt) 
measured out the proportions for that decree. All that He has 
given to each and every single one of us, of food, drink, shelter 
clothes, transportation, tools, everything that we benefit from, 
everything that we use. He wrote it all before we were even 
created. He decreed it and measured it for all creation before 
there was even a single life form on the earth or even a single 
angel in the sky. For you He decreed and He measured exactly 
how much water you would drink down to the last drop, exactly 
how much food you would eat down to the last morsel. Even 
how much of the oxygen of this earth you would breath. Down 
to minutest of detail. Not only did He do this for you, but He did 
it for all mankind. Every single man, woman and child who has 
ever lived. He also did it for all creation, every bird in the sky, 
every animal on land, and every fish in the sea. And He did this 
all this in only four milliseconds. In the time it took you to blink 
your eye, He decreed and measured and wrote in the Sacred 
Tablet the sustenance for all His creation. Such is His Power. 
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Now several are the benefits we can take from our 
realizing that our sustenance has been decreed by Allah (swt). 
The first is that we should never worry or fret over it. So many 
are the people in the world today who become anxious and 
even terrified over losing their wealth. They are so scared of 
poverty, so scared of being without. Such is how attached they 
have become to this worldly life. But as believers, who believe 
that our sustenance has been decreed for us by Allah (swt), we 
cannot be like them. We need to always have conviction in the 
fact that whatever has been written for us will come to us, and 
nothing we can do will prevent it. In fact the Prophet (saw) told 
us that our sustenance chases us just like death does. For they 
both have been decreed for us by the Divine, the former an 
exact measurement and the latter an exact place and time. 

Now does this mean we will never be touched by poverty 
or by hunger? No, of course not. We may be tested by these. 
Such is the nature of this worldly life. We pray to Allah (swt) 
that He does not test us. We pray to Him that He makes life 
easy for us and that He does not reduce our sustenance. But if 
for a wisdom that He Knows, He chooses to test us, we should 
not be surprised. Rather we should bear the trial with resolve 
and we should hope for the reward from Him. So we should 
know that even though our sustenance has been written for us 
this does not mean we are always guaranteed an excess of it. 

But the key is that we should never fear a decrease in it. 
Because even if Allah (swt) decides to test us by giving us less 
of this world, we should know that if we are true to Him then 
even that trial is good for us. It could be a way for us to return 
to Him, to draw nearer to Him. And when the test is over, He 
will provide a way out for us. Remember that it is His job to 
provide for us. Our responsibility is only to worship Him and 
serve Him, to the best of our ability. 
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Yet how many so called Muslims today have forgotten 
this fact, how many of us still think our sustenance is in our 
hands? Right here in this very ayah our Rabb is telling us that 
He has already decreed our sustenance for us even before He 
created us, and yet we do not believe Him. Our actions prove 
that we do not believe Him. How many of us today consume 
usury, or enter into business contracts that involve usury, how 
many of us are so busy working that we neglect our Salah and 
the dawah? How many sisters show their nakedness to the 
world and how many brothers shave off their beards? In the 
hope of getting a better job, by pleasing the disbelievers. We 
think by doing these actions we will increase our sustenance, 
our portion in this world. We have forgotten Him, we are utterly 
heedless of Him. Pleasing Him is not the main concern in our 
lives. Rather it is only pleasing ourselves. Accumulating more 
of this world for ourselves. Such is the sad reality that the vast 
majority of the Ummah is in today. We know this is how we are 
and then we wonder where is the Khilafah, we wonder why He 
has not established us in the land or given us the leadership 
over this earth like we once had. So we need to fix the states 
of our hearts and we can do so by returning to this Quran. By 
having conviction in every word that our Rabb tells us here. By 
choosing to act based upon this conviction. If you believe my 
dear brother that the rizq is from Allah (swt) then act based on 
what you believe. Take the time during your workday for prayer 
spend time on the weekends learning this Din and teaching it 
to others, and do not involve yourselves in the forbidden. The 
same can be said for you dear sister. Unless you are in a really 
desperate situation where you do not have a husband who can 
provide for you, you should try and be content with the life of a 
homemaker. You have the most important job of all, raising the 
future generations of our Ummah. 
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Some people may bring the argument that if our rizq 
has already been written for us, then do we still need to make 
an effort to attain it? Can we just sit at home or just spend the 
entire day praying in the masjid and wait for it to come to us? 
There were some who deviated in the past and did just this. 
They thought since the rizq is already decreed then they do not 
need to do anything on their part. But such a thinking is wrong. 
We do need to act, we do need to make the effort. Because 
even this effort we make is part of our servitude to Him. He has 
told us in other verses to seek our portion in this world. Also 
working to gain a living was the way of the Prophet (saw) and 
his blessed Companions. So even though we believe that our 
rizq comes from Him, we still need to make our best effort to 
attain it. Just think how wonderful it would be if you could have 
such an outlook towards your sustenance in this world. You 
would never be lazy or complacent because you know that 
even your work and your studies is part of your slavehood to 
Him. And at the same time you do not have any anxiety or fear 
from poverty. Because you know your rizq has been written for 
you and you trust in your Rabb to provide for you. So on the 
one hand you work hard and try your best in whatever field you 
are in, and on the other you also spend your wealth because 
you are certain that your bread is not in your hand but in His. 
How lacking is such a personality in the Ummah today? 

Instead of this balanced way we find its two extremes. Some of 
us as we mentioned earlier have a very fatalistic attitude, even 
when it comes to rizq. We think that since the sustenance has 
been written for us, we do not need to make any effort. So we 
do not strive to the best of our ability when it comes to our 
studies, work or business. Others among us think that it is only 
our efforts which bring the rizq. So we violate His Sacred Law 
and our hearts are consumed with fear over losing this world. 
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Now the Arabic word for sustenance is rizq, but this is 
not the word our Master uses here. Rather He uses the word 
qawath. This word means diverse sustenance, several different 
kinds of sustenance. And for this ayah in particular where He is 
telling us about His bounties on us and His Power and Glory, is 
this word not most appropriate? For it makes us to realize that 
not only is He the One Who has decreed for us our sustenance 
but He has decreed for us various forms of sustenance. How 
much has He given us and in how many different ways has He 
given? Not only has He given us food but He has given us so 
many different kinds of food, not only has He given us drink 
but He has given so many different kinds of drink. If only you 
were to even just try and count the different kinds of things He 
has given you, it would take you forever. Such is His Power. 
Such also is His Love for you. Such also is your dependence 
on Him. For it is not just one thing you need from Him but it is 
so many. He does not just provide you with food and drink. In 
addition to these you also need Him to give you clothes, and 
shelter, and a healthy body. You need Him to give you family 
and companionship, you also need utensils, tools, furniture, 
transportation, light by which to see, knowledge, skills, a job. 

All of these are from His sustenance for you. See then in how 
many different ways does He give to you. How then can you 
not be grateful, how then can you continue to live heedless? 

Zamakshari reminds us in his tafsir of this ayah how it 
also shows that our Master has diversified the sustenance 
among nations. Is it not true that the food of China is different 
from the food of India which is different from the food of Europe 
and the Middle East? The same can be said for the homes and 
for clothing. They are all different for different nations. For each 
of us He has provided in a different way. This also is from His 
Bounty on us, this also shows His Power. 
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Finally Allah (swt) ends this ayah “a completion for 

the askers”. In order to understand what this means we first 

we have to understand who are the askers. Notice how they 
are not called “those who ask”, rather they are the askers. In 
Arabic when the verbal noun is used then it gives the meaning 
that this noun always performs that verb. Meaning these are 
always asking. Who is it then who is always asking, what are 
they asking for, and who are they asking of? Tabari tells us in 
his tafsir there is a difference of opinion among the scholars on 
who each of these is. This shows us there is no clear hadith 
from the Prophet (saw) explaining who they are. For if there 
were then there would be no disagreement. 

In my opinion, and Allah (swt) Knows best, the askers are 
all of creation, and what they are asking for is their sustenance, 
and the one asked of course is Allah (swt). So when Fie (swt) 
says here “a completion for the askers” it means Fie (swt) 
fulfilled or completed the petition of all those who ask. What we 
ask of Flim is our sustenance and Fie (swt) gave this to us. Fie 
gave this to us by what Fie said in the previous part of the 
verse, how Fie decreed the diverse sustenance in four periods. 
By FHis decreeing our rizq Fie fulfilled our request. Now you 
may say that we never asked Allah (swt) for this rizq, how then 
can Fie refer to us as askers. The response to this is that we 
are askers by definition of who we are. We are, always have 
been, and always will be utterly dependent on Flim. We need 
Flim more than the newborn needs its mother. The same is 
true for all creation. If Fie were to neglect us for even a moment 
we would be destroyed. At every moment we need Him to 
provide for us that sustenance which He decreed for us. 
Because of this we are askers, always in a state of asking. It is 
He Alone then Who completes us, Who makes us whole. 
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11. Then He turned (His attention) towards the sky, and it 
was smoke, and then He said to it and to the earth “Come 
willingly or unwillingly”. They said “We come willingly”. 

Many people in the past were confused by this verse. 
They had doubts about it. But there was absolutely no reason 
for them to. For it is among the most beautiful of verses, it is a 
treasure, a gem. It shows us the Beauty and the Majesty of our 
Lord. It shows us why He is deserving of our worship, why He 
is deserving of our utter slavehood and submission. In order to 
see this we only need to understand it in the right way, in the 
way that the Companions did. 

The reason why some people were confused when they 
looked at this verse is because they did not study other verses 
before coming to it. Meaning they focused only on this ayah, 
they did not try and understand it in relation to the rest of the 
Quran. This was a grave mistake. Because there are some 
ayahs of the Quran which can only be understood correctly 
when other ayahs are studied. If you look only at a single verse 
without understanding its context, without understanding it in 
light of what our Master has said in the rest of His Book, then 
there will be confusion. For example there is even an ayah 
where those who pray are cursed. Remember that this is the 
Book of the Divine, its verses are heavy as He Himself has 
attested to. Even though they have been made clear they still 
demand a lot from us. They demand that we take the time to 
study them and reflect on them carefully, and also that we look 
at all of them without focusing on a single one. If we do this, if 
we study this Book comprehensively, then by His Grace we will 
get the guidance from it. There will not be any such confusion. 
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The ayah begins “Then He turned (His attention) 
towards the sky”. The literal reading of this is “Then He turned 
towards the sky” or even “Then He leveled towards the sky”. 
But if we look at this in relation to other ayahs of the Quran 
then we see that this literal understanding cannot be taken. 
Because in other ayahs Allah (swt) has clearly told us there is 
nothing whatsoever like Him. There is nothing whatsoever that 
is similar to Him, comparable to Him. Nothing at all. And how 
can there be? When He is the Creator and everything else is 
the creation. When He is the Sustainer and everything else is 
the sustained. When He is the Master and everything else are 
the slaves. When He is the Perfect, the Pure and everything 
else is in some way limited, weak and dependent. We know 
Him by His Perfection, by His Unity, by there not be anything at 
all like Him. This is what makes Him the Divine, this principle of 
His utter dissimilarity to anything in the creation can never be 
compromised. This is why we cannot adopt the literal meaning 
of this ayah. We cannot say that He turned to the sky or that 
He leveled Himself with the sky. Because that would imply that 
He is a body capable of motion. A body that is limited by space 
and time. Of course He (swt) is exalted above any such limits. 
This is why we cannot take the literal meaning of this ayah. It 
contradicts with other ayahs and it compromises His Perfection 
Now some people have claimed that we can take the 
literal meaning without thinking about that meaning, without 
understanding that meaning, without knowing how He (swt) 
turned or leveled Himself. But if we do this then what meaning 
does the ayah give, what benefit does it serve, how does it in 
anyway bring us nearer to Him? Remember that the purpose of 
the Quran is to bring us nearer to Allah (swt). Each ayah must 
serve this purpose. Such was how the Companions learned it. 
Recall how even from the huruf ul muqatatwe found benefit. 
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The understanding then that we take from this ayah is 
not that Allah (swt) literally turned towards the heavens but that 
He (swt) turned His attention towards the heavens. After He 
created the earth and decreed the rizq for all its inhabitants He 
then turned His attention to what was above. He focused on 
what was above. His actions upon the earth were complete 
and so He turned to the sky. He has created and perfected one 
realm and now He has moved on to the next. Now this also is 
not in any way a sign of weakness for Him. If He (swt) wanted 
to, He could have done all these three tasks at once. And that 
would have been easy for Him. But He chose to take His time, 
He chose to do it all step by step. The reason for this was the 
same as with His not creating all instantaneously, it is to teach 
us we too need to take our time in all we do. We need to go 
through life step by step. We cannot rush, we cannot think that 
everything we want will happen right away. We need to learn 
patience and determination, steadfastness and endurance. 
These are the qualities which will carry us through this world. 
Even the Divine chose to act by them when He created it. 

See then how this understanding gives us benefit, it gives 
us guidance. It shows us what we can do to please Him, to 
draw nearer to Him. And is this not the purpose of life, is this 
not what we should be seeking? If we take the literal meaning 
then we do get this benefit. At best we get no benefit at all for 
they tell us that we cannot think about He (swt) turned, or at 
worst we are confused and lead to doubt because thoughts 
that liken Him to the creation appear in our hearts. Is this the 
purpose of the Quran? No it is the very antithesis of its purpose 

This same group which calls for an anthropomorphic 
understanding of these verses also has a weak connection 
with the Quran. They are known to promote the hadith more 
than the Quran. How can you put anything above His Book? 
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Then Allah (swt) says “and it was smoke”. This is 
referring to the heavens. There are two meanings we can take 
from here. One is a literal and the other is an understood. As 
for the former we can understand that the heavens were once 
literally smoke. Meaning that before there were the stars and 
the planets and the sun and the moon, there was smoke. If you 
were to look above, you would only have seen smoke. This 
meaning has even been confirmed by modern science. Most 
cosmologists say that in the beginning the universe was only 
gases. The celestial bodies, the actual matter of the planets 
and the starts, formed only after this. The Arabic word dukhan 
does not only mean smoke which comes from fire. Rather it 
could mean any substance that is neither solid nor liquid, like 
air, mist, smoke or gas. See then how the Quran describes 
perfectly what we the human race only today have discovered. 
Once again we have to ask how could this be. How could the 
Prophet (saw) or anyone at his time have known how the 
universe began? They did not have telescopes of any kind, 
they could not see into the heavens beyond what was revealed 
to their naked eyes. And moreover cosmology and astronomy 
as disciplines were not present at that time and place, the 
Arabs at that time were a very primitive people. How then 
could this fact be in the Quran, is not something to ponder on, 
is this not a clear Sign? That this Book truly is Divine in origin. 

The other meaning we can take from this part of the ayah 
is that the heavens were a vacuum. For this word dukhan can 
also means a lack of matter, a lack of substance, a lack of form 
and clarity. Just like we use the word “nebulous” to describe 
something that is unclear they would use the word dukhan. 

And what is beautiful is that this meaning does not contradict 
the literal. Because the universe was first a vacuum, and then 
it was gases and then from this came the planets and stars. 
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The next part of the blessed ayah reads “then He 
said to it and to the earth “Come willingly or unwillingly””. 

There is a part of this verse that is missing, that has been left 
out. Recall the previous part told us how Allah (swt) turned His 
attention to the sky when it was smoke. But it did not tell us 
what He (swt) specifically did when He turned His focus to it. 
From this we can infer that He did indeed do something to the 
heavens, from that smoke, from those gases, He created the 
sky that we know. The planets and the stars we see. 

Then when He had completed that creation, when He had 
made matter from the gases, then He (swt) spoke these words 
to both the heavens and the earth. He told them both to come 
to Him, either willingly or unwillingly. Meaning that they had to 
come to Him, if they chose not to then they would be forced to. 

Now what exactly is meant here by “coming”. Does it 
mean that Allah (swt) is in a certain place and He wants the 
earth and the heavens to come to that place? Of course not. 
We already established He (swt) is not in any way restricted by 
time or space. So such a simplistic and irrational meaning for 
this ayah cannot be taken. Rather the meaning for “coming” 
here is coming under His Authority. Submitting to His Rule. 
Acknowledging Him as complete Lord and Master. 

This is what Allah (swt) wanted both the heavens and the 
earth to do. He wanted them under His Dominion. See then 
how He (swt) did not just create this universe and leave it be. 
Rather He created this universe in order that He can rule it. In 
order that He can be involved in every aspect for it. Never for a 
moment is He ever absent from it. Rather all that happens in it 
only happens by His Power. There is not a leaf that falls except 
that He is the One Who makes it to fall. How then can we live 
heedless of Him, how can the society in which we live? You 
know that He deserves our submission, He expects it. 
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Look at the power of this command. Look at the strength 
and the emphasis with which it is made. Allah (swt) does not 
just tell the heavens and the earth to come under His Authority 
rather He forces them to come. He tells them that if they do not 
come out of their own choice, then they will be made to come. 
He will force them to be under His Dominion. Not because He 
is a cruel god or an unjust god, rather because such is what He 
deserves. And He (swt) Knows this best of all. He Knows that 
He is the Creator, and the Sustainer and Maintainer of all. And 
so He Knows that we cannot even be were it not for Him. He 
Knows that we owe to Him everything. Every moment of our 
existence and this is why He demands everything from us. A 
life of utter and complete submission. Such is what He 
demands from all His creation, such is what He deserves. This 
is what is just and so this is what must be. And so this is why 
even the Most Merciful and the Most Loving and the Most 
Clement decreed such a powerful command. 

Another benefit we can take from this part of the ayah is 
to see how both the earth and the heavens are sentient. They 
both do have some form of a conscience, as is indicated by 
this command that is given to them. For He can only command 
a thing which has the ability to hear His command and to 
respond. How wondrous is this, how amazing is it? Not only 
are the heavens and the earth such tremendous creations but 
the fact that they are sentient makes them all the more great a 
creation. They think, they feel, they know. Just like we do. Of 
course they do not have a brain like we have, rather they 
achieve consciousness through a different way. A way that He 
only knows. He made them this way so that they can not only 
be a container for the rest of His creation but also so they can 
glorify Him and be His slaves as well. He gave all that He 
created this sentience so that they can all worship Him. 
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In the final part of this blessed verse Allah (swt) tells 
us how “They said “We come willingly” This was the 
response that both the heavens and the earth gave to His 
command. They both said that they would come willingly. 

They both would obey His command. They both would do what 
He asks of them. See then their humility before Him, see then 
how much they had submitted to Him. See then how they had 
drowned themselves in His Majesty and Light. And how much 
greater are these creations than us? How much more powerful 
and tremendous are they when compared to us. Just think the 
heavens are billion times larger and mightier than you, and still 
they submitted. They humbled themselves before Him. They 
acknowledged that He was their Master, that the only purpose 
for their existence should be pleasing Him. How then can you 
be arrogant and insolent before Him? 

Once again the Arabic in this part of the ayah is far more 
beautiful and powerful than our translation can ever capture. 
The sky and the earth do not simply tell Allah (swt) that they 
come willingly, rather they say that they come as submitters. 
Once again the verbal noun is used, this shows that they are 
not only in submission and obedience at that moment when the 
command was given but rather that they are always in such a 
state. In other words they both promise to Allah (swt) that not 
only would they obey His command at that moment, but rather 
from that moment on till eternity they would live in obedience to 
Him. And how beautiful is this, because this is exactly what He 
called them to. As we said He did not simply call them to come 
to Him rather He called them to come under His Authority. The 
lesson we can take from this is to remind ourselves that He is 
calling us as well. But have given Him such a response. Have 
we resolved that from this moment we are going to live in utter 
obedience to His Law? If you have not, then do so now. 


113 



Now we can also note from this ayah that it does not give 
the meaning that the earth was created before the heavens. 
Even though Allah (swt) told us about His creating the earth in 
the previous ayah, in this ayah He does not tell us that He 
created the sky. Rather He said that He turned His attention 
towards it and when He did it was as smoke. So there was 
something there when the earth was created, there was the 
smoke, the gases. And if you think about it, this does make 
sense. For the earth could not have been created in a vacuum. 
There had to be something there to contain it. 

See then how the ayahs of Quran always make perfect 
sense. See how there are no ayahs which contradict the mind 
or even what science has proven. What reason then can we 
have to doubt this Book, what reason even for not taking it at 
an intellectual level? We do not need to come to this Book 
blindly, turning off our minds, like others have done with their 
books. Rather we must reflect and ponder over it. So that by 
His Grace we can achieve certainty in it. Iman is a jewel that 
must be sought after, it does not come cheap. So we need to 
go through this process of reflection and contemplation. We 
need to convince ourselves that this Book is indeed from Him. 
And when we see how this Book matches the reality. When we 
see how there are no contradictions in it, either with itself or 
with the world around us, that is when by His Grace our Iman 
will be strong. We especially in our day need to make this effort 
to study closely both the Quran and this universe around us. 
Because there are demons out there today trying to misguide 
the people. Trying to fool the people into believing the Quran is 
like the Bible in the latter’s contradictions with reality. Only with 
knowledge, only with proofs, can we expose their falsehoods. 
May Allah (swt) grant us His enabling grace! 
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12. Then in two periods He decreed that they by seven 
heavens, and He inspired into each heaven its affair, 
and He beautified the lowest heaven with sparkling 
lights and made it as a protection, that is the Decree 
of the Mighty and the Knowing. 

This is an extremely powerful verse. It truly shows us the 
absolute Power and the sheer Knowledge of our Master. It truly 
shows us His Majesty and His Greatness. And thus it shows us 
how much we need to praise and glorify Him. So tremendous 
is this verse actually that even if we look at it deeply we will 
only get a small taste of what it is actually saying. For it speaks 
of realties and events that our limited minds can barely even 
imagine let along truly comprehend. The point then once again 
is not to understand everything that the ayah is telling us but to 
see how it can bring us nearer to Him. How it can help us to 
better know Him. For in the end is that not the purpose of this 
Book, is that not the purpose of our very existence? 

The ayah begins by telling us how “Then in two 

periods He decreed that they be seven heavens”. 
Recall in the previous ayah where Allah (swt) told us how He 
turned towards the sky and He made out of its smoke matter 
and the form, and then He commanded it to come under His 
Authority. After He had done all that He did not leave the sky 
be, no rather He did more to it and this is what He tells us here. 
He decreed that it be seven skies, seven heavens. In other 
words He divided it into seven realms. This He did in only two 
periods. In only two short periods He (swt) took the massive 
sky and He made out of it seven different skies. 
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Note also the beauty in the language here. He does not 
so say that He decreed it as seven skies even though the sky 
at the time He made His Decree was only one. Rather He says 
He decreed them as seven. This is to show how instantaneous 
His decree is. When He decrees a thing to be something then 
right way it is that thing. His Decree is followed by the reality. 
He does not need to wait, He does not need to be patient. 

Such is His Power, such is His absolute Authority and Control 
over all that is. So in the case here with the sky, even before 
His decree could complete, even before His order was finalized 
the sky turned from one to seven. 

Now what exactly is the reality of the seven heavens? 
Why is it that we have not been able to see them despite how 
powerful telescopes we have today? Can we in any way doubt 
their existence because modern science has not discovered 
them? Of course not. The only reason why our telescopes 
have not seen them is because how weak they are. We may 
think they are strong but when compared to the sheer extent of 
Allah (swt)’s universe they are still weak. Even though the 
hubble telescope has been able to see 15 billion lights years 
from the earth, we should realize that this is only the tiniest 
fraction of the extent of the lowest heaven. Just think, can an 
ant see a plane in the sky, it can barely see to the top of a tree. 
Such is how weak we are, such is how insignificant we are 
when compared to the vastness of His creation. This lowest 
heaven which we have seen only the tiniest fraction of is the 
smallest of all the heavens. The Prophet (saw) told us each 
heaven when compared to the one above it was like a ring in 
the desert. Meaning the higher heavens are much, much larger 
than the lower ones. Think then about the Power of the Being 
Who created all of them, who divided them into seven in only 
two periods. How can you not glorify Him with all your heart? 
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Then Allah (swt) tells us how “He inspired into each 
heaven its affair”. Why did He divide the sky into seven 
realms? Why did He make this decree? Because He had a 
purpose, a reason for each heaven. This is what He shows us 
here. After He divided it into seven, He inspired into each of 
these its purpose. Its affair. He told each what was expected of 
it. See once again how even the non living things are sentient, 
not only sentient but they are His utter slaves. He commands 
them as He pleases, He rules them as He pleases. 

Now what exactly is the nature of this inspiration that He 
gave to the heavens, what is their affair? This is a knowledge 
that we do not have, because He has not told us. Recall from 
Surah Baqarah the prayer of the angels, our Rabb we do not 
know anything except what you have taught us. This prayer 
should be a guiding principle for us in our study of the Quran. 
We do not have any knowledge except what He has given us, 
either through the senses He gave us or through the books He 
sent down to us. These are the only sources of our knowledge 
and they are also the extent of it. Anything beyond these from 
our part is only speculation, only conjecture. It might be true or 
it might not. We do not know. If you read the tafsir books you 
will find that some people have done just this, they have made 
some guess about the meanings of these ayahs. This is not 
right in my opinion. If there is no authentic hadith from the 
Prophet (saw) then it is not for us to speak about the unseen 
realm without knowledge. We were not there when Allah (swt) 
inspired these affairs into each of the heavens, even now we 
cannot reach these heavens to see for ourselves what is going 
on there. So already one benefit we can gain from this verse is 
to gain some intellectual humility. We have to realize how little 
is it that we know. All that we know is that each heaven has 
some purpose. And He is the One Who defined this. 
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We should see that there is so much more to existence 
than we can ever comprehend, than we can ever realize. At 
this moment there are these massive, enormous realms above 
us. There are seven of them, and what goes on there we do 
not know. We know that they each have a specific purpose, a 
reason for being. They are not just gases and rocks as most 
people today believe. Today people look up at the sky and they 
do not think there is much out there. They think it is emptiness, 
nothingness. But we know from the Quran that there is indeed 
much more. There is something far greater than even anything 
a science fiction writer could ever have imagined. It is truly 
something great, what exactly it is we do not know. And our not 
knowing should tell us who we really are. 

In addition to realizing the limitedness of our knowledge, 
another benefit we can take from this part of the ayah is to see 
once again the complete Mastership of our Rabb over all that 
exists. To realize once again that He is not just the Creator, not 
just the Sustainer and Maintainer, but also the Sovereign, the 
Lord, the Lawmaker, for this entire universe. For we see here 
that He did not just create the heavens and leave them be, but 
rather He revealed onto each of heaven specific commands, 
specific instructions. Telling them what was expected of them, 
showing them how they could fulfill their slavehood of Him. 

This is the kind of Being that He is, this is what He deserves. 
Complete and utter dedication. Do you think then that He is 
pleased with our realm the way it is today, a place of utter sin 
and heedlessness. Can we feel safe from Him if we continue 
along this path? Utbah bin Rabia realized this when these 
ayahs were recited onto him. T is why he was just overcome 
with fear. How sad is it we as Muslims hear this same ayah 
and we are not moved to the same fear? We still think that we 
are safe living in secular lands, we still think it pleases Him. 
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The next part of the blessed verse reads “He 
beautified the lowest heaven with sparkling lights 
and made it as a protection”. This part of the ayah has 
two meanings. Because the words “lowest heaven” or in 
Arabic As-Samma Ad-Dunya can be understood in two ways. 
The first is to mean the sky that we see when we look above. 
If we take this meaning then the ayah is telling us that the 
heaven nearest to the earth has been adorned with sparkling 
lights. Of course this is speaking about how Allah (swt) has 
beautified our sky with the stars. What is more breathtaking 
than a night sky filled with stars, each of them sparkling in so 
many different ways, lighting up our hearts .... 



Allah (swt) has also made the lowest heaven as a 


protection. Meaning that it guards the realms above it. As 
much as we try we can never reach the higher heavens. Even 
if we have starships capable of light speed and they travelled 
for centuries, they would still remain in the lowest heaven. For 
this heaven is also a barrier. A protection for what is above it. 

119 



As we said there is another understanding for this part of 
the verse. It is not only speaking about how Allah (swt) made 
beautiful and made as a barrier the lowest sky. It is also telling 
us about our life in this world. About the test that this existence 
is. Because as we mentioned the word samma here does not 
only mean sky or heaven. It also means that which is above. 
Anything that you look up to. So we can also understand this 
part of the verse to mean that the samma of this worldly life 
has been adorned with sparkling lights. The high places of this 
worldly life have been adorned, made beautiful and appealing. 

This meaning differs from the previous in that it is not 
literally speaking about the sky that we see when we look up. 
Rather it is speaking about the things of this world that are high 
or the things of this world that people look up to. So the 
question to ask is what exactly are the “high things” of this 
world, what do people look up to in this world? The answer is 
everything other than He, everything the people look up or 
desire other than He. These have been beautified, these have 
been made appealing. In order that we are tested by them. As 
He showed us earlier, our hearts were created only for Him. 
Recall from ayah 6, what was the message revealed to the 
Prophet (saw). The Message revealed to every prophet. The 
Kalimah. There is no illah except Allah (swt). There is no being 
worthy of our dedication except He (swt). This is what we were 
created for, this is what we promised Him we would do. But we 
also accepted the test. We accepted to be sent to the earth 
and be given the test of free will. Even though we know that He 
is the only One deserving of our hearts, do we still choose Him 
or do we choose other than Him? The high things of this world 
have been decorated with sparkling adornments. So that we 
desire them. Wealth. Children. Power. Fame and prestige. The 
material things. Will you choose them over Him? 
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Now how exactly are the high things of this world a 
protection you might ask. The answer to this question can be 
known by realizing that the high things of this world are not 
only what we have mentioned above. They are not only those 
things which distract us away from Him. Rather the high things 
of this world are also the good things of this world. Because 
there are two kinds of highness. The true highness and the 
illusionary highness. Those things of this world that have been 
adorned and beautified, those things that distract us away from 
Him are of the former, and those things that are a protection 
are of the latter. Examples of these are the masajid, and the 
circles of knowledge, and the books upon which knowledge of 
the Din is printed, and the righteous souls who carry this to 
mankind. These are the protection for Allah (swt)'s Din. For 
what is most precious in this world, what is it that needs to be 
preserved more than anything else, is it not the Din? Is it not 
our relationship with our Creator? 

This then is what He has done for us, just as He made 
this world a temptation He has also made it a preservation. 

Just as there are things in this world which will lead us away 
from Him, there are also things which will guide us to Him. The 
onus is upon us to find the latter and to leave the former. We 
have to choose those things that are truly high and leave those 
that are a falsehood. We have to realize the true nature of this 
world, we have to remember our purpose here. We were not 
placed here to chase after the sparkling adornments. Rather 
we were placed here to preserve our Iman, to maintain our 
connection, our relationship with Him. This is the only purpose 
for our lives. Now that you have been blessed with knowledge 
what then are you going to seek from this world? Are you going 
to fall for the temptations, are you going to go after the pretty 
lights, or are you going to realize the higher purpose. 
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The blessed verse ends by declaring “that is the 
Decree of the Mighty and the Knowing”. What can we 
say about His creating of the earth, what can we say about His 
placing mountains to stabilize the earth, what can we say of 
His ordaining the diverse sustenance for all the creatures of 
the earth, what can we say about His dividing of the sky into 
seven heavens, what can we say about His assigning each of 
these realms a specific purpose, what can we say about His 
beautifying the lowest heaven with adornments and His making 
it a protection. About all of this we can say that it is the 
“Decree of the Mighty and the Knowing” 

We spoke earlier about the word qadar. We said that it 
means to decree and to ordain, and we said it also means to 
measure. This then is what all of this is, it is the decreeing and 
the measuring of the All Mighty and the All Knowing. He (swt) 
measured it all out, He planned it, He proportioned it, and then 
He decreed it to be so according to this reckoning. 

See how our universe has been created with purpose, 
with order and wisdom, with laws and measure. This existence 
was not the result of some random explosion. It did not come 
from chaos and chance. Rather every aspect of it was planned 
and measured, down to the most microscopic of levels. 
Quantities that we cannot even fathom. Only now are we 
beginning to realize just how much order there is. Take for 
example the distance of the earth to the sun. If we were just a 
little closer we would all be incinerated and if we were a little 
further our home would be frozen wasteland. Look also at our 
bodies, how many complex processes need to happen both 
simultaneously and continuously just for us to live. Even at the 
cellular level, even at the atomic level there is such perfection. 
Were it not for His planning then none of this could ever be. 
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So once again we have to ask ourselves how can we 
ever live heedless of Him, how can we forget Him, how can we 
claim to be lords instead of Him? When we see how Majestic 
and Awesome a Being He is. The entire universe, everything 
that we see around us, is a testament to His Greatness. Look 
here in the verse to how He describes Himself. He tells us how 
He is the Mighty and the Knowing. His creating this universe 
and His measuring it to such absolute detail and perfection is a 
manifestation of these two Names of His. How then can we 
forget Him, how then can we not glorify Him with all our hearts 

He is not a passive god nor a distant god. He is not a god 
who created everything and left it be. No, rather everything 
here is from His Plan. He is involved, He is present in all that 
happens in this universe. He Knows all that there is to know, 
and He has the Power and the Authority to do whatever He 
pleases to. This is Allah (swt). Your Rabb. Ask yourself once 
again then how can you be content in a world that has no place 
for Him. Mankind today has chosen to deny Him, though as we 
see from here we have absolutely no right to. 

For on account of both these Names, He also deserves to 
be the Ruler, the Sovereign. If we truly believe in Him as such, 
if then how can we accept secularism as a way of life? How 
can we accept the law of man, the rule of man, how do we in 
any way compare to Him? Who is more deserving of ruling the 
earth? Open your eyes and open your heart. Realize that there 
is indeed this Tremendous Being. And realize that nothing 
matters except worshipping Him, glorifying Him, serving Him, 
pleasing Him, being near to Him. We are nothing when 
compared to Him. What He has given us in these ayahs is only 
a small taste of what He has done. The sheer extent of His 
creation, of the systems which run in it, and consequently of 
His Power and Knowledge, we can never fathom. 
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13. Then if they turn away, then say “I warn you all of 
a s’aiqah similar to the s’aiqah of ‘Ad and Thamud”. 

This is truly a terrifying verse. This was the verse that 
made Utbah ibn Rabiah to shake with fear. As we know he was 
one of the chieftains of Quraysh. One day he came to the 
Prophet (saw) in order to bargain with him (saw), in the hope of 
trying to make a deal with him (saw), in the hope of trying to 
compromise with him. First he reminded the Prophet (saw) of 
the noble position that he (saw) had among the Quraysh. Then 
he told the Prophet (saw) of the trouble that he caused for the 
Quraysh, his family, his tribe. By dividing them and by insulting 
their forefathers and their idols. Then after this he offers the 
Prophet (saw) whatever he may have desired, be it wealth, 
power or women. If only he (saw) would stop his mission. 

Then Utbah asked the Prophet (saw) what his response 
was. The Prophet (saw) did not say anything, rather he (saw) 
recited to Utbah this Surah. This Surah was the response of 
the Prophet (saw) to all the accusations and the allegations, to 
all the compromises and the temptations. This wonderful Surah 
summarized the entirety of his (saw)’s mission. Through this 
Surah the Prophet (saw) showed Utbah that it was not about 
him. He was not doing all that he was doing for any kind of 
personal gain. If it were then perhaps he could consider the 
offer Utbah was making. But he (saw) was doing it all for his 
Lord Allah (swt). All the ayahs that we have looked at so far, 
has it not been a returning of the hearts to the Divine? Have 
they not reminded us that there should be no other purpose to 
life other than He? This was the state that the Prophet (saw) 
was at, this was the state that he called to Utbah to, that he 
called the Quraysh to, that he (saw) called all mankind to. 
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I am mentioning this incident here because when the 
Prophet (saw) recited this particular ayah to Utbah, those who 
witnessed this conversation tell us how fear could be seen on 
Utbah's face. Here was a man who was a great chieftain of his 
people, admired and respected and feared by his people. He 
was also quiet senior, he had seen and experienced much. He 
had been around the world. He was not only easily phased by 
anything. But just this one ayah made his face to be flushed 
with fear. Made him to quiver and tremble. He even said to the 
Prophet (saw) “Please have mercy on your people”. Such was 
the extent to which he was shaken only by these few words. 

This ayah is the response that the Prophet (saw) should 
give to the people if they turn away from his call. Allah (swt) 
had sent him (saw) on a mission. To invite all mankind to come 
back to the purpose for which they were created. Slavehood 
and dedication to Him (swt). If they turn away from this call, if 
they chose not to respond, if they prefer themselves over Him, 
then this is the response they should be given. It is a warning, 
a threat. It is the consequence of rebellion and insolence. 

The blessed verse begins “Then if they turn away”. 
The word “then” here is very important. It means if they turn 
away after all the proofs and exhortations that have been given 
in the previous verses. The Surah so far has already told us a 
lot. It has shown us who our Master is and why He (swt) is 
deserving of being our Master. It has also shown us the weight 
of His Book and why it deserves to be followed. If after all this 
the people were to still turn away. If after all this they were to 
choose not to enslave themselves to Him. Only then is the 
threat given. So see how despite this being an ayah of fear, an 
ayah of warning, it still shows us the tremendous Mercy of our 
Rabb. He does not want to punish us. But at the same time He 
wants us to give Him His rights. In order that we find peace. 
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If the people were to turn away then our message to 
them should be “I warn you all of a s’aiqah similar to 
the s’aiqah of ‘Ad and Thamud”. There really is no 
proper English translation for the word s’aiqah. The closest we 
can say is a deafening bolt of thunder. A rumble of thunder that 
is so loud it will shake the earth and it will take away your 
hearing. Can you imagine this? We have all heard thunder 
before, but thankfully nowhere near this loud. Only today are 
we learning about the destructive power of sound, how it can 
be used as a weapon, how it even has the power to kill. Now 
imagine a sonic wave this powerful coming down from the sky 
as a powerful bolt of thunder. 

Such was the s’a/'gahthat destroyed the nations of ‘Ad 
and Thamud. These were two powerful tribes who had lived 
centuries before the Prophet (saw) was sent. They each had 
their own messenger, whom Allah (swt) sent to remind them to 
return to Him. But they both turned away from their messenger. 
They both chose to live under a secular law instead of His Law. 
They both chose to serve their desires instead of serving Him. 
So He destroyed them completely with the s’aiqah. They were 
the most powerful nations of their time, the superpowers of 
their age. But still they were no match for Him. The thunderbolt 
sounded so loud that it shattered their homes and burst their 
veins. Nothing whatsoever remained of their civilization. 

Now Allah (swt) threatened the Quraysh with this same 
s’aiqah. This is why Utbah was overcome with fear. But we too 
need to be afraid, why were each of these nations threatened 
with the s’aiqah ? Because they turned away from slavehood to 
the Divine, because they chose other than Him. So look now to 
how you are living your life, look now to how you are spending 
your moments, if it is for other than Him then realize how afraid 
you have to be. And let this fear motivate you to change. 
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So the torment is a consequence of turning away. This is 
what we need to realize. If we ever turn away from Him, if we 
ever choose other than Him, then the torment may befall us as 
well. It may not be the exact same s’aiqah which befell Ad and 
Thamud, but it will be similar. It will be painful, it will shake us 
to our very core. He is capable of this, do not put it past Him. 
Just as He is the Merciful and the Forgiving, He is also the 
Severe in Punishment. So we must live between hope and fear 
we must live striving to journey to Him. The True Reality. 

And we must also strive to take this Message to mankind. 
Because in the end this ayah, just like countless other ayahs, 
is a command to do dawah. Our Rabb is telling us here that if 
the people turn away then warn them of the s’aiqah. If they turn 
away then warn them of torment from Him. They need to see 
the place that He must have in their lives, they need to see that 
there is nothing more important than He. Only when they do 
will they be safe from the torment, only when they do will they 
find true peace, contentment and fulfillment. This is the calling 
of the messengers, and there is no nobler profession than this. 

Yet another benefit we can take from this verse is to see 
how even in this world our Rabb may take us to task. He does 
not need to wait until the Hereafter, until after our deaths. No, 
rather these two nations rejected their messengers and even in 
this world they paid the price for it. So do not ever think that 
you have a long life ahead of you. Do not think that you can 
party tonight and pay for it tomorrow. Do not think that you can 
escape the reckoning for even a moment longer. For He is the 
Swift in Reckoning. He does not like when His right are being 
violated, He does not like when the people are heedless of Him 
He will call us to account, sooner than we think. This is why we 
must try our best to always be in a state pleasing to Him. So 
that by His Grace we can be safe from Him. 
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14. When there came to them the messenger from in 
front of them and from behind them, “Do not be a 
slave (to anyone or anything) except Allah”. They 


said “If our Master wanted He would have surely sent 
down angels, so we are with all that you have been 
sent with disbelievers”. 

In this blessed ayah our Master shows us our nature as 
human beings. He shows us just how obstinate we can be in 
rejecting His Message, in turning away from Him. In denying 
our utter slavehood to Him. He showed us so far in the Surah 
why He is indeed deserving of being our Master, why we do 
have to dedicate our lives to Him, and He even showed us the 
consequences we would have to suffer if we turned away from 
this purpose. The purpose for which He created us. And yet 
despite all this, despite how much warning and exhortation and 
reminder is given, most of us still turn away. Such is our utter 
weakness, a weakness that is inherent within us. How much 
then do we need to strive, in order to break these shackles? 
This endeavor on our part is indeed the journey to Him. 

Another benefit we can take from this verse is to see the 
importance of dawah. Because its context, its narrative is the 
interaction between the messengers and the people to whom 
they were sent. Today most of us have all but forgotten about 
this obligation. We say that we are Muslims but our Islam is 
only a few empty rituals. We have not dedicated our life to this 
mission, we do not make the effort. Rather the love for this 
world has consumed our hearts. This world is what we are 
always thinking of, it is what we have dedicated our hearts and 
our lives to. It has become our illah. Such was not the way of 
the Prophet (saw) or his Companions. 
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Allah (swt) begins by saying “When there came to 
them the messengers from in front of them and from 
behind them”. Given the context of this verse it would seem 
that this is speaking about the messengers sent to the nations 
of 'Ad and Thamud, but in reality there is no need to restrict 
this ayah only to those nations. Rather it can be taken in the 
most general understanding to mean all the nations to whom 
messengers were sent. So really He is telling us about every 
people, every group, even every person to whom His apostles 
were sent. And the messengers whom He speaks of here does 
not even need to be the prophets who received revelation 
directly. Rather it applies to the companions of the prophets 
and their followers. Those who carry on their mission of inviting 
to the Divine. He tells us here what was the response of many 
a nation when such messengers came to them. 

See from here also how there are two camps, two groups 
the messengers and those whom they were sent to. This is 
how Allah (swt) looks at the world, this is how He (swt) divides 
mankind. Those who serve His Cause, who dedicate their lives 
to Him, and those who do not. Recall how we began our tafsir 
of this ayah by saying that a tremendous effort was required to 
bring the reality of Iman into our lives, to struggle against our 
base nature of being so complacent and apathetic when it 
comes to serving our Master. Now we need to realize that the 
reality of this effort is dawah. We have to struggle to learn His 
Din and then we have to struggle to invite the people to Him 
with this knowledge. We should yearn for all hearts to submit to 
Him, just like ours have. We should also yearn for the earth 
and the systems by which we live to also be pleasing to Him. 
And we need to work for this. This was the path of all the 
messengers. The path of those beloved to Him. 
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Notice also here how Allah (swt) says that the 
messengers came to the people from in front of them and from 
behind them. There are several ways to understand this. One 
is that the messengers were always coming to the people. 

They did not just come once, rather they came and they came 
again and they came yet again. Whenever the people turned 
them down, whenever the people did not listen to their call, 
they did not give up. Rather they kept on coming. So when 
Allah (swt) says “from behind them”, He (swt) means in the 
past and when He says “from in front of them” He means 

the present. They had come before and they came again. 

This shows us the enthusiasm the messengers had in 
their dawah. This shows how eager they were in inviting their 
people to the Truth. To the Divine. They were intoxicated in 
their love for Him. They loved Him, far more than the world. So 
much so that it was not enough for them only to worship Him 
themselves. No, rather they desired, they yearned for all of 
mankind to worship and glorify Him. They desired for the whole 
earth to submit to Him. And they strived to their utmost to see 
this desire fulfilled. They did not care for how hard it was, they 
did not mind the pain they felt, they were not bothered by the 
mockery and the humiliation, they were not phased by the 
pressures and the temptations. All of these for them were but 
illusions of this world, all of these were transitory and fleeting. It 
had all been drowned out, the True Reality dawned on them. 
They had tasted of His Essence and they knew then that there 
was nothing else like Him. This was what gave them the sheer 
determination and strength to be so steadfast in their dawah. It 
was only their Iman in Him, an Iman so strong that they could 
almost feel His Presence. Do we today have such a belief, are 
today at their level? Is it not because we have not chosen their 
path? Is it not because we are not truly following this Book? 
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Another way in which we can understand Allah (swt) 
telling us how the messengers came to the people from behind 
them and front of them is to see how they varied in their dawah 
meaning they did not call the people in only one way. Rather 
they called them in many different ways. If one approach did 
not work then they tried another. Remember that at the end of 
the day, your goal is to bring that person close to Allah (swt). 
You want them to remember Him more, praise and glorify Him 
more, serve and worship Him more. For such a goal your effort 
must be a constant one. You cannot just remind them once 
and then be done with it. You cannot just mention Him only in 
passing and then hope they will be guided. No, rather you have 
to keep on reminding them and you have to remind them in so 
many ways. Because not everyone will respond to the same 
method of calling, different people are guided in different ways. 
Different people find Him in different ways. For example some 
people like to place their trust in Him and rely on Him, they like 
knowing that He is there for them to look after them. They call 
out to Him in their dua and they like knowing that He is there to 
answer their prayer, to satisfy their need, to remove their pain. 
Other people like to contemplate and ponder on His Signs. Yet 
others like having a sense of purpose for their existence. And 
yet others want to thank Him for all bounties, they feel the need 
to show their gratitude. These are just a few of the many ways 
through which the people can be reminded of Him, through 
which the people can be guided to Him. Depending on the 
individual we are carrying dawah to, we have to try each of 
these ways. We have to come at them from behind them and 
from in front of them. We have to try every method possible to 
convince them to return to Him. And even the means in which 
we do dawah can be varied. We can speak to them directly or 
invite them to a class or give them a book or record a video. 
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What was the Message of the messengers? The next 
part of the verse tells us “Do not be a slave (to anyone or 

anything) except Allah”. Notice the beauty of the verse, it 
does not explicitly tell us that the messengers said this, rather 
it just declares it. Almost as if it was not part of the speech of 
the messengers, but we know that it was. Because of the 
context, because of what precedes it and what follows it. What 
then are the benefits of Allah (swt) not explicitly telling us that 
the messengers said this? One is to show how immediate this 
speech was from them. As if they spoke these words as soon 
as they came. They did not waste any time in conveying to the 
people their message, they did not beat around the bush, they 
did not speak in riddles or metaphors. Rather they were direct 
and to the point, they told the people exactly what they wanted 
to say. They came head on with their message. And they did 
not waste any time in this. They told the people exactly what 
was expected of them. Dedicate your life to the Divine. Live in 
slavehood to Him. Do not concern yourself with anything else 
at every single moment except pleasing Him. This was their 
message, this was what they told the people from the very 
beginning. Are we so forward today in our dawah? 

Another benefit from His not specifically telling us that 
they spoke these words is to see how this was not just a 
message that they spoke, rather it was a message that they 
lived. They did not just tell the people to be enslaved to the 
Divine, rather they showed them. Through their own lives. And 
is this not obvious? Just the fact that they chose to be His 
Messengers shows how they had dedicated their lives to His 
Cause. To Him. They did not desire anything else from this life 
except Him. They did not care for wealth, prestige, or power. 
They realized these for the illusions they were. Their lives were 
only for Him. So much so that even the people could see it. 
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This then is what we need to do as well. This is the 
life that Allah (swt) expects from us as well. As we know from 
other ayahs this is the Straight Path. The Path that leads to 
Him. It is the slavehood to Him. To Him and Him Alone. Now 
what is the reality of this slavehood, meaning how exactly do 
we fulfill it. There are two endeavors we need to make in order 
to live this life of dedication to Him. First we must strive at each 
moment to only do the actions pleasing to Him, and second we 
must strive to always be pleased with what He sends to us. 

Doing the actions pleasing to Him comes from realizing 
how comprehensive our Din is. Islam is not only the five pillars 
we know. It is not just prayer, fasting, pilgrimage, and charity. 
These are only the pillars, above these lays the entire life of 
slavehood to Him. At every moment we can serve Him by only 
doing the acts pleasing to Him. At each moment we can try to 
find the act most pleasing to Him and strive to do it. Whether 
this be prayer on time, remembering Him, thanking Him, 
glorying and praising Him. learning His Book, teaching it to 
others, working and earning an honest living, studying, 
spending time with family, keeping the ties of brotherhood, 
helping the needy and the oppressed, avoiding the forbidden, 
fulfilling trusts, showing kindness and mercy to all. These are 
all acts pleasing to Him, and by doing these we can serve Him. 
Because He is not like other masters, He does not really need 
us to do anything for Him. He has no need for us whatsoever. 
Rather we serve Him by striving to please Him. 

We can also serve Him by being pleased with whatever 
He has decreed for us. Regardless of if we find in it ease or 
hardship. So you are pleased with Him if He allows an illness 
to befall you just as you are pleased with Him when He cures 
you. You are pleased with Him if today it rains just as you are 
pleased with Him when He shows you the sun. 
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Whatever it is that happens to you in life you should be 
pleased with Him. You should realize that He is the One Who 
has sent it upon you, it is from His creation. He is the Creator 
of every single thing. Not only people, places, animals, plants 
and objects, but even of situations, even of realities. So if by 
accident you spilled something, or if there was traffic on your 
road home, or if your boss or teacher yelled at you, or if your 
brother irritated you, realize that all of these are from Him. He 
created this situation for you in order to test you. And if you are 
pleased with it for His sake, if you strive not to be overcome 
with grief, anger or frustration, then you have passed the test. 
You have manifested your slavehood to Him. You have shown 
how life is not about pleasing yourself but about pleasing Him, 
and being pleased with Him. At every moment. 

Another aspect of our slavehood to Him is Tawakul. This 
also is a concept, a word which He has mentioned numerous 
times in His Book. It cannot easily be translated into English. 
The best we can say is that it means to place your complete 
trust and reliance upon Him. You depend on Him for all of your 
affairs. He is your Agent. He is the One Whom you delegate 
your affairs to. You are certain that He will be there for you, to 
look after you, to take care of everything for you. You know He 
will provide for you and your family, He will keep you safe from 
calamities and enemies, He will preserve your health and your 
wealth, He will guide you what pleases Him, He will forgive you 
your sins, He will have mercy on you in this life and the next. 
You are certain that He will do all this for you. Because you 
strive to be sincere to Him, to be true to Him, to fulfill your 
slavehood to Him. Because of this you are certain that He will 
take care of you. After all is not the job of the Master to take 
care of His slave? If you dedicate your life to Him, if you make 
Him your only concern, then how could He not be there for you 
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Now it is important to bear in mind that even though we 
place our Tawakul in Him, even though we are pleased with 
whatever He decrees for us, this should never excuse us from 
making the effort where needed. Because this effort on our 
part is also a part of our slavehood to Him. For example if you 
become sick, you know that this was from His Decree for you, 
so you are pleased with the situation that you are in. Even if it 
is hard for you, you do not complain or become disheartened, 
you bear it and you make yourself content with it. For His sake. 
But at the same you also seek medicine, you visit the doctor if 
needed, you take the means to cure your illness. Even though 
you know that it is really He Who cures your illness and you 
trust and rely on Him to do so. But still you make the effort. 
Because your making the effort is an action of your limbs but 
your reliance on Him and your contentment with His Decree 
are actions of the heart. So you are pleased with His Decree in 
your heart and you rely on Him to cure you in your heart, but 
you still make the effort to seek the cure with your limbs. For 
this effort is also a means for you to draw nearer to Him. The 
same can also be said for any other situation where Tawakul is 
needed. Say you lose your job. Even though you are pleased 
with His Decree and you trust in Him to find another job for 
you, you still try yourself to find one. You do not just sleep at 
home or spend the entire day in the masjid and then hope to 
get hired. You make the effort with your limbs and in your heart 
you are certain that your next job will not come from you rather 
only from Him. You make the effort not seeking the results, but 
rather seeking only Him. This is why you are not disappointed 
or disheartened if success does not come right way. You know 
it is not in your power, you know He is testing you. To see how 
steadfast you will be. if we try and we ask then He will give. 
Such is true in all our affairs. 
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This is what the messengers called on their people to do. 
This is Islam, the life of dedication, submission, slavehood to 
Allah (swt) and Allah (swt) Alone. It is far more than prayer and 
fasting. It is much deeper than a few morals and rituals. Rather 
it is a complete way of life. It is being cognizant of the Divine 
and seeking Him at every moment. What more a beautiful life 
can there be than this? Is the true believer one who could ever 
grieve? Why should she when we she know that everything 
which happens to her is what her Rabb has decreed? And so 
for His sake she is content. Why should she ever fear anything 
of this world when she has placed her Tawakul upon her Rabb 
she relies upon Him to look after her and what an excellent 
Protector and Disposer of Affairs is He? Would she ever be 
lazy and complacent when she knows that at every moment 
she is being tested? Every moment is a chance for her to do a 
deed pleasing to Him and draw closer to Him through it. How 
beautiful is a personality is this? Each single woman and man 
on this earth is capable of attaining to this most sublime 
station. If only they are given the guidance, if only they are 
shown the way. That is the job the messengers, those who 
invite to Him. Those who take His Message to the people. 

Today we are the only messengers. The Ummah of the 
Prophet (saw). We are the only ones who can deliver this 
beautiful message to mankind. We are the only ones who can 
save them from themselves. We are the only ones who can 
show them how to attain salvation in the next life and tranquility 
in this. Of course by His Grace. How sad is it then that today 
the dawah is being neglected. Not only are we as Muslims not 
calling to this life of slavehood to Him but most of us do not 
practice it ourselves. Most of us are ignorant. What hope is 
there for the sheep when the Shepard himself is blind? We 
have to open our eyes, we have to learn this Din. 
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Coming back to the narrative we see how the people 
said onto the messengers “If our Master wanted He 
would have surely sent down angels”. This was their 
only response when they were called to the slavehood of the 
Divine, this was their only response when they were called to 
return to the purpose for which they were created. 

Their response is a contention. They are asking why their 
Rabb has sent human beings as messengers. They are saying 
that if He wanted, He could surely send angels as messengers. 
And this is their reason to doubt, this is their reason to reject. 
They cannot believe humans would be sent as messengers. 
Because if Allah (swt) wanted He could send down angels and 
so according to them the only true messengers would be 
angels. Any human emissary, no matter what he may have 
brought of proofs and evidences, even if he were to walk on 
water or ascend to the heavens, would not be accepted. In 
their arrogance, in their delusion, they demand that angels be 
sent down. Such was how all nations were when messengers 
came to them. They all spoke these words. 

First notice how they refer to Allah (swt) as their Rabb, 
their Master. This shows how they not only believed in Him but 
they realized His Sovereignty and Lordship over them. They 
knew the place that He must have in their lives, on account of 
Him being their Creator and Sustainer. Even though they were 
pagans and idol worshippers, they still knew Allah (swt) as 
their Rabb. How corrupt is our society then, how terrible is the 
situation that we are in, for most of us today do not see Him as 
Rabb. We think that we are the masters, we are the sovereigns 
on this earth. This is why our governments are secular, even 
our very lives are secular. He has no place in them whatsoever 
how can this be when He is the One Who brought us into being 
and the One Who maintains that existence at each moment. 


137 



Now how do we respond to this contention? In our dawah 
if people present to us the same argument then how do we 
answer it? First and foremost we should tell them that it is not 
our place to question our Rabb. He is our Lord and Master, He 
is our Owner and Sovereign, so He should be the only One to 
dictate how His Message is sent. As He has told us in other 
verses, He is the One to question and He is not questioned. If 
He chooses to send angels as messengers that is His right. If 
He chooses to send humans as messengers that is His right. If 
He chooses to send mice as messengers that is His right. For 
He Alone is Rabb. The One of absolute Authority. The One 
Who can do whatsoever that He pleases to and there can be 
no to question Him. The One Who has to be submitted to in all 
affairs. For us to believe in Him as such, for us to treat Him as 
such is also a part of our slavehood to Him. 

This is an important lesson that we as an Ummah need to 
learn, this is an important principle that we need to always bear 
in mind. Especially in our times today. Allah (swt) is our Rabb 
and part of our slavehood to Him is that we do not question 
anything that He does. In fact we can even say that this is the 
very essence of our slavehood to Him. The very core of what 
the messengers call to in this verse. If He chooses to send us 
humans as messengers then that is His right, we can never 
ask why He did not send angels. It is not the place of a slave 
to ask such of his Master. And yet today there are many so 
called Muslims who have forgotten this fact. There are many 
so called Muslims who are trying to rationalize and justify the 
Shariah. They are searching for the reasons or the wisdoms 
behind His Commandments. Do not they realize that doing so 
defeats the entire purpose of slavehood? What kind of a slave 
questions his Master's orders, by asking Him to provide their 
justification? Is it not enough that He is Rabb and you are slave 
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And yet despite this fact when it comes to His sending 
humans as messengers instead of angels there are wisdoms 
that we can easily see. He has told us in other verses that if 
there were angels walking the earth, meaning that if we were 
angels and not humans then He would have sent us angels as 
messengers. But the very fact that we are human is why we 
need a human messenger. For you see the messengers whom 
Allah (swt) sends are much more than just messengers. They 
do not just speak to us His words. They do not just tell us what 
He has to say. Rather they live the Message that they are sent 
with. Was it not said of the Prophet (saw) that he was the 
Quran walking on the earth and that his character was the 
Quran? He (saw) did not just bring us this Book, rather he lived 
it. He used every opportunity to follow the commandments and 
to live by the morals set forth in this Book. For example when 
he conquered Makkah and all of the Quraysh chiefs were at his 
mercy, he (saw) followed the example of his father Yusuf (as) 
and forgave them all. In fact he spoke to them the exact same 
words that Yusuf (as) had spoken to his brothers when they 
were at his mercy. No blame or harm on you this day, may 
Allah forgive you and He is the most Merciful of those who 
show mercy. Has not Allah (swt) Himself in the Quran told us 
that in the Prophet (saw) we have the most excellent of 
examples to follow? How could he be an example for us if he is 
not human? Can we emulate an angel, can we try to be like 
Gibreel (as)? That tremendous creature whose wings fill the 
horizon, who can destroy entire cities with his bare hands. Can 
we ever be like him? But we can be like the Prophet (saw). As 
we said earlier because he (saw) is just like us, we can strive 
to at least try and attain to his station. The life that he lived is a 
life that we are capable of living, if we sincerely try. This is why 
all the messengers ever sent were human beings. 


139 



Coming back to the verse notice how the people said 
onto their messengers “so we are with all that you have 
been sent disbelievers””. Look at the way in which they 
phrased their response, for their words is a doorway into their 
heart. They are not saying that they reject the messengers 
rather they are saying that they reject the Message. They are 
saying that they disbelieve in what you have been sent with 
instead of saying that they disbelieve in you. This shows that it 
is with the Message that they have a problem and not the 
messenger. This also shows that they deep down inside they 
do believe in the messenger. Because if he were a false 
messenger, if he was making it all up, then would he have a 
message in the first place? So the very fact that they 
acknowledged his Message reveals to us that they knew he 
was a true Messenger. The Quraysh chiefs for example had no 
problems at all with the Prophet (saw). In fact before Allah 
(swt) chose him to be His Apostle they used to call him the 
truthful one and the trustworthy one. They regarded him and 
revered him so much. It was only after he (saw) was sent as 
the messenger that they started to show animosity towards 
him. This shows that their issue was never with him, rather it 
was with his Message. The Message that told them they could 
no longer be sovereigns on the earth. The Message that told 
them they had to submit to His Law. This was what they had a 
problem, this was what they chose to deny even though deep 
down they knew it was the Truth. They knew that Muhammad 
(saw) was not a liar, they knew that they could never make a 
Quran like this, they knew that Allah (swt) is One and He Alone 
must be worshipped and His Law Alone must rule. They knew 
and still they rejected does this not show how evil they were. 
And if we do not truly believe, if we do not live what He calls us 
to, then how far are we from their station? 
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15. Then as for ‘Ad then they became arrogant (sought 
dominance) on the earth without right, and they said 
“Who is mightier than us in power”, can they not see 
that surely Allah the One Who created them He is 
mightier than them in power. And they were with Our 
Signs always contending without right. 

One of the reasons why we as an Ummah today have 
lost faith in our Din is because we do not see it as being the 
dominant force in the world anymore. We do not see its power, 
we do not see its glory. Rather we see other nations having 
power and glory. Disbelieving nations. Nations that do not 
recognize His Sovereignty and Lordship. Nations that do not 
rule by His Law. They outlaw what pleases Him and they 
permit what displeases Him. They are the ones today who 
have might, they are the ones today who control the earth. 
When we as an Ummah see this strength of theirs, it may 
damage our Iman. We may question why is it that they have 
such power in the land. Why is their military second to none in 
terms or arsenals and technology? Why do they have nuclear 
weapons? Why are they able to strike even into the heart of 
our lands with unmanned drones? Even their machines now 
are killing our children while they sleep. And not only are their 
armies the strongest but they are also mighty in infrastructure 
and knowledge. They today have the best roads, the most 
advanced medicine, the latest discoveries in science, even 
they have ventured into the heavens. How could this be some 
of us may ask when they are disbelievers? 
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In this ayah our Rabb answers this question. He shows 
us that the reason why the power of the disbelievers has made 
us to decrease in our Iman, the reason why their worldly might 
has deluded us, is because we are becoming them. We are 
becoming blind to Him. We are seeing this world first. Instead 
of seeing Him. If only we saw Him. With the eye of our hearts. 

If only cognizant of His Presence, aware of His Power. Then 
we would not have such doubts. We only need to make the 
effort. To remind ourselves of Him. This is an effort we need to 
make. This is the test. Several were the nations before us who 
failed in this test. They were deluded by this world, just like the 
disbelievers today have been. Among these was the nation of 
'Ad, and their story He tells us here. In it we can see the 
disbelievers of today, and more importantly we can see 
ourselves. If we can make the effort, by His Grace, to avoid 
becoming them then we can be guided to Him. We can be near 
to Him. And this is the greatest bounty. If only we knew. 

Allah (swt) begins “Then as for ‘Ad then they 
became arrogant (sought dominance) on the earth 
without right”. The word fa with which this ayah begins is 
very important. This word tells us that what He relates to us in 
this verse continues from the previous verses. Recall how the 
previous ayah told us how the messengers were rejected. 
Instead of submitting to the emissaries of their Lord the people 
made excuses. They asked why angels were not sent down. 
They dared to question their Rabb. Among the nations who 
had such insolence was Ad. So this ayah is telling us what they 
did after they rejected their messengers. Our Lord tells us how 
they did istikbar on the earth. There are at least two meanings 
that this word gives. One is to become arrogant and haughty, 
and the other is to seek dominance over others. 
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Notice how Allah (swt) tells us that they become 
arrogant without right. Meaning they had no right whatsoever 
to be arrogant. It was not their place, was not proper for them. 
Their becoming arrogant in and of itself was a crime, a sin. It 
shows how they had completely forgotten their place. That they 
were naught but His slaves. How can a slave be arrogant, how 
can he think so greatly of himself, how can he praise himself, 
when he is just a slave, when he is in service of another. The 
place of a slave is not to think of himself, not to think about 
how to please himself. Rather he exists only for his Master. 
Only to please his Master. Such is how we all are, such is how 
we were all meant to be. Both as individuals and as a society. 
Not only did He create us to serve Him, but also to worship to 
Him. To praise and to glorify Him. Not just at certain times but 
throughout the day and night. So if you are constantly praising 
Him then where does that leave you time to praise yourself? 
Where in your heart is there room for the praise of any other 
than He? This is why the true slave, the true worshipper, is one 
who can never be arrogant. Remind yourself once again that 
such is how we were all created to be. He did not create some 
of us to be saints and others to be sinners. Rather He made all 
of us only to worship Him. So if any of us become arrogant, if 
we forget Him and focus on ourselves, then such is a crime. 

We have no right to do so whatsoever. It goes against the very 
purpose for which we were created. Even if we have done 
much good, even if we have helped the needy and contributed 
to society, even if we have achieved success in many of our 
endeavors, all of this should never lead us to even the slightest 
of hubris or self-contentment. For we should remember that the 
good that we do is also from Him. He is the One Who gives us 
the enabling grace, the facilitation and the will. How then can 
we be arrogant, rather we should praise Him even more. 
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The only crime that is greater than a person becoming 
arrogant is if the society itself becomes arrogant. If the nation 
as a whole starts to praise itself and think greatly of itself. If this 
were to happen then the hearts of all people in that nation may 
become distant from Him. They may start to praise and glorify 
their nation instead of Him. They may strive and sacrifice for 
their nation instead of Him. For the nation now has become 
more important than Him. It is about serving your country and 
not your Creator. This corruption in the hearts does not happen 
to a few individuals but it happens to all the people. For the 
nation as a whole is calling to this Shirk. The nation itself has 
become a false god. Now imagine if this were a nation where 
His Law was not being implemented, imagine if this were a 
nation that did not call the people to His worship, how evil 
would such a nation be. Such was the nation of Ad, and even 
today we can see such nations. Are they all not His enemies? 

The second crime of Ad according to this part of the 
ayah was that they sought dominance on the earth. They did 
so without right. They sought to be masters on the earth. They 
sought to rule the earth, to control its resources, to have their 
way of life and ideology dominate all the peoples of the earth. 
This also they did without right. Because He has not given 
permission for any disbelieving nation to dominate the earth. 

His earth. The only nation that can rule His earth is the one 
that implements His Law. After all should it not be His Law that 
rules over His earth? How can we acknowledge that this earth 
belongs to Him and still be content when there exists on it that 
which displeases Him? When He has sent down a Law by 
which to live, when He has told us how His earth should be 
governed, do we then have any right to neglect this Law and to 
rule the earth as we please? But such is just what Ad did. They 
turned away from the Law their Rabb sent and made their law. 
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Notice also the connection between these two crimes 
of theirs. The reason why they sought dominance on earth was 
their arrogance. The reason why they sought to control the 
earth and to conquer other nations was because they thought 
so highly of themselves. They thought they were better than 
others. They thought they should be the ones to rule, they 
should be the ones to control the earth and its resources. The 
other nations were primitives, fools, lost sheep. This arrogance 
also made them to look to their own needs before the needs of 
others. If there is an economic benefit for us in occupying your 
land and in controlling your resources then this is what we will 
do. We do not care if you lose your sovereignty and your 
wealth. We do not care if your men become cheap laborers 
and your women concubines. We do not care for you. You do 
not matter, only we do. This is was their mentality. This was 
what drove them to Imperialism and conquest. 

Can you now see the darkness that man is capable of 
when he forgets the Divine, when he forgets his purpose on 
this earth? Although Allah (swt) mentions ‘Ad by name, He is 
not referring only to them in this verse. Rather this ayah is a 
reference to each and every nation that sought dominance on 
earth without right, each and every nation that became proud 
without right. From Ad to Thamud to Firaun to the Mongols to 
the West. They are all the same in that they as a nation forgot 
Him. They did not exist only to please Him. They did not rule 
by His Law and they did not call their people to His worship. 
How much pain, how much suffering and toil, has this pride of 
theirs cost? How much is the blood that has been spilt and how 
many are the tears shed? How many lives have been lost and 
how much of this earth has been destroyed? Just think about 
all the unjust wars that have been fought, all the massacres 
and the genocide. And all for what? 
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Who then can stand against this darkness, who can 
control it, who can save mankind and all the creation from it. 
For the ancient nations who did such injustice, Allah (swt) 
Himself destroyed them. As we will see in the verses to come 
He (swt) destroyed ‘Ad and Thamud. But now He (swt) gave 
the responsibility of controlling the darkness, of ending the 
oppression and injustice to us. We the Muslim Ummah. The 
nation of the Prophet (saw). We who claim to believe in the 
oneness of Allah (swt) and the Truthfulness of His Prophet. We 
who believe that this Quran is His Word and the best of guides. 
We are the ones whom He has given this duty to now. In Surah 
Baqarah He told us how He holds back some of mankind with 
others. In Surah Tawbah He told us to fight His enemies and 
that He would punish them with our hands. In the hadith the 
Prophet (saw) has told us that he (saw) has been commanded 
to fight the people until the earth is returned under the Rule of 
Allah (swt). All of these text clearly tell us that it is our duty now 
to oppose these nations who seek to dominate the earth with 
their evil. But can we take up arms against them right at this 
moment? Can we wage any kind of material struggle against 
them? No, we cannot and we must not. Because remember 
that are not striving against them only because they are evil or 
only because they are causing such oppression on the earth. 
No, rather the main reason why we strive against them is for 
Him. To please Him. As an act of worship to Him. And as we 
know when it comes to worship, we cannot innovate. Rather 
we have to follow the exact method taught to us by our prophet 
can you pray ‘Asr as six rakas instead of four? Similarly jihad 
just like salah has a methodology that needs to be followed. 
There has to be a Khilafah. There has to be open invitation. 
There has to be dawah with the tongue and the pen before any 
kind of material struggle. 
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The next part of the ayah tells us how the nation of 
Ad said “Who is mightier than us in power”. Actually a 

more accurate translation would be “who is more intense than 
us in strength”. These were the words they spoke with their 
tongues and this was the state of their hearts. They could only 
see themselves, they were utterly blind to Him. So much had 
they allowed this world to distract them, and so negligent had 
they become of His remembrance. As a consequence their 
hearts were so feeble, so weak. They were so shallow, so 
superficial. They only saw the surface of this worldly life. They 
saw the power of their military, the vastness of their resources, 
the advancement of their technology, the numbers of their 
people, and the extent of their land. They also saw that no 
other nation could rival them in any of these. This was what 
made them to make such a boastful claim. This was what 
made them so arrogant. This was what made them to seek 
dominance on the earth. They thought since they were the 
strongest then no one could rival them, no one could stand up 
to them, no one could contain them. The entire earth was 
theirs to do with as they please. There was no one to check 
them, no one to take them to task. This was their mentality. 
Such utter arrogance, which then lead to such oppression and 
bloodshed in their conquests. This mentality of theirs was what 
displeased Him so. So much so that He recorded it in His Book 
for all time. Now think are there not nations today who have 
this same mentality? Who believe they are the strongest and 
so they can do as they please in this world. They can even 
invade and occupy other nations. Even in this supposedly 
enlightened era that we live in we find such nations. How much 
must He be angered with such nations? But perhaps they are 
ignorant. If so then should His Anger not be towards us? For 
are we not the ones to teach and correct mankind? 
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The next part of this blessed verse is truly its heart “can 
they not see that surely Allah the One Who created 
them He is mightier than them in power”. The tone of 
this part denotes a sense of shock, a sense of surprise. As if to 
say what is wrong with these people? Have they no sense, 
have they no sight, have they no reason, have they forgotten 
their Creator. He, the One Who brought them into existence, 
the One Who maintains their existence at every moment, the 
One Who has given them all that they have. Can they not see 
that surely He is stronger than them? Far mightier. So much so 
that He could destroy them in an instant if only He wanted to. 
Both they and their entire civilization. For He is the Creator of 
both of these. He is the One Who gave life to each and every 
single one of them, and He is the One Who built their entire 
civilization. All of their advancements, all of their technology, 
their science, their infrastructure, their wealth, their means by 
which they achieved their power and dominance. He (swt) is 
the One Who created all of it, He gave it to them, and easily He 
could take it away. They could not even realize this fact. For 
does not the One Who creates have the power to destroy? 
Destroying is easier than creating. See then how the root of 
their problem, the cause of their sins, the reason for their 
arrogance, was an issue of the heart. They had forgotten Him. 
They had become blind to Him. They were not cognizant of the 
Tremendous and Majestic Being so near to them. Many of 
them even doubted His very Existence. And even the few 
which believed did not have that longing and love for Him. This 
was what lead them to do what they did and say what they 
said. They had lost their Iman. Their hearts were empty of 
conviction. If we then want to be saved from their path, where 
should we look first to? 
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Of course we should look first to our hearts, to our Iman, 
to our relationship and connection with Him. This is where it all 
begins. Only if our hearts are pure, only if our Iman is strong, 
only if our connection with Him is constant, only then can we 
be saved from the evil of our own selves. For the darkness 
which consumed 'Ad is inside all of us. We all have that innate 
desire for wealth and power, and to glorify ourselves and our 
nation. This is how He made us in order to test us. He did not 
create us pure like He did the angels. Rather within us there is 
good and evil, there is light and darkness, there is the angelic 
and the demonic. But we have to make the effort to foster the 
former and to suppress the latter. We have to make the effort. 

First and foremost we have to strengthen our Iman, our 
belief and conviction in Him. I have made this point before but 
it really cannot be stressed enough. As we can see from this 
part of the ayah the reason why ‘Ad became so evil was only 
because they forgot Him. They were utterly blind to Him. They 
could not realize that there is this Being over them. A Being far 
more powerful than them. A Being Who is always watching and 
Who takes to task. They had forgotten this fact, forgotten Him, 
and this was what lead them to destruction. But how did they 
reach so low a station in the first place, how did He become so 
blind to their hearts, was it not because they allowed their Iman 
in Him to weaken? Just think if they had believed in Him with 
conviction, if they were always aware of His Presence, would 
they still have allowed their hearts to forget Him? If they were 
constant in remembering Him, if they strove to do all their acts 
only for Him, if they had nurtured the love and yearning for Him 
if they as a nation would have held fast to His Law instead of 
allowing it to wither into a secular state, if they had done this, 
would they still have fallen? So realize that it begins with Iman 
how manifest in your life and society is your conviction in Him? 
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Allah (swt) ends this beautiful ayah “And they were 
with Our Signs always contending without right”. 
Why did ‘Ad allow their Iman to weaken, how did their belief in 
Him diminish? It was only when they starting contending with 
His Signs. Contending without right. His Signs were there in 
the universe around them. But they turned away from these 
Signs. Actually they did more than turn away, the Arabic word 
jahada that He uses means they were contending against His 
Signs, they were striving against His Signs. Striving without a 
reason to strive. The word jihad means a noble struggle, a 
struggle for a noble cause, but the word jahad means a 
struggle for no reason. You are fighting against something, 
striving against something when you have absolutely no 
reason to. You are striving against the good, you are striving in 
the cause of evil. This is what the nation of Ad did. They were 
striving against the Signs of their Rabb. Preventing them from 
entering into their hearts. By placing so many distractions in 
front of their people’s eyes, so they focus on these instead of 
on His Signs. Who has time to watch the sunset, who has time 
to look at the birds in flights, who can marvel at the clouds or at 
all the different species of animals, when the football game is 
on or the latest movie or video game has come out. Most of the 
people live in a fantasy world, of sports and entertainment, this 
is what consume their hearts. This is what they are always 
thinking of and talking about whenever they meet. When was 
the last time you and your friends spoke about the Greatness 
of Allah (swt) in your conversations? When did you even last 
speak of His Din? Can you not see that this has been done on 
purpose? They have made us to forget Him, by blinding us to 
His Signs in the world around us. Just as ‘Ad once did to their 
people, the powers be are doing today to us. They are waging 
an unholy war against the Divine and His Signs. 
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16. So We sent upon them a violent, screaming wind in 
days of distress, in order that We make them taste of 
the humiliating torment in the life of this world, and 
surely the torment of the Hereafter is even more 
humiliating, and they will not in any way be helped. 


The previous verses told us what our problem was. 
They showed us how we had gone astray, they showed us 
what we are doing which angers Him so. We have become 
arrogant and self centered on His earth without right. We 
seek to rule His earth by other than His Law, or at least we 
allow our rulers to. We strive against His Signs, or at least 
we allow our rulers to. We are in a state of complete apathy 
to the evil which goes on around us. And by choosing to do 
so we have become a part of this evil. This is our problem, 
this is our disease. Especially those of us who live in the 
West. Since we live in the most advanced of nations, the so 
called “first world” nations, we have the same mentality that 
‘Ad had. We think that we are the greatest, we think we are 
the best. We do not believe that there is anyone stronger 
than us. We have forgotten Him completely. Now I am not 
talking here about the disbelievers, I am talking about the 
Muslims. Especially our generations who have grown up in 
the West. We have the same thinking as the disbelievers. 
That same arrogance and conceit. This is why we are so 
lax even when it comes to our Din. This is why we do not 
care much for our brothers and sisters who have not been 
as privileged as we have. We are drowning in hubris. This 
is our problem. If we do not work to fix it, then this verse 
shows us the consequences we may have to suffer. 
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Allah (swt) begins the ayah “So We sent upon 

them a violent, screaming wind”. Here our Master is 

telling us how He had destroyed the nation of ‘Ad. They 
and their entire city were annihilated by winds. Many 
scholars say these winds were tornados. Because the 
adjective sar’sara that is used to describe the winds means 
both violent and loud. Winds that are screaming and 
howling, and at the same time also destructive and violent. 
Does this not sound like tornados? Are they not the most 
powerful of winds that we know? How much destruction 
can they cause? They can literally uproot trees, even 
houses and buildings. What can you say about the power 
of a wind that can smash throw stone and lift it up into the 
sky? What can you say about the Power of the Being Who 
unleashes it? If it can do such damage to solid structures of 
concrete and iron what can it do to you? 
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See then the Power of our Master. See how much 
destruction He can cause just from wind. 'Ad was not just a 
primitive village, rather they were an advanced civilization. It is 
said that they build lofty towers which reached into the sky. But 
when the tornados came down, these towers were leveled to 
the ground. They were nothing but rubble. How can you not be 
scared of such a Being who can do such with just wind? Wind 
is something that we cannot even see. Most of the time it is 
mercy for us. What is more refreshing on a hot summer day 
than a cool breeze? And for the desert people winds were 
heralds of good news, for they always preceded the rain. Yet 
this same wind, which we most often do not even notice, can 
be our destruction. If He (swt) only willed it so. Such is His 
Power. How Perfect is He? How Tremendous and Sublime? 
And how can you continue to live heedless of Him? 

Can we as human beings ever hope to stop even one 
tornado? Imagine if a tornado was coming straight towards the 
white house, can even the entire army, navy and air force stop 
it? They can shoot it at with machine guns, and fire rockets at it 
and throw grenades into it, or even drop a bomb on it, still they 
would not even make it to slow down. Such is the weakness of 
man when compared to the Power of the Divine. How then can 
we ever have become so arrogant? How can we think that we 
are free of Him, how can we think that we can rule His earth as 
we please. Can we not see that we He did to ‘Ad He can do to 
us? Even today He is sending down tornados, hurricanes, and 
tsunamis. At an ever increasing rate. Not only are we not afraid 
of Him, but worst of all is that we are blind to Him. We call 
them “natural disasters” or “forces of nature”. Can we not see 
there is a Being Who is sending these? He is the active Cause 
behind these forces. If we do not change our ways then much 
longer will it be till He sends them down one upon us? 
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Allah (swt) also tells us that He (swt) sent down these 
winds on 'Ad during “days of distress”. The word nahas 

gives meanings of distress, hardship, sorrow, pain, and also 
means misfortune and calamity. From this we see that it was 
not only for a few minutes or a few hours that the tornados 
came down on them, rather it was for days. For days and days 
these pillars from the sky smashed down upon them. And from 
this word nahas we see how painful and torturous these days 
must have been for them. He did not allow them a quick death, 
rather they had to slowly witness their own destruction. They 
had to watch their buildings crumble, their infrastructure 
collapse, their own people dying all around them. They had to 
witness all of this. So that the fear, and the misery, and the 
regret would sink deep into their hearts. So the realization 
dawns upon them. How wrong were they in turning away from 
Him. How foolish were they in rejecting His messengers. 

This word nahas also gives the meaning of tranquility 
being broken, of the good days ending, of being awakened 
from the dream. For you see 'Ad was living in a dream. They 
thought no one could harm them, no one could touch them. 
They believed they could do as they please and not suffer the 
consequences. They could invade other nations, consume 
usury, molest small boys, hurt and steal from old women, and 
do whatever else their lower selves pushed them to do. They 
did not think there would be consequences, they did not think 
their pleasure would end. They thought this world was their 
Paradise, and on it they were lords. But during the days when 
the tornados came down this grand delusion was shattered. 
Now they realized their place. They were only the slaves that 
He created them to be. And because they had neglected their 
duty, neglected Him, He took them to task. Only on those days 
when the wind howled around them did they realize this Truth. 
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In the next part of the ayah Allah (swt) tells us why He 
send down upon them these tornados, and why He made this 
punishment to last so long. He (swt) says “in order that We 
make them taste of the humiliating torment in the 
life of this world”. So despised were they to Him that He 
did not even want to wait for the Hereafter to torment them, 
rather even in this world He wanted them to make them taste 
of His Wrath. Even in this world He wanted to make them to 
realize how wrong they were. Now this is not because He is an 
unjust Being or a Being Who likes to torment, rather it is only a 
just recompense for the evil they did. Many of us today cannot 
understand this. Because we do not fully comprehend the kind 
of place that He must have in our lives. We do not fully realize 
how great the onus upon us to worship Him is. Do you not 
know that the heavens and the earth and all that is in them are 
constantly singing His praises? At every moment. Even the fish 
in the sea and the animals on land and the birds in flight. They 
are all in a constant state of worship. Even the inanimate 
objects glorify and praise Him. The rocks, the soil, the rivers, 
the cars, the computers, the atoms, all matter is worshipping 
Him. And the sky above you is creaking, it has every right to do 
so because on every inch of it there is an angel prostrating or 
bowing before Him. And when Judgment Day comes and it is 
all destroyed, and when they all gaze upon His Face, they will 
all then admit that they have not praised and glorified Him 
enough. Such is His Beauty and Majesty. Such is Allah (swt). 
What then can you say about a people who choose to live 
heedless of Him? A people who turn away from Him, a people 
who rebel against Him and usurp His Authority. He is Merciful 
and Forgiving and only in this great Mercy can we all hope. But 
He shows us here that He has Anger, from His Justice. 
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Notice the choice of words in this verse, they show us 
just how afraid we should be. Allah (swt) does not simply say 
“punishment”, rather He says “torment” for it was a torment. 
Recall that the tornados came down on their city for several 
days. One tornado would touch down and destroy a part of 
their city and then another would come and destroy another 
part. Slowly but surely they saw their city being destroyed from 
all around them, buildings and roads demolished. And they 
saw their people dying all around them, hospitals overcrowded 
with the injured. Just think how great a torment must this have 
been. Not only was there pain and sorrow, but there was also 
fear. Because when the first tornado struck they may have 
thought it to be a random occurrence. Just bad weather. But 
when the tornados kept coming back. And when they each day 
destroyed a different part of their city, then the people of ‘Ad 
knew something was going on. Soon they realized that this 
was the punishment of their Rabb. The punishment they had 
been warned about. How much then did they regret and did 
they curse themselves for not heeding that warning? 

Also notice how He calls it a “humiliating” torment, for it 
was indeed humiliating as well. Not only did He want to cause 
them pain but He also wanted to disgrace them. Such is what 
they deserve on account of their being so arrogant before Him. 
Did they not know that pride and glory are only for Him; they 
are His cloak by which He covers Himself, as the sacred hadith 
have told us. If anyone tries to compete with Him in them then 
He will utterly humiliate such people. He will put them in their 
place. Until they realize who they are and who He is. Again this 
is what they deserve. For they are the ones who chose not to 
glorify and praise Him. They are the ones who chose to be 
arrogant even after they were reminded of Him. How can you 
still think of yourself when you know there is a Being like He? 
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Yet another word from this portion of the verse that 
should instill fear into us is the word dhaqq. It means more 
than just to taste. It means to experience, to feel, to know. He 
wants them to truly feel the torment, to truly feel the humiliation 
both by means of the screaming winds and by means of the 
days of distress which they caused. To feel the pain down to 
their very core, to the most excruciating level. 

When Allah (swt) uses such a powerful word to describe 
the torment, how then can there still be those who claim that 
the torment is only metaphorical. There are some so called 
Muslims today who say Hell is not a real fire. They say that 
there is no pain, there is no burning. Rather they claim that it is 
only a metaphor for Allah (swt)’s Anger. They say this because 
as we mentioned earlier they cannot understand why He would 
torment people so severely. They do not think that anyone is 
deserving of so harsh a penalty. But the reason why they have 
such a thinking is because they have forgotten Him. They are 
utterly blind to Him. They do not see how much He deserves of 
their worship and praise, of the moments of their lives. If you 
even begin to know Him then you will see that this torment is 
not at all unjust, rather it is the very epitome. Only those who 
are drowned in the self cannot realize this. Look in the ayah 
how He is emphasizing that they will taste of the torment in this 
world, how much more so would they taste in the next. 

So realize how scared you need to be. Do not be fooled 
into thinking that you can live in this world as you please and 
then repent shortly before death. See from here how He can 
send down the torment upon you even in this world. How can 
you think that you are different from ‘Ad? Do you think you can 
live a secular life, a life without a place for Him, and still hope 
to be safe from His torment? If you have such a thinking then 
you have been deluded. And soon you will taste your mistake. 
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If not in this world then then definitely in the next, and the 
punishment in the next world is even greater as He tells us in 
the next part of the ayah “surely the torment of the 
Hereafter is even more humiliating”. As terrible as the 
punishment may have been in this world, it will be even worse 
in the next. As painful as it may in this world, it will be even 
more painful in the next. As humiliating as it may be in this 
world it will be even more humiliating in the next. For as we 
mentioned earlier, this world was not created to be a place of 
torment. We were not sent here to suffer, or to feel pain, such 
is not why this world was created. Rather it was created only 
as a testing ground. He wants to test us to see which of us is 
best in deeds. Which of serves Him the best and worships Him 
the most. Depending on how well we fare in this test, we will 
either be rewarded with Paradise or have to pay the penalty in 
Hell. And Hell is the place of true torment. This is where the 
souls will feel true pain, true deprivation, true humiliation. For it 
was created specifically for this purpose. He created it to make 
manifest His Wrath and to establish His Justice. For all those 
who would wrong His creation and who would turn away from 
Him. No matter how terrible you imagine this place to be, know 
that it is far worse. May He (swt) in His Infinite Mercy and 
Bounty and Forgiveness save us and our loved ones from it! 

Realize also from this part of the ayah that just as there is 
pain and misery in Hell, there is also humiliation. Abasement 
and disgrace. In that terrible place the arrogant will no longer 
be arrogant. Rather they will realize just how low they really 
are. For in the only estimation that matters they have failed. 
They have failed to attain nearness to Him, to please Him. 
Their wealth and their power and their worldly achievement did 
not avail them at all. This is the true failure, the true disgrace. 
And it will be witnessed by all creation. 
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Allah (swt) ends this ayah by saying “and they will 
not in any way be helped”. When they are burning in the 
Fire, when they are in that most humiliating and most painful of 
moments, they will have no one to help them. They will cry out 
for help, they will beg and plead, but no one will respond. No 
one will heed their cries. No one can and no one will. Because 
now all creation knows that He hates them, and the creation 
hates whom He hates. The angels, the mountains, the stars, 
and even Hell itself. They all hate these sinners. Because they 
angered Him, because they turned away from Him, because 
they forgot Him and they did what did not please Him. Once 
again do not think only ‘Ad will be in this situation. Rather 
anyone guilty of their crime will have to suffer this fate. 

Perhaps even us if we make the wrong decisions in life. This is 
why He tells us about them in the Book that He gave to us. 

How sad is it that we read this Book but we do not learn this 
lesson. Most of us still live heedless of Him. 

Notice also how this is an especially fitting punishment for 
the arrogant. Because in the life of this world why were they so 
arrogant. Why did they think there was no one mightier than 
them, why did they think they could do as they please? Was it 
not because of their armies, their soldiers? They thought their 
security forces could protect them and help them from anyone 
who would seek to harm them. They did so much injustice and 
they surrounded themselves with their troops. In the hope that 
these would protect them. But in Hell they will realize that their 
secret police cannot help them in any way. Because they are 
burning in the Fire alongside with them. How stupid were they 
then to become so arrogant, to become tyrants, on account of 
a few men with guns. Did they really think that these could 
save them from the Divine, from His Justice? Do not you make 
the same mistake, open your eyes while you still have the time. 
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So the main lesson that we as Muslims living in the 
West can take from this verse is to see that we need to renew 
our relationship with Allah (swt). We need to see that we are 
living in a cesspool of heedlessness. Of course it is true that 
there are many facilities and freedoms here that we need to be 
thankful for. But at the same time we also need to realize that 
this is a society that has forgotten Allah (swt). The souls who 
surround us are not engaged in Dhikr, in praising and glorifying 
Him. For the most part this is not their fault, they are ignorant 
and it is our duty to correct them and teach them. But if you are 
not actively doing dawah, then at the very least you should 
save yourself and your family from being influenced by them. I 
have made this point before but it really needs to be stressed. 

If we allow ourselves to follow their ways, especially after the 
guidance has come to us, then we are inviting His Wrath. For 
this is just what ‘Ad did. Their messengers came to them with 
the simple message. Worship none but Allah (swt). Dedicate 
your life to Him. Be His slave. Live every moment only trying to 
please Him. Through this you will find Paradise both in this life 
and the next. This is also the message that the Prophet (saw) 
brought to us. If we then turn away from this life, from his way, 
then are we not committing the same crime that ‘Ad did. How 
different are we from them? 

Do not also be fooled into thinking that you can enjoy life 
now and worry about repentance when you are near death. 

You should know that He can take your soul at any moment, 
and you can see from here how He can punish even in this 
world. Realize that in only a moment the world can change, 
good days can turn into bad. Just like it did for ‘Ad. Did you 
think those towers could fall, did you think the markets could 
crash, did you think you would see riots in your backyard, the 
world is already changing. Choose now the winning side. 
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17. And as for Thamud, We guided them but they preferred 
blindness to guidance, so the s’aiqah of torment and 
degradation seized them because of what they used 
to earn. 


In this blessed verse we find the story of another nation 
which received the guidance from Allah (swt) but who chose to 
turn away from that guidance. So in many ways their story is 
similar to that of ‘Ad. Their story is similar to the Quraysh chiefs 
whom the Prophet (saw) carried this dawah to. And their story 
is also similar to us as an Ummah today. For have we today 
not received the guidance as well. And are we also not turning 
away from it. Just look at the world today. Look at ourselves. 
Are we as an Ummah following the guidance? As individuals or 
as a society? Sadly the answer to both these questions is no. 

In our homes, in our businesses, in our dealings with family 
and neighbors, in our governments, in relations with opposite 
gender, in every aspect of our society, we do not adhere to the 
Law that He has sent. So really how far are we from the nation 
being described in this verse. And consequently how afraid do 
we have to be, when we can see the horrible torment which 
befell them. Only by asking these questions can the Quran 
have a relevance in our lives, only then can it make an impact. 
For the casual observer who does not take the time to study 
this Book, it may seem as if it is sometimes very negative. It 
may seem as if Allah (swt) is often speaking about torments 
and punishments. Even in this very Surah we ourselves can 
see how such has been a very prevalent theme. But what we 
need to realize is that this is a manifestation of His Love for us. 
He wants to shock us. To wake us up from our slumber. 
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Allah (swt) begins by saying “And as for Thamud, 
We guided them but they preferred blindness to 
guidance”. The guidance which Allah (swt) speaks of here is 
the sending of His Messengers. Whenever He (swt) speaks of 
guiding a people, there are two types of guidance. One is as in 
this verse, the sending of His Messengers, and the other is His 
actually creating Iman in our hearts. And also His enabling 
grace that facilitates for us to do the good that we do. As we 
mentioned earlier, we as human beings do have free will. But if 
we choose the right path, the path of guidance, then we still 
need His help to walk this path. We need Him to create and to 
foster the Iman in our heart. And we need Him to grant us the 
strength and the facilitation to do good deeds. See then how 
we need His help both in the belief and in action. This is one 
form of His guidance and this is the guidance we ask for in the 
dua of Surah Al Fatihah. And it is also the guidance spoke of in 
the hadith “Whomever Allah guides there is none to misguide”. 

But this is not the guidance spoken of in this ayah. For 
with Thamud Allah (swt) did not create Iman in their hearts, 
and He did not give them the enabling grace to do good. Only 
because they did not take the first step. This second form of 
guidance, this more powerful form, you need to take the first 
step. Allah (swt) will only guide in this sense those who first 
seek the guidance from Him. So what He (swt) means here by 
His guiding Thamud is the sending to them of His Messengers. 
He sent to them His messengers and in doing so He gave 
them the chance to take that first step. But they chose not to. 
As we see in this very verse. They chose blindness over 
guidance. They chose to reject His Messengers, called His 
Messengers liars, saying that they were not really sent by Him. 
If such was not spoken by their tongues it was by their actions. 
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By their choosing not to live by the guidance He sent. 
And when they did that they became blind. Wandering without 
knowing where they are going. For is blindness not the reality 
of a people who choose not to live by the Sharia? They do not 
know where they came from and they do not know where they 
are going. They do not even know the very purpose of their 
existence, why they were created and placed on this earth. 
They have so many philosophies and ideologies but they are 
all based on whims and conjecture. In the end for them it is all 
about the self. All about feeding the self. This idea is what their 
society is based upon. This is why they are so materialistic 
and so individualistic and so hedonistic. Of course I am not 
speaking only about Ad and Thamud. Rather of all societies 
and nations who do not base their lives on Divine Guidance. 
They are all the same. They are all blind. Blind to the True 
Reality by their lusts and their egos. Look even at the society 
which rules the earth today. Look at their culture and media. Is 
it not one where the self is glorified and promoted? For them 
what is paramount is freedom, choice, will. This may sound to 
you very appealing but ask yourself where in this equation is 
there room for Allah (swt). Is He not our Creator and Sustainer 
the very reason for our being? The Beautiful and the Majestic. 

If we are so concerned with ourselves then how can we be His 
slaves? How can we glorify Him and praise Him when we are 
glorifying and praising ourselves? So see then how theirs is a 
path of blindness. A path not based on knowledge or evidence, 
rather on animalistic instincts. How then can we follow them, 
especially after the guidance has come to us? Maybe He will 
pardon many in the West because they were ignorant, they did 
know there is a better way. But we are not at all like them. We 
know there is a better way of life than secularism, and 
capitalism and democracy. There is Islam. 
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What then was the fate of Thamud when they chose to 
turn away from the guidance? When they preferred the ways of 
blindness? Allah (swt) tells us in the next part of the ayah “so 
the s ’aiqah of torment and degradation seized them” 
recall how we spoke earlier about the s ’aiqah. In fact in a 
previous ayah Allah (swt) told us how it was the s ’aiqah that 
destroyed Thamud. A powerful thunderbolt. So loud that it will 
shatter the eardrums. To the extent of permanent injury, even 
to the extent of death. This then was how the nation of Thamud 
was destroyed. One day they heard this loud, piercing noise. 
The glass in their buildings shattered. Even their homes and 
buildings themselves started to crack. Only from the intensity 
of the noise. They knelled down from the pain. They covered 
their ears. But the sound was too loud. It still penetrated inside. 
Their very veins burst. Blood streamed down their noses and 
eyes. They each died a very slow and painful death. Such was 
their torment even in this world. Such was their recompense for 
usurping His Sovereignty and for their turning away from His 
Messengers. They had angered Him and so He showed them 
just how terrible His Wrath can be. How then can we feel safe? 

Notice also how Allah (swt) calls it a s’aiqah of torment 
and of humiliation. It was a torment, it was torture, because it 
was very painful. Very intense. Very uncomfortable. And it was 
also a humiliation because it shattered their egos. Just like with 
Ad it made them to realize their place. It showed them that they 
were not the lords on the earth. Even if they may have fooled 
themselves into thinking they were. Rather they were humbled. 
They were shown just how low they were. Just how weak they 
were. They could not even save themselves from the s’aiqah. 
They finally realized their slavehood. But by then it was too late 
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Finally Allah (swt) ends this verse by telling us that 
the only reason why the s ’aiqah seized them was “because 
of what they used to earn”. The human being is always in 
a state of earning. If he is not earning good then he is earning 
evil. Of course this not about earning money or anything else 
of this world. Rather it is about earning deeds. Earning weights 
on the scale. When you remember Allah (swt), when you recall 
your covenant with Him, when you bring to mind your purpose 
on this earth, and consequently you try to please Him in that 
moment, then that is when you are filling your scale of good. 

But when you forget Him, when you forget your covenant with 
Him, and you do what angers Him, then that is when you are 
filling your scale of evil. This latter is what Thamud did. They 
had become heedless of Him to such an extent that they were 
not even afraid of Him anymore. Not even in the least. This is 
why when they asked their messenger for the wonderful sign of 
the she-camel, and when they were given that sign and then 
told not to touch her with any harm, they still could not resist. 
They still could not hold themselves back even from this evil. 
Did they not know that the she-camel belonged to Him? Did 
they not that He would extract revenge on them should they 
harm her? They knew this but still they killed her. This shows 
how they had completely lost their fear and reverence of Him. 
They had done so many sins, earned so much evil, that their 
hearts were just blind to Him. They could not at all realize His 
Majesty and His Tremendousness. They were not in awe of 
His Power and Authority. For them He (swt) was almost a joke. 
Such was the consequence even in this world of the sins that 
they earned. Their hearts were dead, their connection with Him 
was severed. This was why they rejected their messenger and 
killed the she-camel. And so the s’aiqah seized them. 
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18. Then We saved the ones who had Iman and Taqwa. 

In the previous ayahs we saw how many of the previous 
nations were destroyed. Destroyed because they rejected the 
messengers sent to them. Destroyed because they chose not 
to implement the Divine Law. Destroyed because they loved 
serving the self more than they loved serving the Divine. Now 
does this mean that everyone in these nations was destroyed? 
Were all the people killed? We see here that there were some 
who were saved. Who then were these who were saved? What 
are their characteristics and descriptions? What did they do 
which made them worthy of being saved? This we need to 
know, because by His Grace if we can do what they did then 
we too can be saved. We especially who live in this heedless 
society. This society where He has been forgotten. This place 
where the hearts of everyone around us seem heedless of Him 

For really how far is our world today from the nations of 
‘Ad and Thamud. Are we also not living in an environment 
where what is displeasing to Him is rampant all around us? 

How then can we be saved from this cesspool of sin? How 
then can we hold fast to Him? How can we maintain our 
connection with Him? This is what He shows us in this verse. 

The first description that He gives of this group which He 
saved is that they had Iman. As we mentioned earlier, this is 
not simply belief, rather it is conviction and certainty. It is not 
enough simply for you to believe that Allah (swt) Exists and 
that this Quran is from Him. Rather you have to be absolutely 
convinced of this fact. Beyond the shadow of any doubt. And 
as we mentioned earlier this is easier said than done. Recall 
how we said that it must a lifelong effort. Of both contemplation 
and striving to do the deeds pleasing to Him. 




We need to be constant in this effort if we are to keep 
our Iman in this world of disbelief. We need to look to His Signs 
we need to reflect and ponder on them, we need to struggle to 
do the acts pleasing to Him and to shun the acts hated by Him 
we need to make this effort. For this is how we show Him our 
love for Him. This is how we can journey nearer to Him. So 
realize that though it is an effort, it is not without its rewards. 
And you do not need to wait until the Hereafter to taste these 
rewards. Even in this world when you struggle to bring Him to 
mind. When you struggle to do what pleases Him even though 
it may be difficult for you. When you endeavor to clean your 
heart of all that is other than Him. When you care about what 
He thinks of you more than you care about what people think. 
When you trust and rely on Him completely so that nothing of 
this world can scare you. When you are confident that He will 
provide for you and look after you if only you are sincere to 
Him. When you love Him more than you love anyone else. 
When even the people you love only for His sake. Then you 
would have tasted the sweetness of Iman. But once again you 
need to make an effort to attain to this Iman. This effort really 
has to be your life. For how can you who has been blessed 
with this guidance still attach your heart to the world? How can 
you still crave money and the material things? Or lusts and the 
sensual pleasures? Or power, fame and prestige? Or children 
How can you attach your heart to these things when you know 
there is a Being like He? How do they in any way compare to 
Him? Iman then is what you should be seeking from life. The 
nearness to Him and the conviction in Him. Your entire life is a 
struggle to attain this Iman. It is the only way to please Him 
and the only way to be saved. Because why would He save a 
people who do not even believe in Him in the first place? There 
is nothing more beloved to Him than Iman. Just to believe. 
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The second description that He gives for the group whom 
He saved is that they had Taqwa. This word literally means to 
protect oneself. It is the active effort you make to ward off a 
danger that you fear. So for example when you lock your doors 
at night so that an intruder does not enter or when you put on 
your seatbelt in your car so that you do not get pulled over then 
these are examples of Taqwa. There is a danger that you fear 
and these are the steps you are taking to avoid it. Of course 
Taqwa of these things is not what our Master is speaking of 
here. Because thieves or police are not the danger we need to 
fear. None of the creation is. Rather the only true danger, the 
only real threat is He. He is the only One Who has the power to 
harm just as He is only One Who has the power to benefit. So 
He is the One Who we need to fear. If only He wanted to, how 
many are the ways in which He could torment us. Both in this 
world and the next. So He is the One Who we need to make an 
effort to protect ourselves from. He is the One to be feared. 

How then can we protect ourselves from Him? Of course 
it is by avoiding His Anger. By avoiding those actions, words, 
and states of heart which can cause His Anger. And to know 
these we need to know His Law. So the first step in attaining 
Taqwa is learning His Law. We need to know the permissible 
and we especially need to know the forbidden. So that by His 
Grace we can stay far away from it. The haram is what leads to 
His Anger so it is what we need to protect ourselves from. We 
need to even avoid those things which can lead to the haram. 
We should even try and leave the doubtful matters in the fear 
that they may be haram. This is what it means to have Taqwa, 
how lacking is it in the Ummah today? We also especially need 
to have Taqwa when it comes to the rights of others. Because 
what is most displeasing to Him is when we do any kind of 
injustice to others. When we steal from others or harm others. 
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Once a camel came to the Prophet (saw). He (saw) 
could hear it crying. It was making a moaning noise and tears 
could be seen from its eyes. Then the Prophet (saw) spoke 
with the camel and asked it why it was so sad. It told him that 
its master had abused it. He had not fed it enough, he had 
overworked it and he had beaten it. The Prophet (saw) then 
admonished this man for being so cruel to this camel. He (saw) 
specifically said “Have Taqwa of Allah in regards to this 
camel”. Meaning remember that it is a creation of your Rabb. 
Realize that He is not pleased with you harming it or denying it 
its rights. If such are the rights we need to give to animals then 
how about human beings? Even non Muslims. How about our 
family members? How about the believers? So yes avoiding 
usury, fornication, alcohol, gambling and the other major sins is 
part of Taqwa. Even avoiding anything that may lead to these 
abominations is part of Taqwa. But realize also that fulfilling 
your trusts is part of Taqwa. Meaning if you have a duty to 
perform for someone, if someone has a right over you, then 
you give them their rights. So you look after your family, you 
spend time with your parents, you are kind and supportive to 
your spouse, you talk to your siblings and your children. Know 
that each of these have rights over you. You also do not cheat 
or shortchange your employers or business partners, anyone 
whom you have financial dealings with. And you do not harm 
others in any way. Either with your hands or with your tongue. 
Even in their absence you only speak good of them. And you 
do it all for His sake. Because you are certain that He is Seeing 
you. And you know that He is not pleased with you when you 
harm them or fail them. And His displeasure is what you fear 
most of all. Because you know that it is distance from Him, 
and there is nothing more painful in this world or the next. So 
you make your best effort to avoid it. This trying is Taqwa. 
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If we can make the effort in both of these areas, to attain 
both Iman and Taqwa, then we can have a hope of salvation. 
Even though we find ourselves in the midst of ‘Ad and Thamud 
where the hearts of so many around us are heedless of Him. In 
fact the reason why they are heedless is because they do not 
have these two beautiful traits. Iman and Taqwa. These are 
our connection to Him. These are how we can hold fast to Him. 
Iman for our hearts and Taqwa for our limbs and tongues. We 
are certain of Him and we are careful to do what pleases Him. 

Just as there is a beautiful and symbiotic relationship 
between Iman and good deeds, the same relationship is also 
there between Iman and Taqwa. Meaning the more Iman that 
you have the more Taqwa you will have and the more Taqwa 
you have the more Iman you will have. They each feed of the 
other. They each give strength to the other. Think about it. If 
your conviction in Him is strong then would you not be more 
conscious of Him? Would you not be more careful to only do 
what pleases Him? Similarly if you are conscious of Him, if you 
are trying to suppress your desire of what He has forbidden 
because of your fear of Him, then would this not make your 
Iman stronger? This occurrence many of the scholars have 
observed. They have said that to lower your gaze, to prevent 
your eyes from at looking at the opposite gender with lust, or to 
hold your tongue from speaking evil, they say this really helps 
your Iman. You will feel your Iman grow the more you lower 
your gaze. But at the same time if you do not lower your gaze, 
if you allow the forbidden images into your heart through your 
eyes, then your Iman will be harmed. 

So we see from this verse that there was a group whom 
Allah (swt) saved in the nations of ‘Ad and Thamud. Those 
who had Iman and Taqwa. If we can attain these and maintain 
these, then we too can hope that He will save us as well. 
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19. And (bring to mind) the Day when the enemies of Allah 

will be gathered all together to the Fire, and then they 
will be restrained. 

From this blessed verse we see once again how there 
are two parties, two groups from among mankind. The friends 
of Allah (swt) and His enemies. The supporters of Allah (swt) 
and those who oppose Him. Now who exactly are these two 
groups, and how can we be of the former and not of the latter? 
The previous verses hold the answer to these questions. In 
them Allah (swt) had told us how He had sent His Messengers 
to the previous nations. These messengers had reminded the 
people in these nations of their purpose. That they had been 
created only to dedicate their lives to Allah (swt). To live every 
moment only for Him. But most of the people turned away from 
the messengers, most of the people chose not to heed the call 
of their Master. They chose instead to live a secular life, a life 
where He was not their priority. They chose to live heedless of 
Him. Thinking only of themselves. Believing that fulfillment lay 
in servitude of the self instead of servitude to the Divine. Are 
these then not the enemies of Allah (swt)? For they are turning 
away from the very purpose for which they had been created. 
They are turning away from Him. And they are creating a world 
which fosters heedlessness. For all the future generations of 
mankind. Children now grow up just like their parents, yearning 
for appetites of the ego instead of for nearness to the Divine. 
Are we not to blame for such a state? By our choosing to be 
content in a world where He has been forgotten. Are we not 
making ourselves into His enemies? Why we cannot we be His 
Friends? By responding to His Messenger’s call. By having 
Iman in Him and Taqwa of Him. By living for Him as He wants 
us to. By the choices you make in life you choose your side. 
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If you instead choose to be His enemy then He tells you 
in this verse the fate you will have to suffer. He reminds you of 
the Day that He promised you. The Day in which you will have 
to return to Him. He describes it as the “the Day when the 
enemies of Allah will be gathered all together to the 
Fire”. This is a Day that we have to always bear in mind. For it 
is a reality. And very soon we will be experiencing it. Today our 
problem is that we do not realize just how true it really is, we 
think it to be a fairytale or even if we believe in it we think it to 
be a long way away. We do not have the conviction in it. Once 
again this is because of our lack of Iman, our distance from His 
Book, our attachment to this world, and our being filled with 
ego. We are too busy worrying about ourselves and about this 
world to even begin to contemplate on this Day, let alone to 
take steps to prepare for it. And ironically this is just the kind of 
mentality that will doom us on that Day. For the only ones who 
will be doomed on that Day are His enemies. Those who forgot 
His Promise, His Promise that they would return to Him. Those 
who did not prepare for this return. First notice here how He 
describes them as being gathered all together. The word 
hashar means to gather together what has been scattered. 
Such is what He will do with all the creation on that Day. Even 
the wild animals will be gathered together. And all of mankind 
will be gathered. When we come out of our graves, when we 
see our earth has been destroyed, we may try and run in so 
many directions. We may try and escape Him. But it will be to 
no avail. For He is the All Powerful, the Irresistible. There is no 
one who can overpower Him, no one who can escape Him, no 
one who can even hide from Him. So the criminals on that Day 
will try and run. But He will find them, He will catch them, and 
He will gather them all towards the Fire. 


172 



How frightening is this? Try and picture it in your heart 
you come out from your grave, and what you see is the earth 
being destroyed all around you. You run in fear. Trying to find 
some refuge, some safety, some sanity. As you run you see 
your fellow human beings in the same condition. You see all 
mankind running around like scattered moths. They look like 
they are drunk, like they have lost their minds, like they are 
overcome with insanity. Such is the torment of the Divine. But 
then a force pulls you, a force pulls everyone. You are all being 
taken to one place. You are all being gathered together. To the 
Plain of Judgment. But this is only the first gathering. After the 
Judgment has been concluded, those who have failed the test, 
those who have no good deeds and no Iman to show to their 
Master will be gathered once again. But this time not to the 
Plain of Judgment, rather this time to the Fire of Hell. Can you 
imagine if you were one of them? You see you are being pulled 
closer and closer to that Fire. You see that next to you are the 
likes of Firaun and Abu Jahl. You wonder why you are near 
such kind of people. But if you have rejected the call of His 
Messenger, if your Iman is weak, if your Taqwa is lacking, if 
you are still falling into sins, if you are not supporting His Din 
then really how far away from you such. What arrogance do 
you have to think that you are any better than them, how do 
you know where you stand in His estimation, how many of your 
moments have you truly dedicated to Him. So this ayah should 
make us afraid. Afraid that we are among His enemies, afraid 
that we will be among those gathered towards that Fire. At that 
moment it will be too late. Too late to return to the earth and be 
righteous. The here and now is our only chance. How many 
moments has He given you, how many a sunrise and a sunset 
have you seen? So think of that Day, convince yourself of its 
reality, let the fear build, and let it motivate you. 
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The realization then that we need to come to from this 
ayah is to see that Allah (swt) does indeed have enemies. 

They are those who frustrate His Cause. Those who do not 
support His Cause. Because if you are not supporting His 
Cause then you are frustrating it. Let us remind ourselves once 
again that His Cause is the effort to establish His Law on the 
earth and to take His Message to the people. All of the earth 
must be ruled by the Sharia and all of the people must receive 
the invitation to Islam. Of course this by no means a small task. 
Of course this requires a tremendous struggle. And there is no 
one else who can work for it except you and me. We the 
Muslim Ummah. We the bearers of this Quran, the followers of 
the Final Messenger. Who else will take up this effort if we do 
not? Of course if Allah (swt) wanted, He could bring the Khilafa 
tomorrow. Just like if He wanted, He could make the hearts of 
all people to believe. But such is not His Way. He wants us to 
make the effort, He wants us to do our part. This is what He is 
testing us on. So think then, if you just sit back and do nothing, 
if you are content just to praying and fasting, if you do not aid 
this effort in any way, then are you not frustrating it? If only by 
your inactivity. Of course your dua is important and your dua 
helps but look at the Companions. Were they content only to 
making dua? Or did they also help Islam with their efforts and 
their wealth? How many times does Allah (swt) praise those 
who strive in His Path with their wealth and their lives? Realize 
once again that if you are content in this secular world and you 
do not make an effort to change it then you are His enemy. No 
different from the dictators and tyrants today in Muslim lands. 
To be saved from this fate you need to make an effort. Even if 
you cannot join a movement or start a movement, you can still 
spread this idea. Teach the people. Remind them that we need 
the Khilafa and we need to work for it. 
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Allah (swt) ends this ayah by saying “and then they 
will be restrained”. What will happen to these people after 
they have been gathered to the Fire, this is what our Master 
shows us here. Imagine the scene once again. The criminals 
have all been collected and made to stand before Hell. Even 
though Hell itself is so huge needing billions of powerful angels 
to carry it, still the criminals will encircle it from every direction. 
This is because there are so many of them. We know in other 
ayahs our Master has told us how He will fill Hell to the brink 
despite its vastness and depth. This is how many sinners there 
are. This is how many chose to turn away from the call of their 
messengers. This is how many became deluded by the many 
temptations of this world. They will all be gathered together 
and made to stand before Hell, their final abode for all eternity. 

And they will also be restrained. Meaning they will not be 
able to escape. They will not be able to fight back. They will not 
be able to do anything to get away from the Fire that they find 
themselves in front of. And we will see in the next ayah Insha 
Allah that they will not even be able to speak. Rather their own 
hearing, sight and skin will testify against them. They will not 
be able to do anything. At that moment when they are in front 
of the Fire, they will finally realize their place. Their wealth and 
their power and their influence and their soldiers, everything in 
this world which made them arrogant, which made them think 
they could turn away from Him. They will all be gone. There will 
only be the Fire. And these criminals will soon find that there is 
nothing they can do to even distance themselves an inch from 
it. Such is how powerless they will be. And when this dawns 
upon then think how much of a humiliation it will be. Recall in 
the previous ayah how we were told that the torment of the 
Hereafter is even more humiliating. They will taste it and it will 
add to their torment. Such is what they deserve for their crimes 
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20 Until when they all come to it, their hearing and their 
sights and their skins will bear witness against them 
because of what they used to do. 

In this powerful verse our Master continues to describe 
for us the fate of the criminals, those who displeased Him, who 
violated His Sacred Law. Look again at how the verse ends. It 
ends by telling us that their punishment is “because of what 
they used to do”. So their crime is not simply one of disbelief. 
Rather their crime is their actions, their deeds. This shows us 
once again how we need to act in order to attain salvation. It is 
not enough simply to claim to have faith. There are some who 
have made such a claim. There are some who have said that if 
you have Iman in your heart then you do not need to act. They 
say that faith alone is enough for salvation. In this ayah alone 
such a deviation is destroyed. Allah (swt) clearly shows us how 
these people are being punished for what they used to do. For 
their actions. The verse even tells us how their sights and their 
hearings and their skins will testify against them. Why should 
these testify unless the sins were committed using them? If the 
crime of these people was only the disbelief in their heart then 
why would these be called to testify? 

So this ayah must really make us afraid. We should 
look to our lives once again and see if we are living them in a 
way that is pleasing to Him. We should look to our actions and 
see if we are only doing what pleases Him. Because as we 
said earlier that if the true Iman is there, if the true faith is 
there, then out of it must come the acts that please Him. And 
the best way to increase Iman is by striving to please Him. 
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Allah (swt) begins by saying “Until when they all 
come to it”. This part of the verse is linked directly with the 
previous verse. Recall from that ayah how the criminals would 
be restrained as they are all being gathered to Hell. They will 
be tied, they will be chained, they will not be allowed to move, 
not be allowed to make any attempt to escape, not even be 
allowed to speak. All of their power will be taken from them, 
they will have nothing, all that made them so arrogant in the 
life of this world will be gone. And from here we see that they 
will remain in this state until they are right in front of the Fire. 
They will be utterly restrained and powerless until they come 
directly in front of Hell. Just imagine the scene, just imagine if 
you were one of them. You are restrained completely and you 
see yourself coming closer and closer to the Fire. You cannot 
do anything. You cannot move. You cannot even scream. Just 
being in that powerless and humiliating state will in and of itself 
be a torment. But as you see yourself being dragged closer to 
the Fire, you know that the torment is only beginning. 

How can we not be afraid when we read verses like this? 
As we mentioned before and we need to stress again, He does 
not want to frighten us for no reason. Rather these ayahs are 
such a mercy for us. Because they are meant to wake us from 
our delusion. We need to remind ourselves always that we 
have been created for a great purpose. Can we not see how 
every single thing in this universe has a purpose? From the 
earth to the sun to the mountains to the trees to the animals? 
How then can we be foolish enough to think that we do not 
have a purpose? That we exist only for the satisfaction of our 
lusts and egos. That we can live heedless of the One Who 
brought us into being and Who gave us all that we have. All the 
others things fulfill their purpose so that we can fulfill ours. To 
worship Him and establish His Law on the earth. 
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If we turn away from our purpose, if we live heedless of 
Him, then we should fear becoming those whom He speaks of 
here. When they are brought near to the Fire, when they are 
made to stand right next to its blazing flames, they will beg and 
plead to Allah (swt), they will ask Him why they are being sent 
to such a torment. Of course deep down inside they know why. 
They know they had been criminals. They know well their sins. 
But they are trying to find whatever excuse that they can to 
escape from the torment. So they will ask, they will cry out, 
they will swear that they were not criminals. They will swear 
they did not do the evil they did. That is when the witnesses 
will be brought against them. And who are these witnesses? Is 
it the angels? No the witnesses are much more personal, much 
closer. Their own hearing, their own seeing, and their own 
skins will be called forth and told to give witness against them. 
Their hearing will testify to the fact that they did indeed hear 
the call of the messengers, calling them to Tawhid, the 
absolute Oneness of Allah (swt). Calling them to Iman, to 
believe in Him and His Oneness with all their hearts. Calling 
them to Taqwa, to always watch their actions and to make sure 
these are pleasing to Him. They heard these calls and they did 
not respond. They turned away. Their own hearing will testify 
to this fact. Their eyes will testify to the evil they saw with these 
the forbidden images they allowed to enter into their hearts. 
And their skins will testify to the evil committed by all of their 
limbs because all of their limbs are wrapped in skin. The evil of 
their hands, of their legs, of their private parts. All of these will 
testify to their evil. All of these will show how these evil men 
are indeed criminals. How then can they escape, what excuse 
do they have? When their very bodies are speaking against 
them? Can they now deny, can they now say anything? Now 
they will see how His Justice is Undefeatable. 
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So we can take away from this verse the importance 
of deeds. The importance of actions. Because this humiliating 
torment is being rendered upon them on account of what they 
did. Not simply on account of their beliefs. Even Muslims then 
could be among those who this verse describes. For even we 
who profess to believe are still capable of sin. Our only hope is 
to make real our faith. To manifest our Iman in actions. 

Not only should we avoid the sins but we must strive to 
do the righteous acts. Because neglecting our servitude of Him 
is in and of itself a sin. He did not create us and sustain us and 
subjugate the entire earth for us so that we pass the days 
away in heedlessness. Watching TV, surfing the web, chatting, 
socializing, playing games, listening to music, or other useless 
activities. This is not to say that these are forbidden and we 
should never do them. Rather we should be careful that these 
are not how we spend most of our time. We should realize how 
every second Allah (swt) gave us on this earth is so precious. 
Each is a second that will never come back. So we should look 
to how we are using it, we should try to use it in a way pleasing 
to Him. Even if it is just by remembering Him, praising Him, or 
glorifying Him in that moment. Or else we could do some good 
for our family, we can help the needy, we can learn His Din 
and teach it to others. There are so many ways in which we 
could worship Him. And this is what we need to do. This is how 
we can show Him the proper gratitude for all that He has given 
us. Especially our hearing, sight, and skins. These are among 
the greatest of gifts He has given us. Can you imagine where 
you would be were it not for these, can you imagine how hard 
your life would be? So you need to acknowledge the One Who 
gave it to you, you need to do justice. This is how you can be 
saved from the terrible fate described here. 
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Our tafsir of Surah Al-Fussilat is a work in progress. 
Please check back in a few weeks for the remaining 
ayahs Insha Allah. 
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